Simple Rite of Adult Initiation


RITE OF RECEPTION

Before the Liturgy of the Word, the candidate(s) and his (their) godparent(s) wait outside of the church or at a suitable spot in the church.  The faithful may sing an appropriate psalm or song while the priest, vested for Mass, goes to meet the candidate(s).

The Celebrant greets the candidate(s) in a friendly manner.  He speaks to him (her/them), his (her/their) sponsor(s) and to all present, pointing out the joy and happiness of the Church.  He reminds the sponsor(s) and friends of their experiences and religious attitude, as a result of which the candidate(s), following his (her/their) own spiritual call, has (have) come to this day.

Then he invites the candidate(s) and his (her/their) godparent(s) to come forward.  While he (she/they) come and take(s) his (her/their) place(s) before the Celebrant, an appropriate song may be sung, for example: Psalm 63:1-9.

Facing the candidate(s), the Celebrant asks him(her/them):

Celebrant 
N., what do you ask of God’s Church?

Candidate:

Faith.

Celebrant

What does faith offer you?

Candidate

Eternal Life

The Celebrant may use other words in asking the candidate(s) about his (her/their) intention and may permit to answer in his own words, for example, after the first question: 

I want to do the will of God; I want to follow the word of God; I want to be baptized; I ask for faith; I want to be a friend of Jesus Christ; I want to join the Christian family; etc.

The Celebrant, adapting his (her/their) words as required to the responses given, speaks again to the candidate(s) in these or similar words:

This is eternal life:  to know the true God and the one he sent, Jesus Christ.  God raised him from the dead to be the Lord of life and of all things, seen and unseen.  In asking for baptism today you ask for this life.  You would not do so unless you had come to know Christ and wanted to be his disciple.  Have you completed your preparation for becoming a Christian?  Have you listened to Christ’s word and made up your mind to keep his commandments?  Have you shared in your way of life and in our prayer?

Candidate

I have.

The Celebrant turns to the godparent(s) and asks:

You are this (these) candidate’s godparent(s).  Before God, do you consider him (her/them) a suitable person(s) to be received today into full communion with the Church?

Godparent

I do.

Celebrant
You have spoken in this (these) candidate’s (or N.’s) favor.  Will you continue to help him (her/them) to serve Christ by your words and example?

Godparent

I will.

With hands joined the Celebrant concludes:

Celebrant
Let us pray. (pause)  Father of Love and mercy, we thank you in the name of our brother (s) (sister(s)) who has (have) experienced your guiding presence in his (her/their) life.  Today, in the presence of your Church, he (she) is (they are) answering your call to faith: let him (her/them) find joy and fulfillment in his (her/their) new life. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All

Amen.

ENTRY INTO THE CHURCH

The Celebrant invites the candidate(s) in these or similar words:

Celebrant
N., we welcome you into the church to share with us at the table of God’s word.

The candidate(s) and his (her/their) godparent(s) enter the church.  Meanwhile an appropriate song may be sung.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

When the candidate(s) and his (her/their) godparent(s) reach their seats and the Celebrant comes into the sanctuary, the liturgy of the words begins.  The introductory rites of the Mass are omitted.

READINGS AND HOMILY

PRAYER AND PENITENTIAL RITE

After the homily the candidate(s)  and his (her/their) godparent(s)  come before the Celebrant.   The whole congregation offers this prayer or a similar one:

Celebrant
Let us pray for our brother(s)  (sister(s)) who is asking for Christ’s sacraments, and for ourselves, sinners that we are: may we all draw nearer to Christ in faith and repentance and walk without tiring in the new life he gives us.

Reader
That the Lord will kindle in all of us a spirit of true repentance let us pray to the Lord.

All


Lord hear our prayer.

Reader
That we, who have been saved by Christ and have died to sin through baptism, may witness to his grace by our manner of life let us pray to the Lord:

All


Lord hear our prayer.

Reader
That the Lord will give our brother(s) (sister(s)) sorrow for his (her/their) sins and trust in God’s love as he (she/they) prepare(s) to meet Christ, his (her/their) Savior, let us pray to the Lord.

All


Lord hear our prayer.

Reader
That by following Christ who takes away the sin of the world our brother(s) (sister(s)) will be healed of the infection of sin and freed from its power, let us pray to the Lord.

All


Lord hear our prayer.

