Third Sunday In Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon

Sing a new song to the Lord! Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Truth and beauty surround him, he lives in holiness and glory. (Ps 95:1,6)
Opening Prayer

Let us pray. (Pause)
Almighty and eternal God, direct all our actions to accord with your holy will, that our lives may be rich in good works done in the name of your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
R.
Amen.

Alternative Opening Prayer

Year A

Let us pray. (Pause)
God of salvation, the splendor of your glory dispels the darkness of the earth, for in Christ we behold the nearness of your kingdom. 

Now make us quick to follow where he beckons, eager to embrace the tasks of the gospel. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
R.
Amen.

Year B

Let us pray. (Pause)
Your sovereign rule, O God, draws near to us in the person of Jesus your Son. Your word summons us to faith, your power transforms our lives. Free us to follow in Christ’s footsteps, so that neither human loyalty nor earthly attachment may hold us back from answering your call. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
R.
Amen.
Year C

Let us pray. (Pause)
Lord God, whose compassion embraces all peoples, whose law is wisdom, freedom, and joy for the poor; fulfill in our midst your promise of favor, that we may receive the gospel of salvation with faith and, anointed by the Spirit, freely proclaim it. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
R.
Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts

In your kindness, Lord, accept our gifts and make them holy, that they may become the sacrament of our salvation. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R.
Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Look up at the Lord with gladness and smile; your face will never be ashamed. (Ps 33:6)
Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.
Grant, all-powerful God, that we who receive in this eucharist your life-giving grace may always delight in your blessings. We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, the Lord.
R.
Amen.

Solemn Blessing

Deacon:
Bow your heads for God’s blessing.



(The priest says the solemn blessing with hands outstretched over the people.)

P.
May God our Father, who has loved us in Christ Jesus our Lord, comfort and strengthen you in every good word and work.


R.
Amen.


P.
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, (and the Holy Spirit.


R.
Amen.

Readings

Year A

First Reading (In Galilee of the Gentiles, the people have seen a great light.)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

(8:23-9:3)

First the Lord degraded the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali; but in the end he has glorified the seaward road, the land West of the Jordan, the District of the Gentiles.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as people make merry when dividing spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

(27:1, 4, 13-14)

R.
The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear? The Lord is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid? (R)
One thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek: to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, that I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord and contemplate his temple. (R)
I believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord with courage; be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord. (R)
Second Reading (That all of you may agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among you.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

(1:10-13, 17)

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose. For it has been reported to me about you, my brothers and sisters, by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among you. I mean that each of you is saying, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with the wisdom of human eloquence, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its meaning. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

(cf. Mt 4:23)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom and cured every disease among the people. (R)
(Long Form)

Gospel (Jesus went to Capernaum, so that what had been said through Isaiah might be fulfilled.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

(4:12-23)

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light; on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death, light has arisen.” From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father, and followed him. He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people. —The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(Short Form)

Gospel (Jesus went to Capernaum, so that what had been said through Isaiah might be fulfilled.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

(4:12-17)

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light; on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death, light has arisen.” From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year B

First Reading (The Ninevites turned from their evil way.)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jonah

(3:1-5, 10)

The word of the Lord came to Jonah, saying: “Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message that I will tell you.” So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, according to the Lord’s bidding. Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; it took three days to go through it. Jonah began his journey through the city, and had gone but a single day’s walk announcing, “Forty days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed,” when the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth.

When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm


(25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9)
R.
Teach me your ways, O Lord.

Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me in your paths, guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior. (R)
Remember that your compassion, O Lord, and your love are from of old. In your kindness remember me, because of your goodness, O Lord. (R)
Good and upright is the Lord; thus he shows sinners the way. He guides the humble to justice and teaches the lowly his way. (R)
Second Reading (The world in its present form is passing away.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

(7:29-31)

I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out. From now on, let those having wives act as not having them, those weeping as not weeping, those rejoicing as not rejoicing, those buying as not owning, those using the world as not using it fully. For the world in its present form is passing away. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

(cf. Mk 1:15)

R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the Gospel. (R)
Gospel (Repent and believe in the Gospel.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

(1:14-20)

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him. —The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year C

First Reading (Ezra read from the book of the Law and the assembly understood what was read.)
A reading from the Book of Nehemiah

(8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10)

Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, which consisted of men, women, and those children old enough to understand. Standing at one end of the open place that was before the Water Gate, he read out of the book from daybreak till midday, in the presence of the men, the women, and those children old enough to understand; and all the people listened attentively to the book of the law. Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the occasion. He opened the scroll so that all the people might see it—for he was standing higher up than any of the people—; and, as he opened it, all the people rose. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God; and all the people, their hands raised high, answered, “Amen, amen!” Then they bowed down and prostrated themselves before the Lord, their faces to the ground. Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God, interpreting it so that all could understand what was read. Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people, said to all the people: “Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep”—for all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. He said further: “Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength!”—The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm


(19:8, 9, 10, 15)
R.
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; the decree of the Lord is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple. (R)
The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the command of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eye. (R)
The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true, all of them just. (R)
Let the words of my mouth and the thought of my heart find favor before you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. (R)
(Long Form)

Second Reading (You are Christ’s body and individually parts of it.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

(12:12-30)

Brothers and sisters: As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.

Now the body is not a single part, but many. If a foot should say, “Because I am not a hand I do not belong to the body,” it does not for this reason belong any less to the body. Or if an ear should say, “Because I am not an eye I do not belong to the body,” it does not for this reason belong any less to the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God placed the parts, each one of them, in the body as he intended. If they were all one part, where would the body be? But as it is, there are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not need you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I do not need you.” Indeed, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, and those parts of the body that we consider less honorable we surround with greater honor, and our less presentable parts are treated with greater propriety, whereas our more presentable parts do not need this. But God has so constructed the body as to give greater honor to a part that is without it, so that there may be no division in the body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one another. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.

Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it. Some people God has designated in the church to be, first, apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

(Short Form)

Second Reading (You are Christ’s body and individually parts of it.)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

(12:12-14, 27)

Brothers and sisters: As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.

Now the body is not a single part, but many. You are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it. —The word of the Lord.

R.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

(cf. Lk 4:18)
R.
Alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, and to proclaim liberty to captives. (R)
Gospel (Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled.)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

(1:1-4; 4:14-21)

Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the word have handed them down to us, I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received.

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout the whole region. He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all.

He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”—The Gospel of the Lord.

R.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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