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Gothic architecture is an architectural style that was prevalent in Europe from the late
12th to the 16th century, during the High and Late Middle Ages, surviving into the
17th and 18th centuries in some areas. It evolved from Romanesque

architecture and was succeeded by Renaissance architecture. It originated in the fle-
de-France and Picardy regions of northern France. The style at the time was
sometimes known as opus Francigenum (lit. 'French work'); the term Gothic was first
applied contemptuously during the later Renaissance, by those ambitious to revive
the architecture of classical antiquity.

The defining design element of Gothic architecture is the pointed arch. The use of the
pointed arch in turn led to the development of the pointed rib vault and flying
buttresses, combined with elaborate tracery and stained glass windows.

At the Abbey of Saint-Denis, near Paris, the choir was reconstructed between 1140
and 1144, drawing together for the first time the developing Gothic architectural
features. In doing so, a new architectural style emerged that emphasized verticality
and the effect created by the transmission of light through stained glass windows.
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Common examples are found in Christian ecclesiastical architecture, and Gothic
cathedrals and churches, as well as abbeys, and parish churches. It is also the
architecture of many castles, palaces, town halls, guildhalls, universities and, less
prominently today, private dwellings. Many of the finest examples of medieval Gothic
architecture are listed by UNESCO as World Heritage Sites.

With the development of Renaissance architecture in Italy during the mid-15th
century, the Gothic style was supplanted by the new style, but in some regions,
notably England and what is now Belgium, Gothic continued to flourish and develop
into the 16th century. A series of Gothic revivals began in mid-18th century England,
spread through 19th-century Europe and continued, largely for churches and
university buildings, into the 20th century.

&« https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture
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Periods

Architecture "became a leading form of artistic expression during the late Middle
Ages". Gothic architecture began in the earlier 12th century in northwest France
and England and spread throughout Latin Europe in the 13th century; by 1300, a
first "international style" of Gothic had developed, with common design features

and formal language. A second "international style" emerged by 1400, alongside
innovations in England and central Europe that produced both the perpendicular
and flamboyant varieties. Typically, these typologies are identified as:

c.1130—c.1240 Early to High Gothic and Early English
c.1240—c.1350 Rayonnant and Decorated Style
c.1350—c.1500 Late Gothic: flamboyant and perpendicular
c.16th—18th century Post-Gothic

&« https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture
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Elements of Romanesque and Gothic architecture compared et

R Structural R
T element "
1 Arches
2 Vaults
3 Walls

4 Buttresses

5 Windows
5 Piers and
columns

7 | Gallery arcades

Romanesque $ Gothic $
Round Pointed
Barrel or groin Ribbed

Thick, with small

] Thinner, with large openings
openings

Wall buttresses of high
Wall buttresses of low o )
L projection, and flying
projection.

buttresses
Round arches, Pointed arches, often with
sometimes paired tracery
Cylindrical columns, Cylindrical and clustered
rectangular piers columns, complex piers

Two openings under an | Two pointed openings
arch, paired. under a pointed arch

Developments

The pointed Gothic arch varied from a very
sharp form, to a wide, flattened form.

Ribbed vaults appeared in the Romanesque
era and were elaborated in the Gothic era.

Wall structure diminished during the Gothic
era to a framework of mullions supporting
windows.

Complex Gothic buttresses supported the high
vaults and the walls pierced with windows

Gothic windows varied from simple lancet
form to ornate flamboyant patterns

Columns and piers developed increasing
complexity during the Gothic era

The Gothic gallery became increasingly
complex and unified with the clerestory

&« https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture
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GOTHIC CATHERAL
12t — 16 Century

https://www.cultus.hk/goth/architecture.php
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THE 3 CORE STRUCTURAL FEATURES
OF GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE

RIXEE S 230

Flying Buttresses Pointed Arches Ribbed Vaults

Na| ARIA

- Moved lateral weight - Controlled vertical - Used ribs as skeleton
away from walls force better than to hold up thin stone

« Allowed thinner walls round arches panels
and larger windows - Allowed taller, more - Created big, open

