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The Sayings of RBlessed Jolwn Paul 1T

True holiness cloes mot mean a flight from the
world; rather, it lies in the effort to incarmate
the Gospel inm everyday life, in the family, at
school amd at work, amd in social ane political
imvolvement.

T e goal ane target of our life is He, e Clarist+
wiho awaits us - each one singly and altogether
= +to leacd us across the boundaries of time to
the etermal embrace of the God who loves us.

There is mo evil to be faceed that Clrist coes
not face vith us. Tlere is no enemy that Clarist
lnas mot alreacdy conqueredl. Tlere is mo cross to
bear that Clrist lhas not alreacly borme for us,
and cloes nmot bear with us.

Brothers ame sisters, do mot be afraid to
welcome Christ and accept his power ... Open
wvicle the doors for Christ. To his saving power
open the boundaries of states, economic and
political systems, the vast fields of culture,
civilization and clevelopment.

Jesus Clrist has taken the leaed on the way of
the cross. He lhas sufferee first. He cloes mot
crive us toward suffering but shares it witlh us,
wanting us to have life and t+o have it in
abundance.



Plysical condition or acvanrcing of age are mot
obstacles t+o a perfect life. God does not look at
external things but at the soul.

Darkimess can only be scattered by light, hatred
can only be conguered by love.

Marriage is am act of will that signifies and
imvolves a mutual gift, whickh unites the spouses
anrnd binds them to their eventual souls, withh wlhom
they make up a sole family - a domestic church.

The great canger for family life, in the micst of
anmy society whose iclols are pleasure, comfort and
incepencdence, lies in the fact that people close
their lhearts and become selfisia.

i—aced with foday's problems and disappointments,
marny people wvill +ry +to escape from their
respomsibility. Escape in selfislhmess, escape in
sexual pleasure, escape in drugs, escape in violence,
escape in indifference anmd cynical attitudes. I
propose to you the option of love, which is the
opposite of escape.

The distinctive mark of the Clristian, toclay more
thanm ever, must be love for the poor, the wealk, the
sufferime.



i~orgivemess is above all a personal cloice, a
cdecision of thhe heart to go against the natural
imstinct to pay back evil with evil.

Dear yourmg people of every language ard
culture, a higl armd exhilarating task awaits you:
that of becoming men anmd women capable of
solicdlarity, peace anmel love of life, witlhh respect
for everyome. Recome craftsmen of a rew
humanity, where brothers ane sisters —
members all of the same family — are able at
last to live in peace.

The commandment you shall mot kill even in its
more positive aspects of respecting, loving, anmcl
promoting bhuman life, is binding omn every
indivicdual human being,.

I canmot fail to mote once again that the poor
constitute the modern challenge, especially for
the well-off of our plamet, where millions of
people live in inhuman conditions amd many are
literally cying of hunger. It is mot possible to
announce God the Father to these brothers ancl
sisters without taking on the responsibility of
building a more just society inm the name of
Clarist.



LWages must enable the worker amd his family
to have access to a truly human standard of
living in the material, social, cultural and
spiritual orelers. It is the dignity of the
person which constitutes the criterion for
juclging worle, not the otler way aroundl.

We, the mern and women of the third
millennium, we too meed you, Risen Lord! Stay
with us now, and until the end of time. Grant
that the material progress of peoples may
mever obscure the spiritual values whiclh are
the soul of their civilization. Sustain us, we
pray, on our jourmey. Im you co we believe, in
yvou cdo we hope, for you alome have the worels
of eternal life (cf. Tn 6:68). Mane nobiscum,
Domime! Ohleluial

Tlhus to share in tihe sufferimgs of Clarist is,
at thhe same time, to suffer for the kingeclom
of Godl. In the eyes of the just Goel, before
lhis juclgement, those who share in the
sufferings of Clirist become worthy of this
keingeclom.

Love of Clirist coes mot distract us from
interest in others, but rather invites us to
respomsibility for them, to the exclusion of
no one.



PRAYER FOR THE INTERCESSION OF
BLESSED JOHN PAUL II

O Blessed Trinity, we thank You for having
graced the Church with Blessed John Paul |I
and for allowing the tenderness of Your
Fatherly care, the glory of the Cross of Christ,
and the splendor of the Spirit of love, to shine
through him. Trusting fully in Your infinite mercy
and in the maternal intercession of Mary, he
has given us a living image of Jesus the Good
Shepherd, and has shown us that holiness is
the necessary measure of ordinary Christian
life and is the way of achieving etemnal
communion with You. Grant us, by his
intercession, and according to Your wil, the
graces we implore, hoping that he will soon
be numbered among Your saints. Amen.
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