The Presentation Of The Lord

2 February

(This feast is celebrated forty days after Christmas to commemorate the prescribed Mosaic ritual following the birth of a child. It celebrates Christ as “the light to enlighten all nations”, and so candles may be blessed during the introductory rites and carried in the entrance procession.)

Entrance Antiphon

Within your temple, we ponder your loving kindness, O God. As your name, so also your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with justice. (Ps.47:10-11)
Introductory Rites

(The introductory rites may take place, either outside the church where Mass will be celebrated or in the church itself.

Opening song and lighting of candles: While the candles are being lighted, the antiphon Look, our Lord shall come with power, or another suitable song is sung.)
Greeting

P.
The Lord be with you.

R.
And also with you.

Introduction

(The priest or deacon gives a brief introduction. He may use the following or similar words.)

Dear friends, forty days have passed since we celebrated the joyful feast of the birth of the Lord. Today we recall the holy day when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple. They were presenting him in accordance with the law, while he was fulfilling the prophecy that the Lord would come to his temple and visit those who believed in him.

Led by the Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the temple, recognized Christ as their Lord, and proclaimed him with joy. Called together by that same Holy Spirit, let us now go to the house of God to welcome Christ the Lord. There we shall recognize him in the breaking of the bread until he comes again in glory. Let us pray:

Blessing of the Candles

(After let us pray and the pause for silent prayer, the priest, with hands outstretched, blesses the candles, using one of the following prayers.)

Lord God, unquenchable source of light, on this day you revealed to the just man Simeon the light to enlighten all nations. Bless † these candles and make them holy. Accept the prayers of your people, who will carry them in praise of your name, that they may walk in the path of goodness until they reach that light which never fails. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Or

Almighty God, true light of the world and source of light eternal, shine upon the hearts of the faithful, that all in this holy temple who are brightened by the glow of these candles may advance with joy toward the light of your glory. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(The priest sprinkles the candles with holy water in silence. He then takes the candle prepared for him.)

Procession

(Before the procession begins, the deacon or the priest may invite the people to process, using the following invitation or similar words.)

Let us go forth in peace to meet the Lord.

(The procession then begins. If incense is used, the censerbearer goes first carrying a censer with burning incense, followed by the crossbearer between two ministers holding lighted candles, then the deacon carrying the Book of Gospels, the ministers, the priest, and finally the congregation carrying lighted candles.

During the procession, the antiphon A light to shine upon the nations, the Gloria, or another suitable song is sung.

When the priest comes to the altar, he venerates it and may also incense it. Then he goes to the chair. The opening prayer is sung or said and the Mass continues in the usual way.)

Opening Prayer

Let us pray. (Pause)
God of power and majesty, your only-begotten Son, having taken upon himself our flesh and blood, was presented this day in the temple; bring us also into your presence with hearts that are cleansed and purified.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

Or

Let us pray. (Pause)
Inspired by your Spirit, Lord, we gather in your temple to welcome your Son.

Enlighten our minds and lay bare our inmost thoughts. Purify your people, and make us obedient to the demands of your law, so that we may mature in wisdom and grow to full stature in your grace.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts

Let us pray. (Pause)
Lord, be pleased with the gift offered to you this day by a joyful Church, for in obedience to your will your only Son offered himself as a spotless lamb for the life of the world. Grant this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen.

Preface

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

On this day your Son, who is one with you from eternity, was presented in the temple and was revealed by the Spirit as the glory of Israel and the light to enlighten all peoples.

We too go forth rejoicing to meet the Savior and join with the saints and angels as they sing the unending hymn of your praise:

R.
Holy, holy, hloy Lord…

Communion Antiphon

With my own eyes I have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all the nations. (Lk.2:30-31)
Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. (Pause)
Through this holy banquet, O God, make your grace perfect in us, and as you satisfied the longing of Simeon that he would not see death before he had welcomed the Messiah, grant that we, going forth to meet the Lord, may also embrace the gift of eternal life. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Readings

First Reading (There will come to the temple the Lord whom you seek.)
A Reading from the Book of Malachi

(3:1-4)

Thus says the Lord God: Lo, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me; and suddenly there will come to the temple the Lord whom you seek, and the messenger of the covenant whom you desire. Yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who will endure the day of his coming? And who can stand when he appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire, or like the fuller’s lye. He will sit refining and purifying silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, refining them like gold or like silver that they may offer due sacrifice to the Lord. Then the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem will please the Lord, as in the days of old, as in years gone by.—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(24:7,8,9,10)
R.
Who is this king of glory! It is the Lord!

1.
Lift up, O gates, your lintels; reach up, you ancient portals, that the king of glory may come in! (R)
2.
Who is this king of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. (R)
3.
Lift up, O gates, your lintels; reach up, you ancient portals, that the king of glory may come in! (R)
4.
Who is this king of glory? The Lord of hosts; he is the king of glory. (R)
Second Reading (He had to become like his brothers and sisters in every way.)
A reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews

(2:14-18)

Since the children share the same blood and flesh, Jesus likewise shared in them, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who through fear of death had been subject to slavery all their life. Surely he did not help angels but rather the descendants of Abraham; therefore, he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every way, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Lk.2:32)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

A light of revelation to the Gentiles and glory for your people Israel. (R)
Gospel (My eyes have seen your salvation.)
(Long Form)

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke

(2:22-40)

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted—and you yourself a sword will pierce—so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(Short Form)

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke

(2:22-32)

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” —The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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