- Freed up interiors for flexible buildings ceilings without extra
light and movement weight

https://www.architecturecourses.org/learn/characteristics-gothic-architecture
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The flying buttresses at Saint-Eustaches Church, in Paris, France.
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Pointed Arches
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Clerestory
with Large Stained-
glass Windows

Interior of the Basilica of
Saint-Denis.
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Exterior and interior of the rose at Strasbourg Cathedral, France

Rose Window

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose window
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Sculpture
Portals and tympanum

Sculpture was an important element of Gothic
architecture. Its intent was present the stories of
the Bible in vivid and understandable fashion to
the great majority of the faithful who could not
read. The iconography of the sculptural
decoration on the facade was not left to the
sculptors. An edict of the Second Council of
Nicaea in 787 had declared: "The composition of
religious images is not to be left to the inspiration
of artists; it is derived from the principles put in
place by the Catholic Church and religious
tradition. Only the art belongs to the artist; the
composition belongs to the Fathers."

Saint-Denis Basilica Portal
&kl © https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture

. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Saint-Denis_Basiligue_Saint-Denis_Portal 3.jpg
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Basilica de Saint-
Denis, France
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Denis#/media/File:Basilique_Saint-Denis_-
Fa%C3%A7ade_nord - Saint-Denis_-
M%C3%A9diath% C3%A8que_de l'architecture et
du_patrimoine_- APMH00003933.jpg
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Basilica of Saint-Denis, builtin 1135.
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France
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The site originated as a Gallo-Roman cemetery in late Roman Basilica de Saint-Denis, France
times. The archaeological remains still lie beneath the cathedral;

the graves indicate a mixture of Christian and pre-Christian burial

practices. The cathedral is on the site where Saint Denis, the

first bishop of Paris, is believed to have been buried.

Around the year 475, St. Genevieve purchased some land and
built Saint-Denys de la Chapelle. In 636, on the orders

of Dagobert |, the relics of St. Denis, a patron saint of France,
were reinterred in the basilica. The relics of St. Denis, which had
been transferred to the parish church of the town in 1795, were
brought back again to the abbey in 1819.

In the 12th century, the abbot Suger rebuilt portions of the abbey
church using innovative structural and decorative features. In
doing so, he is said to have created the first

truly Gothic building. In the following century the master-

builder Pierre de Montreuil rebuilt the nave and the transepts in
the new Rayonnant Gothic style.

The abbey church became a cathedral on the formation of

the Diocese of Saint-Denis by Pope Paul VI in 1966 and is the
seat of the Bishop of Saint-Denis, currently (since 2009) Pascal
Delannoy. Although known as the "Basilica of St Denis", the
cathedral has not been granted the title of Minor Basilica by
the Vatican.

: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/21673641951800932/
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Suger's Gothic Ambulatory
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Last Judgment

. https://buffaloah.com/a/virtual/fr/stdenis/west/index.html
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The tympanum of the central portal represents the "Last
Judgment with Suger at the feet of Jesus Christ in glory."
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Basilica de Saint-Denis, France

The tympanum depicts the scenes from the
martyrdom of St. Denis, the first bishop of Paris.
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Chartres Cathedral, French
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Niches Chartres Cathedral, French

This consists of forty sculpted groups on
the lives of the Virgin Mary and Jesus.
Each group is numbered 1 to 40 below
the niches. Some of the groups have a
plaque mentioning the sculptor or a
caption in Gothic script identifying the
scene.

The forty groups are grouped into fifteen
sections. The eight sections around the
choir proper include a total of 29 scenes,
including the double scene in the twelfth
section (Raising of the Cross) - each
section usually has four scenes, except
the third section with the astronomical
clock. The apse has eleven scenes - six
of its sections consist of two scenes
each, whilst scene 21 in the ninth section
is a double-scene (Entry into Jerusalem).
No scenes appear on the 'axial' or
'roundabout’ section. : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choir wall_of Chartres Cathedral
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Chartres Cathedral, French

