The advent tree is neither a liturgical subject nor a necessity. It originated in Germany and spread as family custom to promote the sentiments for Christmas. In recent years, many parishes use the advent tree as a decoration in Advent. The following advice on use of the advent tree may be helpful:

1.
Do not exaggerate this custom so as to overshadow the real meaning of Advent and Christmas.

2.
Do not complicate the rituals, texts, or readings, blurring the simplicity of Advent.

3.
The attached suggested text for lighting of advent candles serves only as an example for reference. The intentions can be changed freely, provided they are in line with the Opening Prayers of each Sunday of Advent.
First Sunday of Advent

Greeting

Priest:
The Lord be with you!

All:
And also with you!

Priest:
Brothers and sisters, advent tree is not a liturgical subject. However, to light up the candles of the advent tree is a good custom reminding us the coming of Jesus. The advent season has two meanings. During the first phase of advent which runs from the First Sunday of Advent to the 16th of December, we wait in joyful hope for the second coming of Jesus, when he will judge the living and the dead. During the second phase of Advent which falls between the 17th and 24th of December, we celebrate the first coming of Jesus while expecting his second coming. Jesus has already come to bring us the love and the salvation of God. Now, let us pause for a moment and reflect on how we prepare ourselves for the second coming of Jesus. (pause) 
Let us light up the first candle of Advent. (A family may go to light up the first candle.)
Priest:
Lord, you come to judge the living and the dead. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, you come to reward the just and fulfill your kingdom. Christ, have mercy.

All:
Christ, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, help us be watchful for your coming. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.

Second Sunday of Advent

Greeting

Priest:
The Lord be with you!

All:
And also with you!

Priest:
Brothers and sisters, during the first phase of advent, we renew our faith, and wait in joyful hope for the second coming of Jesus. Now, let us light up the second candle of Advent, as a sign of our expectation for the coming of Jesus.

(A family may go to light up the second candle.)

Priest:
Lord, you promise the salvation for all in your second coming. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, you call us to repent and prepare your way. Christ, have mercy.

All:
Christ, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, help us make low mountains and fill up gorges in our heart. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.

Third Sunday of Advent

Greeting

Priest:
The Lord be with you!

All:
And also with you!

Priest:
Brothers and sisters, on this third Sunday of Advent we rejoice in the Lord, because the Lord is near. Jesus who was born two thousand years ago, is still with us today. Let us light up the third candle of Advent, as a sign of our joyful expectation of Christ.

(A family may go to light up the third candle.)

Priest:
Lord, you are coming. You bring us eternal joy. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, you are coming. You realize our salvation. Christ, have mercy.

All:
Christ, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, help us be glad and exult for your coming with pure souls. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Greeting

Priest:
The Lord be with you!

All:
And also with you!

Priest:
Brothers and sisters, while waiting in joyful hope for the second coming of Jesus, we celebrate his birth two thousand years ago. He has already come among us, bringing to us peace and salvation. Now, let us light up the fourth candle of Advent, in preparation to celebrate Christmas.

(A family may go to light up the fourth candle.)

Priest:
Lord, you are mighty God and prince of peace. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, you are Son of God and Son of Mary. Christ, have mercy.

All:
Christ, have mercy.

Priest:
Lord, you are Word made flesh and splendor of the Father. Lord, have mercy.

All:
Lord, have mercy.
