Saturday before the Second Sunday in May

(within the Easter Season)

Our Lady of China

Memorial

Entrance Antiphon

The disciples were constantly at prayer together, with Mary the mother of Jesus, alleluia.

Opening Prayer

God our Father, you gave the Holy Spirit to your apostles as they joined in prayer with Mary, the mother of Jesus. Through the patronage and prayers of Our Lady of China, grant us your plentiful blessings and peace. May all people of our nation come to know you and glorify your name. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading

A reading from the Acts of Apostles
(1:12-14)

Then, the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
(113:1-3,4-6,7-8)
R.
Praise the name of the Lord!


or

R. 
Alleluia.

Praise, O servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore. From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised. (R)

The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? (R)
He raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people  (R)
Gospel Acclamation

R. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Blessed is the Virgin Mary; at the foot of the Lord’s cross she earned the martyr’s crown with suffering death herself. R. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
(19:25-27)


Then, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

The Word of the Lord.

Prayer Over the Gifts

Merciful Lord, accept the gifts and prayers of your family gathered here. Help us to follow the example of the Virgin Mary: to seek you in all things and to do your will with gladness. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Rejoice, virgin mother, for Christ has arisen from his grave, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion

Lord, nourished at the heavenly banquet on this feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of China; through her intercessions protect us, and help us follow her example to serve you with love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

Imprimatur: Most Rev. Joseph Zen SDB, Bishop of Hong Kong　4 May 2005

PAGE  
2