: https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-royal/
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Chart Cathedral, F h
The cathedral has three artres Cathedral, Frenc

great portals or entrances, opening
into the nave from the west and into
the transepts from north and south.
The portals are richly decorated with
sculptures, which rendered biblical
stories and theological ideas visible for
both the educated clergy and layfolk
who may not have had access to
textual learning. Each of the three
portals on the west facade (made
1145-1155) focuses on a different
aspect of Christ's role in the world; on
the right, his earthly Incarnation, on
the left, his Ascension or his existence
before his Incarnation (the era “ante
legem”), and, in the center, his Second
Coming, initiating the End of Time. The
statuary of the Chartres portals is g Yo o oz
considered among the finest existing o RLNC R Pir g BB R
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1. Asension or Second Coming of Christ | A. & B. Right Portal a., b., & c. Life of the Virgin

2. Christ in Majesty
3. Infancy of Christ

C. & D. Central Portal d., e., &f. Life of and Passion of Christ
E. & F. Left Portal

Doorposts and Pilasters:
g. to n. Angels and Old Testament Figures
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é north portal of Chartres Cathedral © NC

: https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/



https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-nord/

Chartres
Cathedral,
French

1 \} over the center
.\, portal of the
i\ north transept.

\ (Death) and
| Assumption of
the Virgin.
. Above is the
§ Coronation of
. the Virgin: Mary,
¥ . in her living

4 1 body, will rule
' the heavens
(%! | alongside her

| | Son Christ.

‘i) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chartres Cathedral
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(13th century)

Iconography of the various elements of the north transept portals

Chartres Cathedral, French

Left (east) portal

Central portal

Right (west) portal

Old Testament Patriarchs,

Jamb Annunciation to Mary and , King Solomon, the Queen of
L John the Baptist and St )
figures: the Visitation Sheba, various prophets
Peter
) Nativity and Annunciation to | Dormition and Assumption of

Lintel: o Judgement of Solomon

the Shepherds the Virgin

Adoration of the Magi and . o _
Tympanum: ) Coronation of the Virgin Job on the Dunghill

the Dream of the Magi

. . Old Testament Narratives (Esther,
) Personifications of the ] )

Archivolts: Tree of Jesse / Prophets Judith, Samson, Gideon and

Virtues and Vices

Tobit)

&l https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chartres_Cathedral



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chartres_Cathedral

drtiient o .‘»

o

Chartres Cathedral, French

©A. TALLON - The Trustees of Columbia University, M 2Nt ﬁAn Histy

. https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/

@)
Q
Z
©
©
| S
©
o
L
e
(©
@)
7p]
(O]
Lw
| -
®
L
@)
Y
@
®©
j
o
Q.
L
rr’
-
o
7p]
)
L
rr’



https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/
https://www.cathedrale-chartres.org/en/cathedrale/monument/sculptures/le-portail-sud/

(13th century)

Jamb
figures:

Lintel:

Tympanum:

Archivolts:

Left (west) portal
Martyr saints

The martyrdom (by
stoning) of Saint
Stephen

Stephen's beatific
vision of Christ

Assorted martyr
saints

Iconography of the various elements of the south transept portals

Central portal

The Apostles

The weighing of souls and separation
of the blessed and the damned

Christ showing his wounds with the
Virgin and St John and angels
bearing the Arma Christi

Choirs of angels and the dead rising
from their tombs / Prophets

Chartres Cathedral, French

Right (east) portal
Confessor saints

Scenes from the lives of Saint
Nicholas of Bari and Saint Martin
of Tours

Further scenes from the lives of
Saint Nicholas and Saint Martin

Life of St Giles in lower register,
other Confessors in the
remaining voussoirs

&l https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chartres_Cathedral
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Dame_de_la_Belle Verri%oC3%A8re#/media/Fichier:Vierge allaitant.jpg
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Left to right: Lancet windows under the west rose window; the Jesse Window or o
genealogy of Christ (right); Life of Christ (center), and the Passion of Christ (left)
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According to tradition, the veil (called Sancta Camisia because it was mistakenly interpreted as a tunic or shirt), was worn by Mary during the Annunciation or the Nativity. Believed to
have been presented as a gift to Charlemagne by the Empress Irene of Byzantium, it was later donated to the Cathedral by his grandson, King Charles the Bald, in 876 AD.

