MISSION SUNDAY

Entrance Antiphon

I call upon you; answer me O God. Turn your ear to me; hear my prayer. Keep me as the pupil of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings. (Ps 17:6, 8)
Opening Prayer

Let us pray. (Pause)
God our Father, you desire all men and women to be saved and come to the knowledge of your truth. Send workers to your harvest that the gospel may be preached to every creature. May your people, gathered together by the word of life and strengthened by the power of the sacraments, advance in the way of salvation and love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer Over the Gifts

Lord, the suffering and death of Christ your Son won salvation for the world. May the prayers and gifts of your Church come before you and be pleasing in your sight. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon 

Go and tell the people all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. (Mt 28:20)
Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. 

Lord, make us holy by the Eucharist we share at your table. Through the sacrament of your Church may all peoples receive the salvation your Son brought us through his suffering and death, for he is Lord for ever and ever. Amen.

Solemn Blessing

Deacon:
Bow your heads for God’s blessing.

(The priest says the solemn blessing with hands outstretched over the people.)


P.
May the Lord protect you always and free you from every evil.


R.
Amen.


P.
May he inspire you to proclaim and witness the good news.


R.
Amen.


P.
May he bless your endeavors for the spread of the Gospel.


R.
Amen.


p.
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, † and the Holy Spirit.


R.
Amen.

Readings

Year A

First Reading (The Lord will gather all nations into the eternal peace of the kingdom of God.)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

(2:1-5)

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest mountain and raised above the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; many peoples shall come and say: “Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths.” For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6)
R.
All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

1.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds; his right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm. (R)
2.
The Lord has made his salvation known: in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel. (R)
3.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God. Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; break into song; sing praise. (R)
4.
Sing praise to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and melodious song. With trumpets and the sound of the horn sing joyfully before the King, the Lord. (R)
Second Reading (How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!)
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

(10:9-18)

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. For the scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, enriching all who call upon him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone to preach? And how can people preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” But not everyone has heeded the good news, for Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what was heard from us?”

Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. But I ask, did they not hear? Certainly they did; for “Their voice has gone forth to all the earth and their words to the ends of the world.”— The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Mt 28:19)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Go and make disciples of all nations. (R)
Gospel (Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

(28:16-20)

The eleven disciples of Jesus went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted.

Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year B

First Reading (Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Zechariah

(8:20-23)

Thus says the Lord of hosts: There shall yet come peoples, the inhabitants of many cities; and the inhabitants of one city shall approach those of another, and say, “Come! let us go to implore the favor of the Lord.” and, “I too will go to seek the Lord.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem and to implore the favor of the Lord.

Thus says the Lord of hosts: In those days ten men of every nationality, speaking different tongues, shall take hold, yes, take hold of every Jew by the edge of his garment and say, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(96:1-2, 3, 7-8, 9-10)
R.
All you peoples of the earth proclaim the wonders of God.

1.
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all you lands. Sing to the Lord; bless his name. (R)
2.
Announce his salvation, day after day. Tell his glory among the nations; among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. (R)
3.
Give to the Lord, you families of nations, give to the Lord glory and might; give to the Lord the glory due his name! (R)
4.
Bring gifts and enter his courts; bow down to the Lord, splendid in holiness. Tremble before God, all the earth; say among the nations: The Lord is king. (R)
Second Reading (There is one mediator between God and the human race, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself as ransom for all.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy

(2:1-8)

Brothers and sisters: First of all, then, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgiving be offered for everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity. This is good and pleasing to God our savior, who wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. For there is one God. There is also one mediator between God and the human race, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself as a ransom for all.

This was the testimony at the proper time. For this I was appointed preacher and apostle, teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. It is my wish then, that in every place the men should pray, lifting up holy hands, without anger or argument.—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Alternative Second Reading (Our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians

(1:1-5)

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace.

We give thanks to God always for all of you, remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father, knowing, brothers loved by God, how you were chosen. For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction.— The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Mk 16:15)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature. (R)
Gospel (Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

(16:15-20)

Jesus said to his disciples, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned. These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, they will speak new languages. They will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God. But they all went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs.—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year C

First Reading (Upon you the Lord shines, and over you appears his glory.)

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

(60:1-6)

Rise up in splendor! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the Lord shines, and over you appears his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to you. Your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.

Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the Lord.—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(19:2-5)
R.
All the earth proclaims the glory of God.

1.
The heavens declare the glory of God; the sky proclaims its builder’s craft. One day to the next conveys that message; one night to the next imparts that knowledge. (R)
2.
There is no word or sound; no voice is heard; Yet their report goes forth through all the earth, their message to the ends of the world. (R)
Second Reading (“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord.)
A reading from the Book of Revelation

(1:3-8)

Blessed is the one who reads aloud and blessed are those who listen to this prophetic message and heed what is written in it, for the appointed time is near.

John, to the seven churches in Asia: grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, who has made us into a kingdom, priests for his God and Father. To him be glory and power. Amen.

Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. All the peoples of the earth will lament him. Yes, Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is and who was and who is to come, the almighty.”—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Jn 3:16)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that he who believes in him will have eternal life. (R)
Gospel (As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

(17:11, 17-23)

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “I will no longer be in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are one.

“Consecrate them in truth. Your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so that they also may be consecrated in truth.

“I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as you loved me.—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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