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Jesus inaTabgha

According to Fr. Bargil Pixner O.S.B. (1921-2002)

Mt¥ofiBeatitiides

Names BALICAL Magadan (Mt 15:39) mears “The Wisters of Good Fertune™
Dalmanutha (Mk £ 10) & “The Regon of His Sty ™ fapostod eaprassion)
BYZANTINE  Heptapegen is “The Speing of Seven™
The Greek “Hegoagegon™ wos mutooed into the Aol name
Et-Tabega or Tabgha
Ein Sheva i “The Spring of Sewen”

{

p— The Feeding of
the Multitude
Matthew 1401321 When he weoet ashore, he saw 2 grest

crowd; and he had compassion Sor them and cured sher
wck

Matthew 15:32-39: And ol of them ace and were Shed;
ard they took op the broken peces left over, seven
toskees fudl

Mark &:30-44: Bt ho amwered them, “You gve them
wmathing to eat.”

Mark &1-10: M duciples rephed, “How can one feed
thawn peaple wieh bread heve In the deser!™

Luke 9:10-17: And taking the faw loaves and the two fish,
he locked up to haawen, and blessed and broke them,
and gave them 10 the dsoplies 10 set before the crowd. S

John 6:1-15: There i 2 boy here who has frve barley ko
and two fish, But whit are they amaong o many people!

Biblical Memories
P in Tabgha and the
® Chorazin = “Evange“cal Trial'lgle”

B459E
Bethsaida

Mt of l?catitudcs
HiE sl

Tabgha °

E,

(1) The Caling of the First Agosties (Mark 1:16-20
(2) Tre Sermon on the Moust (Marew 5:18)
(3)  Meakrg of she “Hemarrhossa” (Mark 5:24-34)
(4)  Heakrg of tha Laper (Matthew B:14)

(5) Thu Miracke of the Mutisheation (see above)
(6) o’ Walk on the Waters (Mark 6:45.52)

(7) Jesus’ Presching ans Hesiing in
Capernam (John 6 and moee)

(8) Véows to Urrepentant Cses (Luke 10:13-16)

(9)  Moeting with Peter and his
after the Resurrecsion (Johe 21 1)

" Lk
( QWdhh»k :

Sea of Galilee
NNEBBHEE A

E3] I A N LA FWA{T@J i
7%”:‘1‘%‘ il] %’JL JF Q/J =2 / ’J %\. ° i
(3£6:16-17)

ursi

REHh
En Gev

Tiberias

BRI ®
Hammat

B : https://www.holylandsite.com/tabgha-israel IS,
https://pinkhatgypsy.com/2020/01/02/tabgha-israel-2019/

rdeni
A
FIBEAAE Stanislaus Lee 10/9/2000
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Church o Heptapegon
The Seven Springs

28-350 AD The Judeo-

Christians of Capernaum
venerated a large rock upon
which Jesus is said to have laid the
bread and the fish before he fed
the five-thousand (Mk 6:30-44).

-~

ca. 350'” Used as an
. altar, the rock was the very
center of thefirst church at this
site, built by a Jewish nobleman
from Tiberias. Oriental
communities venerated him
as Saint Josipos. The church
was built in close alignment
with the ancient Via Maris.

ca. 480 AD Byzantine
churchrvith an unusual transept
was erected. Its floor is of great
artistic value. The building and
its l’ﬂsa«s reveal Egyptian
influence. The historic rock,
reduced in size, was moved
and placed beneath the altar.

614 AD During the Persian
invasion the Heptapegon
Church was destroyed and
faded into oblivion. After the
Muslim conquest (638 AD)
Christian activity ceased
around the lake for centuries.

1932 The ancient church
ruins, hiddden for 1300 years,
were excavated by Father
Andreas Evarist Mader SDS

~ and his team. The mosaics

were found surprisingly, to

be to a large extent intact.

I 980/ 82Tbemclent Byzantine
basilica was reconstructed

on its original foundations

by the architects Anton

Goergen and Fritz Baumann
(Deutscher Verein vom Heiligen
Lande, Cologne/Germany).