The veil has had a charmed existence. Miraculously it escaped a fire that devastated the Cathedral in 1194. When the building was stripped during the French Revolution, the veil
was cut into several portions, and then sold. Surviving pieces were later returned to the Cathedral, which again narrowly avoided destruction during the Second World War.
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Notre-Dame
Cathedral of Paris

A. Warwick Chantry K. Trinity Chapel. Tombs of Choir—

B. Founder. L. Tomb (unknown). 1. Maud.

C. Sir Hugh le Despenser. M. Abbot Alan. 2. Gilbert de Clare 111
D. Sir Guy de Brien. N. Tomb (unknown). = re=s=ce- 3 " " 11

E. Wakeman Cenotaph. 0. Duke of Somerset, 4. » " 1.

¥. Clarence Vault. P. Lord Wenlock 5. Richard ,,

G. Abbot (unknown). Q. Pulpit. 6. Richard le Despenser.
H. John Cotes, abbot. R. Lectern, 7. Thomas "

1. Cheltenham, abbot. S. Font. 8. Countess of Warwick.
1. Chapel (unnamed). . Stoup. 9. Duke of Warwick.
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Notre-Dame Cathedral of Paris

The Crown of Thorns

The cathedral is home to a treasured relic: the crown of thorns that is believed to have
been worn by Jesus as he was crucified, first brought to Paris by King Louis IX in the
13th century. The wreath was rescued from the mammoth blaze. &
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This portal is dedicated to Saint Anne, the mother of Mary. Below the
tympanum, the two lintels in the lower part represent the marriage of
Joachim and Anne (Mary’s parents) and that of Mary and Joseph (the
parents of Jesus). The upper part tells of scenes from the life of Christ:
The Annunciation (announcement of the angel Gabriel to Mary), the
Visitation to Mary (visit of Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist, to
Mary), the Nativity (birth of the Christ in Bethlehem), and Epiphany
(adoration of the Three Kings).

The central pillar, between the two doors, represents Saint Marcel, the
bishop of Paris in the 4th century.

ik} ¢ https://www.friendsofnotredamedeparis.org/cathedral/artifacts/portals/
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PORTAL OF THE LAST JUDGEMENT Notre-Dame Cathedral of Paris

The portal of the Last Judgment was installed on the ' Wj“:"’“““‘*’* SEE
west facade between 1220 and 1230. It represents p "’/ﬁfﬁ\s\ :

the judgment of God, according to Saint Matthew, P NP -

where the accursed are chastised and the blessed 3 RS

are welcomed into eternal life.

The portal of the Last Judgment was installed after
the other two portals on the facade. It represents, in
Christian iconography of the Middle Ages, the
judgment of God when the soul of the deceased is
resurrected. According to Christian tradition, God "will
judge the living and the dead". The Gospel of Saint
Matthew records the words of Jesus: "what you did to
the least of one of my brothers, you did it to me".

* 14

On the lower lintel, the dead rise and leave their
graves. The angels sound the trumpet. These figures
include a pope, a king, women, warriors, and an
African man. At the top lintel, Archangel Michael
weighs souls and two demons try to tip the scales.
The chosen are led to paradise (at the right hand of

Christ) while the damned, chained and terrified, are
led by other demons to hell. ------

&kl https://www.friendsofnotredamedeparis.org/cathedral/artifacts/portals/
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------ On the tympanum, Christ is seated in glory. He
shows the wounds on his hands and his side. Two
angels carry the instruments of the crucifixion: the
spear and nails for one, the cross for the other. Mary
and Saint John kneel on either side. As in the other ;
portals, the celestial court occupies the arches: { E
angels, patriarchs, prophets, theologians, martyrs and = } /
virgins. Hell occupies the right of the arches. The o A
"wise virgins" (to the right of God) symbolize the hope |
of reaching paradise, carrying lighted lamps, while the
"foolish virgins" carry extinguished lamps. In the
center of the portal, on the pillar between the two ‘
doors, the teaching Christ stands on a plinth. | ’/

