November 2

ALL SOULS

Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed

Entrance Antiphon

Just as Jesus died and rose again, so will the Father bring with him those who have died in Jesus. Just as in Adam all men die, so in Christ will all be made alive. (1 Thess 4:14; 1 Cor 15:22)
Opening Prayer

Let us pray. (Pause)
God of loving-kindness, listen favorably to our prayers: strengthen our belief that your Son has risen from the dead and our hope that your departed servants will also rise again.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

Alternative Opening Prayer

Let us pray. (Pause)
O God, glory of believers and life of the just, by the death and resurrection of your Son, we are redeemed: have mercy on your departed servants and make them worthy to share the joys of paradise, for they believed in the resurrection of the dead.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

Alternative opening Prayer

Let us pray. (Pause)
God, our Creator and Redeemer, by your power your only Son has conquered death and has passed from this world into your kingdom.

Grant that all the faithful departed may share his triumph over death and enjoy for ever the vision of your glory.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer Over the Gifts

Lord, be pleased by our offering and gather your departed servants into glory with your Son, in whose great mystery of love we are all united. We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Alternative Prayer Over the Gifts

By this sacrifice, merciful God, wash away in the blood of Christ the sins of our departed brothers and sisters. You cleansed them once in the water of baptism; in your mercy grant them pardon and eternal rest. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen.

Alternative Prayer Over the Gifts

In your kindness, Lord, accept our offering for all who sleep in Christ, that by the power of his unique sacrifice they may be freed from the shackles of death and enter the kingdom of life eternal, where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion Antiphon

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies, he will live. Anyone who lives and believes in me, will not die. (Jn 11:25-26)
Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

God of the living, welcome into your haven of light and peace all the faithful departed, for whom we have celebrated the mysteries of Christ’s death and resurrection.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Alternative Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

Lord, we have received the sacrament of your only Son, who has sacrificed himself for us and risen in glory. We humbly pray for the faithful departed, that, purified by these paschal mysteries, they may share in the glory of the final resurrection.

Grant this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. Amen.

Alternative Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

Lord, you have accepted this sacrifice, offered for our departed brothers and sisters. Bless them with your mercy and crown the grace they received in baptism with the full measure of eternal joy. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Solemn Blessing

Deacon:
Bow your heads for God’s blessing.

(The priest says the solemn blessing with hands outstretched over the people.)

P.
With surpassing love God has created us, and in the resurrection of Jesus Christ given us the hope of rising again. May the God of all consolation send down upon you every grace and blessing.


R.
Amen.

P.
To us who are living may God grant forgiveness of sins and to the dead a place of light and peace.


R.
Amen.


P.
May all of us live eternally with Christ, who has truly risen from the dead.


R.
Amen.


P.
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, † and the Holy Spirit.


R.
Amen.

Readings

Year A

First Reading (As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.)
A reading from the Book of Wisdom

(3:1-9)

The souls of the just are in the hands of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if in the sight of others, they indeed be punished, yet is their hope full of immortality; chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. In the time of their visitation they shall shine, and shall dart about as sparks through stubble; they shall judge nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord shall be their King forever. Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love; because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with his elect.— The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6)
R.
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

1.
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul. (R)
2.
He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage. (R)
3.
You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. (R)
4.
Surely, goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come. (R)
Second Reading (Let us walk in newness of life.)
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

(6:3-9)

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Mt 25:34)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, you who are blessed by my Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. (R)
Gospel (Come, you who are blessed by my Father.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

(25:31-46)

Jesus said to his disciples, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, as stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, ‘ Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.’ Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’ He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’  And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year B

First Reading (An unsullied life, the attainment of old age.)

A reading from the Book of Wisdom

(4:7-14)

The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the age that is honorable comes not with the passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of years. Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. He who pleased God was loved; he who lived among sinners was transported—snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit beguile his soul; for the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl of desire transforms the innocent mind. Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a long career; for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he sped him out of the midst of wickedness. But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they take this into account.— The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(25:6, 7b, 17-18, 20-21)
R.
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

1.
Remember that your compassion, O Lord; and your love are from of old. In your kindness remember me, because of your goodness, O Lord. (R)
2.
Relieve the troubles of my heart and bring me out of my distress. Put an end to my affliction and my suffering; and take away all my sins. (R)
3.
Preserve my life and rescue me; let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, because I wait for you, O Lord. (R)
Second Reading (Death is swallowed up in victory.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

(15:51-57)

Brothers and sisters: Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For that which is corruptible must clothe itself with incorruptibility, and that which is mortal must clothe itself with immortality. And when this which is corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility, and this which is mortal clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall come about: Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Jn 11:25a)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live forever. (R)
Gospel (I am the resurrection and the life.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

(11:17-27)

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away. Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother.

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” Martha said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and he who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.”—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year C

First Reading (The Lord will destroy death forever.)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

(25:6-9)

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide a banquet for all peoples. On this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; he will destroy death   forever. The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces; the reproach of his people he will remove from the whole earth; for the Lord has spoken. On that day it will be said: “Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! This is the Lord for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” — The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm


(27:1, 4, 7, 8b, 9a, 13-14)
R.
The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear? The Lord is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid? (R)
2.
One thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, that I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord and contemplate his temple. (R)
3.
Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call; have pity on me and answer me. Your presence, O Lord, I seek! Hide not your face from me. (R)
4.
I believe I shall see the bounty of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord with courage; be stouthearted and wait for the Lord! (R)
Second Reading (We shall always be with the Lord.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians

(4:13-18)

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. Indeed we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, console one another with these words.—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Jn 3:16)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life. (R)
Gospel (In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

(14:1-6)

Jesus said to his disciples; “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. Where I am going you know the way.” Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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