CHANCERY NOTICE

PLENARY INDULGENCE FOR BIMILLENNIUM OF ST. PAUL


For the spiritual benefits of the faithful during the “Year of St. Paul” (28 June 2008 - 29 June 2009), the Jubilee Year dedicated to the 2000th anniversary of the birth of the Apostle of the Gentiles, Pope Benedict XVI is granting a plenary indulgence to those who fulfill the conditions indicated in both sections A) and B) below —
A) 
Sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion and prayers for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff (by reciting one Our Father and one Hail Mary, or any other prayers), in a spirit of total detachment from any inclination to sin.

B)
Performance of one of the following acts of public worship or devotion:
1)
A pilgrimage (group or individual) on any day during the Pauline Year —
a) to the Papal Basilica of St. Paul on Rome’s Via Ostiense (Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls): 

The faithful are to pray for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff in the following manner: 

They should pray before the altar of the Blessed Sacrament in whatever way at their own choice, then they should recite the Our Father and the Creed before the altar of the Confession, adding pious invocations in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Paul.  Such acts of devotion must be closely linked to the memory of the Prince of the Apostles, St. Peter.


OR

b) to one of the following places in our Diocese:

· Christ the King Chapel, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong

· Chapel of St. Paul’s Parish, Yaumati, Kowloon

· Ss. Peter and Paul Church, Yuen Long, New Territories

The faithful are to recite one Our Father, the Creed and a special prayer to St. Paul, to be provided by the Diocesan Liturgy Commission, during the visit to the above places.

2) 
Participation in a Mass (which may be the Vigil Mass) for the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and Paul on the days of the solemn opening (29 June 2008) and closing (29 June 2009) of the Pauline Year, in any place of worship (church, chapel, etc.) in our diocese.  Before the concluding rite the congregation should recite the above-mentioned special prayer to St. Paul.

3)
Participation in a Mass (permitted by virtue of a special concession of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments) celebrating the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul on 25 January 2009, which falls on the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.  The prayer to St. Paul is to be said by the congregation before the concluding rite.  Alternatively, the faithful may take part in a prayer meeting on the same day, specially arranged for the “Week of Prayer for Christian Unity”.  Relevant details will be announced in due course.

4)
Participation in a Bible service on Pauline themes, organized publicly by a parish or another Church community during the Pauline Year, in accordance with a format to be provided by the Diocesan Liturgy Commission.

5)
The faithful who, through sickness or other legitimate or important reason, are unable to leave their homes, may still obtain the Plenary Indulgence if they, with the soul completely removed from attachment to any form of sin and with the intention of observing, as soon as they can, the three conditions indicated in section A above, spiritually unite themselves to a Jubilee celebration in honour of St. Paul, offering their prayers and sufferings to God for the unity of Christians.

Given at the Chancery Office,

16 June 2008.


Rev. Lawrence LEE


Chancellor
Note: 
During the Pauline Year, the faithful can acquire a plenary indulgence as many times as they take part in a pilgrimage or a Bible service as indicated above.  They may, however, acquire a plenary indulgence once only in the course of a day.  They can gain the indulgence for themselves or apply it by way of suffrage to the souls in Purgatory.
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