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To: All Priests

From: Hong Kong Catholic Diocesan Liturgy Commission

Subject: Arrangement of Celebrating the Eucharist and Scripture Readings for the
“Mass for the Care of Creation”

Date: 28 August 2026

In 2025, the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments
promulgated, with the approval of Pope Leo XIV, the Eucharistic Prayer “For the
Care of Creation.” This text is made available for adoption (optional) by the local
Churches each year on 1 September, and has been incorporated into the Roman
Missal under the section “Masses for Various Needs and Occasions.”

Our Commission has translated the relevant texts into Chinese, and this translation
has been approved for use by Cardinal Stephen Chow, Bishop of Hong Kong
Diocese. The texts are enclosed for your reference and are also available on the
commission’s website.

In this year, Pope Leo XIV issued the message, choosing as its theme the
prophetic words of Isaiah: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks” (Is 2:4). He reminded the faithful that the true
instruments for building peace are not weapons of destruction, but rather truth,
dialogue, patience, justice, mercy, understanding, compassion, and love.

Parishes may organize celebrations of the Eucharist according to pastoral needs.

As the Church has designated the period from September 1 to October 4 (the

Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi) as the Season of Creation, this Eucharistic

celebration may also be held during this time. However, it must not replace the

Sunday Eucharist or the celebrations of feast days within this period, including:

» 8 September: Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

» 14 September: Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

e 29 September: Feast of the Holy Saints Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and
Raphael

» 1 October: Feast of Saint Thérése of Lisieux (Diocese of Hong Kong)

In celebration of this Thanksgiving Mass, the liturgical color is green.