THE CHURCH OF THE FIRST FEEDING OF
THE MULTITUDE AT TABGHA

During the time of Jesus, the territory of Caphar-naum
(Capernaum) extended from the Seven Springs (HEBTAPEGAI
= HEPTAPEGON = ET-TAPEGA = TABGHA) to the Jordan
with Bethsaida just beyond it on the river bank. Tabgha was the
lonely place (“eremos”) on the lakeshore where Jesus withdrew
to frequently. During the first four centuries a large community
of Christians of Jewish descent lived in Capharmnaum and kept
alive the memory of Jesus' presence at Tabgha, passing these
traditions on from generation to generation. The pilgrim Lady
Egeria discovered these traditions at Tabgha during her visit in
383 A.D. and wrote down her observations. Around the Seven
Fountains, three rock formations were found as memorials of
Gospel stories that had taken place there. One rock close to the
highway (*Via Maris™) was said to mark the place where Jesus
had fed the multitude with five loaves and two fish; a cave on the
hillside recalled Jesus® Sermon on the Mount; several rock-hewn
steps on the lake shore reminded the local inhabitants of the
apparition of Jesus to the Apostles after the resurrection (John
21,1 ff.).

Oflhc rock on which Jesus had laid the loaves, Egeria reported
that it had become an altar around which a church had been

erected.

Archaeologists have determined that this primitive church was
built around 350, perhaps by the Judeo-Christian Count Yosipos
of Tiberias. Remnants of its foundations can be seen under the

glass next to the altar and in the northern transept.

This Syrian-style church was changed into a larger Byzantine
church around 450. Giving the church the required orientation
to the cast necessitated the shifting of the venerated stone a few
feet so that it came to lie under the altar, taking the place of the
usual reliquary. During the following decades, the church was
decorated with floor mosaics which are among the most
beautiful in the Holy Land. In the inscription north of the altar,
Patriarch Marvrios of Jerusalem (479-486) is mentioned as the
founder and was a disciple of St. Euthymios in the desert of
Juda. Earlier, he had been a monk in Egypt and his Egyptian
connections might explain the Egyptian influence noticed in the
mosaics. Many pilgrims visited Tabgha in those days: St. Paula
had as guide St. Jerome, who called the place “the solitude™
(“eremos™). Another pilgrim was St. Sabas, the founder of the

famous monastery in the Judean desert.

In the year 614, the church was destroyed in the Persian invasion
and when Bishop Arculf visited the site in 670, he found only

columns lying around on the fountains edge

For over 1300 years this holy site remained hidden until in 1932,
the German archeologists Mader and Schneider dug up part of
its walls and mosaics. A provisional church was built to protect
the precious mosaics. It has been replaced by a new basilica,
constructed on the ancient foundations of the Byzantine church,
preserving its style and incorporating all the artifacts that had
been found. In 1982, the new Church was blessed by Cardinal
Hoffner of Cologne (Germany) who also donated the beautiful

processional cross.

I'he church and the land surrounding it are the property of the
German Association for the Holy Land with the Archbishop of
Cologne as its president. Benedictine monks of the Dormition
Abbey in Jerusalem are entrusted with its care and also keep
nearby a home for the handicapped and a camp for religious

youth groups.



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK (6. 30-46)

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they
had done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a lonely
place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they
went away in the boat to a lonely place by themselves. Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried
there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion
for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd: and
he began to teach them many things. When it grew late, his
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the
hour is now very late; send them away so that they may go into
the surrounding country and villages and buy something for
themselves to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them
something to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to go and buy two
hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?” And
he said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.”
When they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then
he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the
green grass. So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of
fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his
disciples to set before the people: and he divided the two fish
among them all. And all ate and were filled; and they took up
twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. Those who
had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the
crowd. After saying farewell to them, he went up on the
mountain to pray.

The First Feeding of the Multitude (Mt 14, 13-21: Mk 6.
30-46), with twelve baskets (kophinoy) gathered from the
leftovers, signifies , according to ancient tradition, the Twelve
Tribes of Isracl as the first to be called.

The Second Feeding (vmmimpmiieia: Mk 8, 1-10) took place on
the other side of the lake, probably on Tel Hadar ("Hill of
Glory™) which is marked by a memorial stone. The Second
Multiplication of Loaves and Fish was in the territory of the
pagan Decapolis and was meant for the new people of God,
made up of Jews and Gentiles. The Seven Nations (Deut 7, 1;
Acts 13, 19) were originally expelled from the land by the tribes
of Israel, but now invited to take part at the table of the Lord.

While Matthew and Mark report two feedings, Luke and John
combine both events into one. For them, the geographical frame
(eastern shore) remains that of the second feeding, while the
event reported is that of the first.

Mt 15, 32-39

Chorazin
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