On either side of the doors, the sculptures represent
the twelve apostles. On the left are Bartholomew,
Simon, James the Younger, Andrew, John and Peter,
and on the right are Paul, James the Elder, Thomas, |
Philip, Jude and Matthew. In 1792, the revolutionaries
destroyed these statues, so the statues we see today
are replacements. At the foot of the Twelve Apostles,
medallions represent virtues and vices, a theme
repeated on the stained glass windows of the western
rose window. -
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------ The portal of the Last Judgment underwent two = eSSt tuiniis
important modifications in the 18th century. The first, , RE— B
in 1771, occurred when the architect Germain Soufflot =
removed the pillar and the central part of the two '
lintels because the Archbishop wanted to facilitate the
passage of the canopy during processions. A wooden
arch evoking Mary enhanced with a crown worn by
two angels replaced the gap. Two doors replace the
heavy door panels, one carved with Christ carrying
his cross; the other of Maria Dolorosa, Mary weeping
in pain over the death of her son. The second
modification dates from the cathedral’s major
restoration in the 19th century. During this campaign,
the architect Viollet-le-Duc reverted the portal to its
original state. He restored and replaced the
overmantel, the statues of the wise virgins and the
foolish virgins, and the statues of the twelve apostles.

Bkl : https://www.friendsofnotredamedeparis.org/cathedral/artifacts/portals/
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PORTAL OF THE VIRGIN

Located on the left side of the west facade, the portal of the
Virgin evokes, according to the tradition of the Church, the death
of Mary, her assumption to paradise and her coronation as
queen of heaven. It was put into place around 1210-1220.

Notre-Dame Cathedral is dedicated to Mary, and this portal is
particularly dedicated to her. The Virgin and Child, placed in the
center on the pillar between the two doors, tramples on the
serpent, the symbol of Satan. The four seasons are represented
on the left and the four ages of life on the right. They remind the
faithful of the rhythm of life from the moment they enter the
cathedral. Under the pillar, a bas-relief represents the story of
Adam and Eve in three sequences: Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden (or earthly paradise), the temptation of Adam and
original sin (the devil is represented under the form of Lilith, an
alluring woman with a long serpent'’s tail) and the expulsion of
the first men from the Garden of Eden. ------

Notre-Dame Cathedral of Paris
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Notre-Dame Cathedral of Paris

------ The tympanum is located above the two doors. On the lower
lintel, three prophets appear on the left and three Kings of Israel
on the right, holding small leather boxes inscribed with biblical
texts. The heavenly Jerusalem is placed under a canopy. A chest
symbolizes the Ark of the Covenant materializing God's promise
to his people. Mary is considered the new Ark of the Covenant.
The upper lintel represents the death of Mary surrounded by
Jesus and the twelve apostles, Paul under a fig tree and John
under an olive tree. Two angels lift her shroud to carry her to
heaven. At the top of the tympanum of the portal of the Virgin,
Mary is in paradise, seated and crowned by an angel. Jesus
blesses her and gives her the scepter. Sacred Queen of Heaven,
she sits beside her son. Around them, in the four arches of the
portal, angels, patriarchs, kings and prophets make up a
heavenly court.:-:-

&l https://www.friendsofnotredamedeparis.org/cathedral/artifacts/portals/
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------ Nine standing statues are placed on each side of the two
doors. On the left, the statues represent the Emperor
Constantine, an angel, Saint Denis and another an angel. On the
right, they represent Saint John the Baptist, Saint Stephen, Saint
Geneviéve and Pope Saint Sylvester. Saint Denis, Saint
Genevieve and Saint Marcel are the patron saints of Paris. Their
presence at the entrance to the cathedral is a reminder of their
benevolent protections over the faithful who enter Notre-Dame
Cathedral. These statues, destroyed in 1793 following the
French Revolution, were rebuilt in the 19th century under the
direction of Viollet-le-Duc. The pillars of the two doors evoke the
twelve months of the year. On the left, the signs of the zodiac
symbolize the cycle. On the right, works of the months represent
the terrestrial cycle. The stained glass windows of the western
rose echo these themes.

Notre-Dame Cathedral of Paris
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The Shrine of the Three Kings in Cologne

- Y N : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrine_of_the_Three_Kings
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The Frescos of the Lower
Basilica of San Clemente, Roma

 https://www.basilicasanclemente.com/eng/the-frescos-of-the-lower-basilica/
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Cologne Cathedral, Germany

Altar of the Poor Clares

The winged altar-piece, which dates from about 1350/60, was originally Sl n

i
located in the Franciscan Church of St Clare in Cologne and was only \i £ 4 },
transferred to the cathedral when this church was deconsecrated and +g e 1::" T .o:
demolished. v vl
At the centre of the altar-piece is a protruding Pl
shrine casket. The altar-piece has a pair of : . :.
double wings, which means that three | Lt Dt Rl

different transformations—each magnificent
and each very different from the other—are
possible.