Reader
That the Holy Spirit will wash him (her/them) clean from sin and lead him (her/them) in the way of holiness, let us pray to the Lord.

All


Lord hear our prayer.

Reader
That through his (her/their) burial with Christ in baptism he (she/they) will die to sin and live only for God, let us pray to the Lord.

All


Lord hear our prayer.

Reader
That on the day of judgment he (she/they) will come before the Father bearing fruits of holiness and love, let us pray to the Lord.

All


Lord hear our prayer.

Reader
That the world for which the Father gave his beloved Son may believe in his love and turn to him, let us pray to the Lord.

All


Lord hear our prayer.

After the prayer, the candidate(s)  bows his (her/their)  head(s) or kneels and joins the congregation in making a general confession.  Depending on circumstances, this may be omitted.

PRAYER OF EXORCISM AND ANOINTING OF THE CATECHUMEN

Celebrant
Almighty God, you sent your only Son to rescue us from the slavery of sin and to give to us the freedom of your children.  We now pray for our brother(s) (sister(s)) who come(s) before you, acknowledging his (her/their) sinfulness.  He (She/They) has (have) faced temptation and been tested by the evil one.  By the passion and resurrection of your Son, bring him (her/them) out of the power of darkness.  With the grace of Christ, make him (her/them) strong and guide him (her/them) through life.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All


Amen.

Celebrant
We anoint you with the oil of salvation in the name of Christ our Savior.  May he strengthen you with his power, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

All


Amen.

The candidate(s) is (are) anointed with the oil of catechumens on the breast or on both hands or even on other parts of the body, if this seems desirable.

This anointing may be omitted if the episcopal conference so decides.  In this case the Celebrant says:

Celebrant
May Christ our Savior strengthen you with his power, for he is Lord for ever and ever.

All


Amen.

He places his hand on the candidate(s) in silence.

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM

The candidate(s) and his (her/their) godparent(s) go to the font.  The Celebrant instructs the congregation in these or similar words:

Celebrant
Dear friends: Let us ask God our Father to be merciful to our brother(s) (sister(s)) N. who is asking for baptism.  He has called him (her/them) to this hour.  May he grant him (her/them) the riches of his light and strength to follow Christ with a courageous heart to profess the faith of the Church.  May he give him (her/them) the new life of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit whom we are about to ask to come down upon this water.

BLESSING THE WATER

The Celebrant turns to the font and blesses the water:

Father, you give us grace through sacramental signs, which tell us of the wonders of your unseen power.  In baptism we use your gift of water which you have made a rich symbol of the grace you give us in this sacrament. 

At the very dawn of creation, your Spirit breathed on the waters, making them the wellspring of all holiness.  The waters of the great flood you made a sign of the waters of baptism that make an end of sin and a new beginning of goodness.  Through the waters of the Red Sea you led Israel out of slavery to be an image of God’s holy people set free from sin by baptism. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. Your son willed that water and blood should flow from his side as he hung upon the cross. After his resurrection he told his disciples: “Go out and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Father, look now with love upon your Church, and unseal for it the fountain of baptism. By the power of the Spirit give to the water of this font the grace of your Son. You created man in your own likeness: cleanse him from sin in a new birth to innocence by water and the Spirit.

The Celebrant touches the water with his right hand and continues:

We ask you, Father, with your Son to send the Holy Spirit upon the water of this font.  May all, who are buried with Christ in the death of baptism, rise also with him to newness of life.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.

RENUNCIATION

Using one of the following formulas, the Celebrant questions all the candidates together; or after being informed of each candidate’s name by the godparent(s), he may use the same formulas to question the candidate(s) individually.

Celebrant
Do you reject sin so as to live in the freedom of God’s children?

Candidate

I do.

Celebrant
Do you reject the glamour of evil, and refuse to be mastered by sin?

Candidate


I do.

Celebrant
Do you reject Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness?

Candidate


I do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Then the Celebrant, informed again of each candidate’s name by the godparent(s), questions the candidate(s) individually.  Each candidate is baptized immediately after his (her) profession of faith.

Celebrant
N., do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?

Candidate


I do.

Celebrant
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?

Candidate


I do.

Celebrant
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?

Candidate


I do.

RITE OF BAPTISM

The Celebrant baptizes each candidate either by immersion, or by infusion or pouring of water.  Each baptism may be followed by a short acclamation.

