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one in an illuminated manuscript. Frieabthd&ospels, which wer
produced in 586 CE in a monastery somewhere in northern Sy

2024 8 27 gospels are written in the Syriac language.
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The apse
mosaic was
made by
Venetian
artists. Chri
is flanked b
the Apostles
Peter, Paul,
Andrew and
Luke.

The small
figure near
Christ's feet
is Pope
Honorius I,
who ordered
the mosaic.
Pope
Honorius Il
(1148 1227)
born Cencio
Savelli, was
Pope from
1216 to 122
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The apse is today recessed
from the old one. Indeed, in
1884 Leo Xlll wanted to
enlarge the presbytery.
According to the questionable
artistic intervention criteria of
the time, the thirteenth-century
mosaic was restored, keeping
its iconography unchanged,
but irreparably corrupting its
artistic dimension. The mosaic
had been commissioned by
Pope Nicholas 1V (1288-1292),
the first Franciscan to be
elected pope, from Jacopo
Torriti, who in turn modified the
fifth century mosaic.
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