The paintings on the wings were painted over
in the year 1400. Unfortunately, when the
altar-piece was restored between 1907 and
1909, the value of these more recent,
medieval paintings was not fully appreciated
and so, the medieval paintings were removed
from both sides of the outer wings, revealing
the older paintings.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20160307212118/http://www.koelner-dom.de/index.php?id=17088&L=1
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Cologne Cathedral,

Germany

Altar of the Poor Clares, Feast Day Opening



Cologne Cathedral,
Germany

Altar of the Poor Clares, High Feast Day Opening

https://www.koelner-dom.de/rundgang/klarenaltar/hochfeiertagsseite
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Altar of the Poor Clares Altar of the Poor Clares, Back Side, 1905
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Altar of the Poor Clares, Back Side, 1905
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Cologne Cathedral, Germany

https://www.dreamstime.com/church-st-james-brno-was-

first-mentioned-writing-originally-romanesgue-building-later-

replaced-gothic-one-image227939667
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Altar of the City Patrons,
c. 1442
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This triptych, which was
painted sometime around
1442 by the Cologne-
based artist Stefan
Lochner (d.1451) for
Cologne’s city council
chapel, is the most
significant example of the
Late Gothic Cologne
school of painting.

The altar-piece was hidden from French revolutionary troops in 1794.
Following the deconsecration of the chapelin 1810, the altar-piece was
transferred to the cathedral at the instigation of the Cologne scholar,
clergyman, and art collector F. F. Wallraf.

Today, it is the dominant feature of the Lady Chapel and decorates the
altar there. In view of the fact that mass is said in the Lady Chapel every
day, this altar-piece is in daily liturgical use. To this day, the wings of the
altar-piece are closed during Advent and Lent.
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The wings of the altar-piece can be
closed to reveal a painting of the
Annunciation to the Virgin. Although
the scene is divided among two
specially framed panels, it creates
the impression of being one single
image. The richly patterned gold
curtain that stretches from one end
of the scene to the other and the fact
that the ceiling and the stone floor
are both painted in perspective
creates a very uniform, naturalistic
space. Although the greeting of the
angel entering the room through the
door on the right-hand side seems
entirely realistic and spontaneous,
the understated colours used for the
figures, the gentleness of the Virgin,
and her golden nimbus create the
impression of timelessness.
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The Crucifix of
Bishop Gero, 10th
century, the oldest
known large
crucifix
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Cologne Cathedral, Germany

Four apostles of the
jamb of the portal of
Cologne Cathedral,
c.1375. Limestone
Behind: Saints Andrew,
Peter, Paul and John.
Front: Angel with a bell,
St Catherine, a Prophet.
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Baptismal font, Cotogne baptistery
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Baptismal font, Cologne baptistery

The large, sixth-century octagonal basin complete with drain (right) was discovered &

to the east of the cathedralin 1866 and is protected to this day by a brick vault
constructed by the cathedral’s head architect, Richard Voigtel. The basin was used
for the Christian rite of baptism and bears all the hallmarks of such a sixth-century
structure (e.g. the accentuated areas at the corners for the supports of a ciborium).
It was built on top of the walls of a Roman house that already contained an
octagonal basin. The floor at the bottom edge of the photo belonged to this Roman
basin. Because the remaining walls—both those of the house and those of the
baptistery—were excavated and unfortunately almost completely destroyed long
before the start of archaeological excavations, it is very hard to reconstruct the
various different construction phases.

