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6th Sunday in the Time of Easter - Papal Mass For The 
Possession Of The Chair Of The Bishop Of Rome

25 May 2025

YouTube: https://youtu.be/0JTOUXlkoCQ?si=nPW3F6GeDodi5tMo
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LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHERFRANCIS

FOR THE REMEMBRANCE IN THE PARTICULAR
CHURCHES

OF THEIR OWNSAINTS,BLESSEDS,
VENERABLESAND SERVANTSOF GOD
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With the Apostolic Exhortation Gaudeteet

exsultate, I wishedto reproposeto thefaithful

disciplesof Christ of the contemporaryworld

the universalcalling to holiness. It is at the

centre of the teachingof Vatican Council II ,

whichrecalledthatñallthefaithful of Christof

whatever rank or status, are called to the

fullness of the Christian lif e and to the

perfectionof charityò(LumenGentium, 40).

Thus,we areall calledto welcomeGodôslove

which ñhas beenpouredout into our hearts

through the holy Spiritò(Rm 5:5). Indeed,

holiness,ratherthanbeingthe fruit of human 

effort, is makingspacefor theactionof God.
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Everyonecan recognizein many peoplethey meet

alongthe way witnessesof the Christian virtues, in

particularfaith, hopeandcharity: coupleswho have

faithfully lived their love,openingthemselvesto life;

menand womenwho, in their variousoccupations,

have supportedtheir families and cooperatedin

spreadingthe Kingdom of God; adolescentsand

young people who have followed Jesus with

enthusiasm; pastors who, through their ministry,

have pouredout the gifts of graceon Godósholy

people; menandwomenreligiouswho,by living the

counselsof theGospel,havebeena living imageof

Christ the Bridegroom. We cannotforget the poor,

the sick, the suffering who in their weaknesshave

found supportin the divine Master. It is aboutthat 

ñeverydayòholiness ñnextdoorò,in which the

Church scatteredthroughoutthe world has always

beenrich.
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We are called to allow ourselvesto be inspired by

thesemodelsof holiness,amongwhomstandout first

of all themartyrswho shedtheir bloodfor Christand

those who have been beatified and canonizedfor

beingexamples of Christianlife andour intercessors.

We then think of the Venerables, men and women

whoseheroicexerciseof virtue hasbeenrecognized,

of thosewho in singularcircumstanceshavemadeof

their lives anoffering of love to theLord andto their

brothersand sisters, as well as the Servantsof God

whoseCausesfor beatificationand canonizationare

underway. These processesshow how much the

witness of holiness is also presentin our time in

which the greatwitnessesto the faith shinelike stars

(cf. Phil 2:15), who havemarkedthe experienceof

the particularChurchesand, at the sametime, have

been fruitful throughout history. They are all our

friends,companionson the road,who help us realize

our baptismalvocation to the full and show us the

mostbeautiful faceof the Church,which is holy and

themotherof theSaints.
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During thecourseof theliturgical year,theChurch

publicly honoursthe Saintsand Blesseds, on pre-

establisheddates and in predeterminedways.

However, it seems important to me that all

particularChurchescommemoratethe Saintsand

Blessedson asingledate,aswell astheVenerables

andServantsof Godof their respectiveterritories.

It is not a matterof insertinga new memorialinto

the liturgical calendar, but of promoting with

appropriateinitiatives outside the liturgy, or of

recallingwithin it, for examplein thehomily or at

another time deemedappropriate,those figures

who have characterizedthe local Christian path

and spirituality. Therefore, I urge the particular

Churches,starting from the coming Jubilee of

2025, to rememberand honour thesefigures of

holiness,everyyear on 9 November,the Feastof

theDedicationof theLateranBasilica.

̢

̢ 

̢

2025 11 9 ̪
̫

̢ 



This will enable the individual diocesan

Communities to rediscover or perpetuate the

memory of extraordinarydisciplesof Christ who

haveleft a living markof thepresenceof theRisen

Lord and who are still sure guides today in the

common path towards God, protecting us and

supportingus. To this end,pastoraldirectionsand

guidelines will eventually be drawn up and

proposedto theEpiscopalConferences.

May the Saints, in whom the wondersof divine

manifold grace shine forth, urge us to a more

intimate communionwith God and inspire us to

singthepraisesof theMost High with them.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 9 November,Feastof the 

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica.

FRANCIS

Holy See Press Office Bulletin, 16 November 2024
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Matteo Ricci
1552-1610
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