If baptism is by the pouring of water, either or both godparents place the right hand on the shoulder of the candidate, and the Celebrant, taking baptismal water and pouring it three times on the candidate’s bowed head, baptizes the candidate in the name of the Trinity.
Celebrant
N., I baptize you in the name of the Father,




(He pours water a first time)

Celebrant
and of the Son,




(He pours water a second time)

Celebrant
and of the Holy Spirit.




(He pours water a third time).

EXPLANATORY RITES

The celebration of baptism continues with the explanatory rites, after which the celebration of confirmation normally follows.

ANOINTING AFTER BAPTISM

If for some special reason the celebration of Confirmation is separated from Baptism, then the Celebrant anoints the candidate(s) in the usual way after baptism.  He says this prayer over the newly baptized:

Celebrant
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, has freed you from all sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and welcomed you into his holy people.  He now anoints you with the chrism of salvation.  As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, so may you live always as a member of his body, sharing everlasting life.

Newly Baptized
Amen.

Then the Celebrant anoints him on the crown of the head with the sacred chrism, in silence.

CLOTHING WITH THE WHITE GARMENT

Celebrant
N., you have become a new creation and have clothed yourself in Christ.  Take this white garment and bring it unstained to the judgment seat of our Lord Jesus Christ so that you may have everlasting life.

Newly Baptized
Amen.

At the words “Take this white garment” the godparent(s) place(s) the white garment on the neophyte(s).  Another color may be used if local conditions require this.
If so desired, this rite may be omitted.

PRESENTATION OF THE LIGHTED CANDLE

The Celebrant takes the Easter candle in his hands or touches it, saying:

Celebrant
Godparent(s), please come forward to give the newly baptized the light of Christ.

The godparent approaches, lights a candle from the Easter candle and hands it to the neophyte.  Then the Celebrant says:

Celebrant
You have been enlightened by Christ.  Walk always as a child of the light and keep the flame of faith alive in your heart(s).  When the Lord comes, may you go out to meet him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.

Newly Baptized
Amen.

CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION

Between the celebration of baptism and confirmation, the congregation may sing an appropriate song.

If baptism is given by a bishop, he should also administer confirmation in the same celebration.

When the bishop is not present, confirmation may be given by the presbyter who conferred baptism.

The neophyte(s) stands in front of the Celebrant, who speaks to him (her/them) in these or similar words:

Celebrant
N., born again in Christ by baptism, you have become a member(s) of Christ and of his priestly people.  Now you are to share in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit among us, the Spirit sent by the Lord upon his apostles at Pentecost and given by them and their successors to the baptized.

The promised strength of the Holy Spirit which you are to receive will make you more like Christ and help you to be a witness(es) to his suffering, death, and resurrection.  It will strengthen you to be an active member(s) of the Church and to build up the Body of Christ in faith and love.

Then the Celebrant stands and faces the people and with hands joined says:

Celebrant
Let us pray, dear friends, to God the all-powerful Father, that he will pour out the Holy Spirit on the newly baptized, to strengthen him (her/them) with his abundant gifts and anoint him (her/them) to be more like Christ, his Son.

All pray in silence for a short time.

Then the Celebrant lays hands upon the candidate(s) and says:

Celebrant
All-powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by water and the Holy Spirit you freed your son(s) (daughter(s)) from sin and gave him (her/them) new life.  Send your Holy Spirit upon him (her/them) to be his (her/their) Helper and Guide.  Give him (her/them) the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgment and courage, the spirit of knowledge and reverence. 

Fill him (her/them) with the spirit of wonder and awe in your presence.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All


Amen.

The candidate goes to the Celebrant.  The godparent places his right hand on the candidate’s shoulder and gives the candidate’s name to the Celebrant, or the candidate may give his (her) own name.

The Celebrant dips his right thumb in the chrism and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the one to be confirmed as he says:

Celebrant
N., be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Newly Confirmed
Amen.

Celebrant


Peace be with you.

Newly Confirmed
And also with you.

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

The profession of faith is omitted, and the general intercessions follow immediately.  For the first time the neophyte(s) takes part in them.  The neophyte(s) brings the gifts to the altar.

In the first eucharistic prayer, the neophyte(s) is (are) mentioned in the “Father, accept this offering”, and the godparent(s) in the “Remember, Lord, your people”.  If the second, third or fourth eucharistic prayer is used, a special formula is added for the neophyte(s).
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