Sixth century: the large octagonal baptismal font with its original drain (right) was
found in the eastern section of the cathedralin 1866 and protected until today by a
brick vault built by the then Cathedral architect Voigtel. The Christian basin with
forms characteristic of the sixth century (in case the marked corner foundations for
the bases of the columns of the ciborium), was placed above the walls of a Roman
house in which there also was an eight-sided basin. To this also belonged the
seamless floor in the lower edge of the picture. Because the remaining walls, those
of the house as well as the baptistery, were already covered a long time before
archaeological excavation and unfortunately mostly destroyed, for this reason the
reconstruction of the different points from the building phases are unclear.
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Cologne Cathedral, Germany

Baptismal font,
Cologne baptistery
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In the foundation section of the baptismal pool there is below to the right a :.l l_‘_ - o o ol
drainage outlet. On the exterior there is a rectangular opening which is visible , L[ B T -
on the inside with a lead pipe; this was connected to a channel which is now *—5 * 1 t * &=
lost. The supply of baptismal water might have come from a stream above the * o1 ¢ o xd
basin edge located in the back to the left. (SR) Y W W W SERe ¢

The around two meter pool on the inside has been dressed with waterproof
mortar. To the right and left are the stairs for the baptismal candidates. The
original top edge was probably a bit higher. The inner water-level reached
about 0.5 meters, which is indicated by the height of the plastered walls. A
person would have stood in the pool and baptized by poured water. In order to
support the weight of the water as well as the basin and the ciborium to be
reconstructed above the piscina, a strong foundation was required, here
recognized above the older Roman phases. Above the top edge the drain was
the floor of the baptistery whose upper sections were disguised. (SR)
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The Madonnina once marked

the highest point in Milan
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veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en

Evidence of a style dating back to the middle of the
16th century shows that the Old Testament window had
to undergo extensive renovations at that time.



https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/stories-from-the-old-testament-veneranda-fabbrica-del-duomo-di-milano/dAXhNmLtsG32Lg?hl=en

The three absidal stained-glass windows are the oldest
and largest in the Cathedral. They are dedicated the
stories from Saint John's Book of Revelation, the Old
Testament, and the New Testament.
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Basilica di Santa Tecla

Info: https://duomodimilanotickets.com/archaeological-area/

The remains of the Basilica di Santa Tecla, a large
early Christian church constructed in the 5th
century. Santa Tecla was Milan’s summer
cathedral (with Santa Maria Maggiore being the
winter cathedral) for several centuries before
both were replaced by the current Duomo.
Excavations uncovered large parts of Santa Tecla’s
foundations, demonstrating that it was a gigantic
building for its era proving Milan’s significance as
an early Christian city. Tourists can see:

*The basilica’s impressive ground plan
*Remnants of enormous columns that previously
held up the roof

*Fragments of liturgical furniture

*Proof of architectural changes implemented
over the centuries

The ruins of the apse

Photo:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa _Tecla, Milan#/

media/File:Basilica di_Santa Tecla Milano 5.jpg
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The Archaeological Area: Ambroses's Baptistery and the Santa Tecla Cathedral.

San Giovanni alle Fonti (1) was built at the wish of Ambrose who baptised Augustine there
during the Easter Vigil of 387. The building was demolished and filled in from 1387 onwards
50 asnot to hinder the restrucruring commissioned by the Visconti family of the apsidal section
‘of Santa Tecla. The baptistery (2) gave onto the atrium of Santa Maria Maggiore, “founded”
by the Erankish Bishop Angilbertus II (824-859), according to Mediaeval sources; but it
probably replaced a pre-existent paleo-christian church. Sections of the Romanesque-Gothic
fagade of the church are preserved in the underground service area of the Veneranda Fabbrica
del Duomo (Cathedral Maintenance Council) which is not open to the public
The Cathedral of Santa Tecla (3)
During the Middle Ages, the graveyard area between Santa Tecla and the ba
%Si‘lifmfthel}uﬁaloﬂeadmg prelates and some of their faﬁaily members J
Ry a few of the numerous tombs, often completely plas i :
cc:upxedthe plfivileged space» in front of the wefternZnE;lris::z;ejf iﬁ: 15: l?i?ti m; ;e’ hich
SIbleAMtherplace of wo:ship, consisting of three apses and thepnaxhiyéf :

tistery (4) was

are still
which is
~-christian

rchivio Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo).
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Westminster Abbey, London

An architectural masterpiece of the 13th to 16th centuries, Westminster
Abbey also presents a unique pageant of British history — the shrine of St
Edward the Confessor, the tombs of kings and queens, and countless
memorials to the famous and the great.

It has been the setting for every Coronation since 1066 and for numerous
other royal occasions, including sixteen royal weddings.

