THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Entrance Antiphon

Do not abandon me, Lord. My God, do not go away from me! Hurry to help me, Lord, my Savior. (Ps 38:22-23)
Opening Prayer

Let us pray. (Pause)
Almighty and merciful God, from whom every blessing flows, only by your gift do your people offer you fitting service and praise; grant, we beseech you, that we may hasten without stumbling toward the joys that you promise.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

R.
Amen.

Alternative Opening Prayer

Year A

Let us pray. (Pause)
Sovereign God, we have no father but you, no teacher but Christ. Conform our lives to the faith we profess, preserve us from arrogance and pride, and teach us in Christ the greatness of humility and service.

We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

R.
Amen.

Year B

Let us pray. (Pause)
Lord our God, you are the one God and there is no other. Give us grace to hear and heed the great commandment of your kingdom, that we may love you with all our heart and love our neighbor as ourselves.

We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

R.
Amen.

Year C

Let us pray. (Pause)
Just and merciful God, true Lord of every house, sure delight of every heart, come into our midst today to speak your word and satisfy our hunger. Enable us to see you clearly, to welcome you with joy, and to give justice and mercy a place in our lives.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

R.
Amen.

Prayer Over the Gifts

Lord God, let this sacrifice be a pure and spotless offering to you, and let it bring to us the rich outpouring of your mercy. Grant this through Christ our Lord.

R.
Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Lord, you will show me the path of life and fill me with joy in your presence. (Ps 16:11)
Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

Lord, increase within us the work of your saving power, that our lives may be renewed by these holy mysteries and your grace may prepare us for the blessings they promise.

We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.

R.
Amen.

Solemn Blessing

Deacon:
Bow your heads for God’s blessing.

(The priest says the solemn blessing with hands outstretched over the people.)


P.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.


R.
Amen.


P.
May the face of the Lord shine upon you and be gracious to you.


R.
Amen.


P.
May the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace.


R.
Amen.

P.
May the almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, † and the Holy Spirit.


R.
Amen.

Readings

Year A

First Reading (You have turned aside from the way, and have caused many to falter by your instruction.)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi

(1:14b-2:2b, 8-10)

A great king am I, says the Lord of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations. And now, O priests, this commandment is for you: If you do not listen, if you do not lay it to heart, to give glory to my name, says the Lord of hosts, I will send a curse upon you and of your blessing I will make a curse. You have turned aside from the way, and have caused many to falter by your instruction; you have made void the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts. I, therefore, have made you contemptible and base before all the people, since you do not keep my ways, but show partiality in your decisions. Have we not all the one father? Has not the one God created us? Why then do we break faith with one another, violating the covenant of our fathers? —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(131:1, 2, 3)
R.
In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

1.
O Lord, my heart is not proud, nor are my eyes haughty; I do not busy myself with great things, nor with things too sublime for me. (R)
2.
No, rather, I have stilled and quieted my soul like a weaned child. Like a weaned child on its mother’s lap, so is my soul within me. (R)
3.
O Israel, hope in the Lord, both now and forever. (R)
Second Reading (We were determined to share with you not only the Gospel of God, but our very selves as well.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians

(2:7b-9, 13)

Brothers and sisters: We were gentle among you, as a nursing mother cares for her children. With such affection for you, we were determined to share with you not only the gospel of God, but our very selves as well, so dearly beloved had you become to us. You recall, brothers and sisters, our toil and drudgery. Working night and day in order not to burden any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

And for this reason we too give thanks to God unceasingly, that, in receiving the word of God from hearing us, you received not a human word but, as it truly is, the word of God, which is now at work in you who believe. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Mt 23:9b, 10b)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

You have but one Father in heaven and one master, the Christ. (R)
Gospel (They preach but they do not practice.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

(23:1-12)

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they will tell you, but do not follow their example. For they preach but they do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to move them. All their works are performed to be seen. They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. They love places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in synagogues, greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation ‘Rabbi’.

As for you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’. You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers. Call no one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven. Do not be called ‘Master’; you have but one master, the Christ. The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” —The word of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year B

First Reading (Hear, O Israel! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart.)
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy

(6:2-6)

Moses spoke to the people, saying: “Fear the Lord, your God, and keep, throughout the days of your lives, all his statutes and commandments which I enjoin on you, and thus have long life. Hear then, Israel, and be careful to observe them, that you may grow and prosper the more, in keeping with the promise of the Lord, the God of your fathers, to give you a land flowing with milk and honey.

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone! Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength. Take to heart these words which I enjoin on you today.” —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51)
R.
I love you, Lord, my strength.

1.
I love you, O Lord, my strength, O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer. (R)
2.
My God, my rock of refuge, my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold! Praised be the Lord, I exclaim, and I am safe from my enemies. (R)
3.
The Lord lives! And blessed be my rock! Extolled be God my savior, you who gave great victories to your king and showed kindness to your anointed. (R)
Second Reading (Because he remains forever, he has a priesthood that does not pass away.)
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

(7:23–28)

Brothers and sisters: The levitical priests were many because they were prevented by death from remaining in office, but Jesus, because he remains forever, has a priesthood that does not pass away. Therefore, he is always able to save those who approach God through him, since he lives forever to make intercession for them.

It was fitting that we should have such a high priest: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than the heavens. He has no need, as did the high priests, to offer sacrifice day after day, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; he did that once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints men subject to weakness to be high priests, but the word of the oath, which was taken after the law, appoints a son, who has been made perfect forever. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Jn 14:23)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord; and my Father will love him and we will come to him. (R)
Gospel (Love the Lord your God. Love your neighbor.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

(12:28b-34)

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, “Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”

The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, ‘He is One and there is no other than he.’ And ‘to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself’ is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

And when Jesus saw he answered with understanding, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And no one dared to ask him any more questions. —The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year C

First Reading (You have mercy on all because you love all things that are.)
A reading from the Book of Wisdom

(11:22-12:2)

Before the Lord the whole universe is as a grain on a balance or a drop of morning dew come down upon the earth. But you have mercy on all, because you can do all things; and you overlook people’s sins that they may repent. For you love all things that are and loathe nothing that you have made; for what you hated, you would not have fashioned. And how could a thing remain, unless you willed it; or be preserved, had it not been called forth by you? But you spare all things, because they are yours, O Lord and lover of souls, for your imperishable spirit is in all things! Therefore you rebuke offenders little by little, warn them and remind them of the sins they are committing, that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O Lord! —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14)
R.
I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.

1.
I will extol you, O my God and King, and I will bless your name forever and ever. Every day will I bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. (R)
2.
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The Lord is good to all and compassionate toward all his works. (R)
3.
Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord, and let your faithful ones bless you. Let them discourse of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might. (R)
4.
The Lord is faithful in all his words and holy in all his works. The Lord lifts up all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. (R)
Second Reading (May the name of Christ be glorified in you and you in him.)
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians

(1:11-2:2)

Brothers and sisters: We always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and powerfully bring to fulfillment every good purpose and every effort of faith, that the name of the Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, in accord with the grace of our God and Lord Jesus Christ.

We ask you, brothers and sisters, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling with him, not to be shaken out of your minds suddenly, or to be alarmed either by a “spirit”, or by an oral statement, or by a letter allegedly from us to the effect that the day of the Lord is at hand. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
(Jn 3:16)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life. (R)
Gospel (The Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

(19:1-10)

At that time, Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way.

When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.” And he came down quickly and received him with joy. When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.” —The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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