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To: All Parish Priests and Superior of Religious

From: The Liturgy Commission of the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong
Subject: Liturgical Arrangements for Parishes Upon the Passing of the Pope
Date: 21 April 2025

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has passed away on 21 April 2025, at the age of 88.

Upon the passing of the Pope, parishes and groups may make the following liturgical
arrangements, encouraging the faithful and congregation members to pray for the
Pope, the development of the Church, and communion of the Church.

Mass for the Deceased

Office for the Deceased

Recitation of the Rosary

Eucharistic Adoration

Setting Up a Condolence Area/Prayer Corner

AN

The arrangements for the above are as follows:
Mass for the Deceased (Outside Octave)

Liturgical Text and Scripture Arrangements
. The Mass for the Pope's passing has set Collect, Prayer over the Offerings, and

Prayer after the Communion. The content can be found in the attachment.

. After the Entrance Antiphon, the chief celebrant should make a brief
announcement, followed by a moment of silence before beginning the liturgy.

« Unless there is a Solemnity or Feast requiring specific readings, the readings of
the day may be used.

« During the Eucharistic Prayer, as the Pope has passed away, there is NO
need to say " Francis Our Pope," nor should phrases like "our deceased
Pope" be added; simply say "Cardinal Stephen Our Bishop™ until the new
Pope is installed and announced.

« The Eucharistic Prayer can include the name of Pope Francis in the section
praying for the deceased.

. After the Mass, the presiding priest may invite the faithful to recite the Our Father,




Hail Mary, and Glory Be once each.

According to church guidelines, no memorial Masses can be held during
the Octave. Therefore, from 22 to 27 April 2025, there will be no memorial
Masses for the Pope.

Liturgical Arrangement

» The overall theme should be simplicity and noble.

« A Paschal candle should be placed in the sanctuary (to be lit before the liturgy
begins, without the need to sing a hymn first).

« Consider placing a memorial photo of the Pope in a suitable location.

Liturgical Colors (Outside Octave)

« Since the entire Church is longing for the guidance and protection of the Holy
Spirit, a red chasuble may be used. Other colors to consider include black or
purple.

Office for the Deceased

o The prayers can be downloaded from the Liturgy Commission's website (in
Chinese and English).

« The parish priest may arrange a suitable time to pray with the faithful.

« ltis encouraged that those unable to participate in communal prayers offer
individual prayers.

Recitation of the Rosary

« The parish priest may arrange a suitable time to pray with the faithful.

« Consider collective recitation of the Sorrowful Mysteries or the Glorious
Mysteries.

« Encourage those unable to participate in communal to pray individually.

Setting Up a Condolence Area/Prayer Corner

» The arrangement should be simple, avoiding extravagance.

« Main items include a memorial photo of the Pope and candles.

« The Bible can be provided for the faithful to read.

« Prayer cards can be made available for the faithful to take freely.

. The parish may design and arrange a condolence book, keeping it simple.
Templates are available for download on our website, welcome to use.

- If flowers are to be displayed, avoid extravagance; colors should primarily be
white, red, or purple.

« The condolence book should be placed in a quiet area of the church/chapel,




allowing the faithful to pray silently and leave messages, minimizing disruption to
others praying in the church.

For any inquiries or guidance, please contact us at 2522 7577.

The Diocese will announce the arrangements for the Masses in remembrance of the
Pope shortly; please pay attention to the announcements from the Diocesan Curia.
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Appendix 1: Mass for the Deceased Pope (Outside Octave)

Collect
O God, faithful rewarder of souls,

grant that your departed servant Pope Francis,

whom you made successor of Peter

and shepherd of your Church,

may happily enjoy for even in your presence in heaven

the mysteries of your grace and compassion,

which he faithfully ministered on earth.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son,

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings

We pray, O Lord,

that through these devoted offices of supplication
you may mercifully bestow a blessed reward

on the soul of your servant Pope Francis

and on us, your gifts of grace.

Through Christ our Lord.

Prayer after Communion

Renewed by the Sacrament

of our communion with you, our God,

we pray, O Lord,

that your servant Pope Francis,

who served by your will on earth

as the visible foundation of your Church’s unity,
may be happily admitted to your blessed flock.
Through Christ our Lord.