Today it is still a church dedicated to regular worship and to the celebration
of great events in the life of the nation. Neither a cathedral nor a parish
church, Westminster Abbey (or the Collegiate Church of St Peter,
Westminster to give it its correct title) is a "Royal Peculiar" under the
jurisdiction of a Dean and Chapter, subject only to the Sovereign and not to
any archbishop or bishop.

Westminster Abbey, a work of architectural genius, a place of daily worship,
deploying the resources of high musical expertise, a burial place of kings,
statesmen, poets, scientists, warriors and musicians, is the result of a
process of development across the centuries, which represents the response
of a monastery and later a post-Reformation church to the stimulus and
challenge of its environment.

EiHl ¢ https://www.westminster-abbey.org/history/history-of-westminster-abbey
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Westminster Abbey, London

BRITISH ROYAL FAMILY

Westminster Abbey

King Charles lll will become the 40th reigning monarch to be crowned at Westminster
Abbey since 1066.

Coronation Chair

Made to house coronation
stone of Scotland. In use at
every coronation since 1308.

= Seating areas Cosrqau Pavement
Mosaic floor of marble, coloured stone and

glass, 758m square. Laid down in 1268 by

craftsmen from Rome. :

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/5/5/ma

5
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N.B. The lines of the Norman work

are shownin red.

WESTMINSTER ABBEY,— PLAN SHOWING RELATIVE POSITIONS OF THE CHURCH OF EDWARD THE CONFESSOR AND OF THE EXISTING CHURCH.

Westminster
Abbey, London

Plan showing relative positions of the 11th-century
church (in red) and the present church (in blue)

:
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Westminster

Abbey
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Westminster Abbey, London

WESTMINSTER

Mary Quen of Scots

| @@-Lady Douglas

Plan of the
abbey, showing
side chapels
and key royal
tombs

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster

Abbey
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in the 17th Century.
& : Westminster Abbey - Wikipedia

Westminster Abbey, London

Great West Door Martyrs Statues i in the 20th Century

Westminster Abbey - Wikipedia

West front in the 18th Century

after restoration.
& :
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Westminster Abbey, London

North facade with portals at Westminster Abbey
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: https://www.architecturelab.net/architecture/landmark/westminster-abbey/ & https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
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A sculpture of the Blessed Virgin Mary holding the Crowned Christis on

Blessed Virgin Mary Sculpture:
the central pillar at the North Door.
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St. Stephen's
Cathedral, Austria
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Growth of the cathedral, showing
the Roman towers and Giant's
Door from the burned first church
(1137), the

(1263), the

(1340), and

the Duke Rudolf IV
additions (1359), which removed
the second church, leaving
Stephansdom as it appears today.

St. Stephen's Cathedral, Austria
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Austria
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St. Stephen's Cathedral, Austria

: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5b/Wien
Stephansdom%2C Hauptschiff Richtung Hochalter %282%29.)
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St. Stephen's Cathedral, Austria

High Altar
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Maria-Potsch-Altar

St. Stephen's Cathedral, Austria
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Catholic Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception,

Hong Kong
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A TYPICAL HONG KONXG VIEW, WITH BUILDINGS CROWDED ON ALL LEVELS, WITM A VISTA OF
THE MHARBOUNR AND MAINLAND AND, IN THME CENYHRE, ONE OF THE COLONY'S MANY CHURCHES,
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. https://www.kenahan.com/index.php?m=news&a=content&id=35595 & https://hk.trip.com/travel-guide/attraction/beijing/xishiku-church-90842/
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T The Sacred Heart Cathedral of

k Guangzhou. The Sacred Heart
Cathedral is located in Yide Road,
Yuexiu District, Guangzhou,

¢ Guangdong Province. The Sacred
Heart Cathedral was officially

2w inaugurated on June 18, 1863, the
& Sacred Heart Memorial Day, hence
¢ &£! the name Sacred Heart Cathedral.
|t took 25 years to complete and is
the most magnificent and
distinctive cathedral in the Catholic
Diocese of Guangzhou. The Stone
v Chamber Sacred Heart Cathedral
=" was designed by French designers
% and built by Chinese craftsmen.

S
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