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Abbey of the Holy Trinity (French: Abbaye de la Sainte-Trinité) ,11th
century Romanesque Benedictine Abbey in Lessay, Manche, France

Colosseum, Rome, AD 80

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colosseum#/media/File:Colosseo_2020.jpg https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanesque_architecture#/media/File:LessayAbbaye3.JPG
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Romanesque Architecture — A brief introduction

Romanesque architecture
was the architecture that
emerged in Europe to
accommodate the rise of
monasticism between the
late 10th century and the
12th century. Larger
churches were needed
for numerous monks and
pilgrims who came to
view saints’ relics. Since
Romanesque designs
were a by-product of dark
ages, it often doubled up
as defensive structures.
Structures were also
made fire-resistant to
some extent by replacing
timber construction with
masonry vaulting.

The place where the two
barrel vault arms of the church cross
Is called a crossing.

buttress

One or more naves form
the long arm of the cross
There were one or two and end in an apse.
towers near the main
entrance.

Sometimes
there was an
ambulatory so
that pilgrims
could walk
around the
main altar and
view the relics
there.

They had between

three and five
naves. The central /

nave was higher
than the others.

The churches
sometimes had more
than one floor.
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Evolution of Romanesque
Architecture

Romanesque architecture is the
European style of building mainly
influenced by Roman architecture, as
well as elements of Byzantine
architecture, and Islamic art. It can be
divided into three periods, Pre-
Romanesque and Early Romanesque
architecture had thick rubble walls,
smaller windows, vault-less roofs,
and rhythmic ornamental

arches while Mature Romanesque
Architecture had more refined style
and increased use of the vault and
dressed stone. In England, mature
Romanesque architecture is known
as Norman Architecture.

Some characteristics of Romanesque Architecture
Exterior

Pisa Cathedral, Italy built in the Pisan Romanesque style in the 12th century
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Thick Walls

Massive supporting walls had few and comparatively small openings and arches had to be
constructed for large openings. Rose windows(circular windows divided into segments) were
a popular characteristic.

Roofs

It was made from wood, then stone. Vaulted roofs generally featured barrel-vaults and groin
vaults made of stone or brick. Eventually, these evolved into the pointed ribbed arch used in
Gothic architecture.

Towers
Towers which were earlier constructed as a defensive measure became a regular feature of
a Romanesque Architecture. They were usually circular, octagonal or square.

Buttress

A buttress is a vertical support member that rests on a wall to provide additional support.
Romanesque buttresses are generally of flat square profile and do not project a lot beyond
the wall.

Plans
Abbey and cathedral churches generally follow the Latin Cross plan which is in the shape of
a cruciform. The simplest Romanesque churches are aisleless halls with a projecting apse.
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Arcades

Rows of semi-circular arches, supported on rectangular masonry piers, or drum/
hollow-core columns with elaborate Corinthian columns.

Sculptures

Sculptures were a majorly used for ornamentation in mature Romanesque
Architecture. A sculptural frieze was a common element. It was also used to depict
various celestial characters. Mainly bronze and stone were used to make the
sculptures.

Frescoes

Fresco is a type of mural painting on freshly laid plaster. Frescos were painted on
vaulted ceilings to elaborately illustrate the life of Christ and teachings of the church.

Stained Glass
Stained glass murals were small pieces of coloured glass stitched together to form a
picture. They usually depicted mythological characters and stories.
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Romanesque architecture explained
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Piazza dei Miracoli
~ with the leaning
. tower of Pisa, the
B8 Cathedral of Santa
S Maria Assunta and
M the Baptistery
i baptistery, Tuscany.
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Baptistery St.Jean, 1153-¢.1300.
Cemetery (Campo Santo), 1278-1465,

PISA

Campanile, or Leaning Tower, 1174-1350

Cathedral, 1067-1250,
restored after fire 1596,

Chapelle del Pdzzo
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Pisa Cathedral

This is the plan of the Campanile and
Cathedral in Pisa, Italy. This is an example
of Italian Central Romanesque architecture.
Furthermore it is an example of a Pisan
Church. The Campanile, or Leaning Tower
was erected from 1174 to 1350. The
Cathedral was erected in 1067 to 1250 and
restored after a fire in 1596. The Baptistery
of St. Jean was erected in 1153 to 13th
Century AD. The Cemetery, Campo Santo,
was erected in 1278 to 1465.

: https://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/10600/10608/10608.htm
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Pisa Cathedral

Panoramic view of interior
of Pisa Baptistery of St.
John is a Roman Catholic
ecclesiastical building in
Pisa. Pisa, Italy - August 19,
2016: Panoramic view of
interior of Pisa Baptistery of
St. John Battistero di San
Giovanni is a Roman
Catholic ecclesiastical
building in Pisa
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Pisa Cathedral

Pisa, Italy - 29 June
2023: Baptistery
interior, basilica altar,
catholic church. Italy
travel destination
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Pisa Cathedral

PISA, ITALY - SEP 19:
Deep space inside the
12th century Roman
Catholic Baptistery of
St. John with tall
columns on 19
September 2018.
Historic Piazza dei
Miracoli is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site
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The Abbey of the Holy Trinity, Lessay, Manche, France ( 11tH4Z )

L' abbaye Sainte-
Trinité de Lessay
*Normandie*
Manche -
11.Jahrhundert

YouTube:
https://youtu.be/hx -
WOLSR9E?si=CO0-
LwpvotwkCr68D
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The Abbey of the Holy Trinity, Lessay

The Abbey of the Holy Trinity (French: Abbaye de la Sainte-Trinité) is an 11th
century Romanesque Benedictine Abbey church located in Lessay, Manche,
France, then in Normandy. The abbey is one of the most important Norman
Romanesque churches, and, along with Durham Cathedral, one of the first
examples use of the rib vault to cover the choir in about 1098. This element
became a key feature of Gothic architecture. The abbey was nearly
destroyed in 1357. It was destroyed in 1944 and subsequently rebuilt.

History e |
The Benedictine Abbey of the Holy Trinity in Lessay was founded in 1056 by Turstin Haldup [fr], Baron of La Haye-du-
Puits, and his wife Emma, who deeded all their holdings in the Sainte-Opportune parish to the new monastery. This
charter was confirmed in 1080 by Eudes au Capel, Turstin's son and William the Conqueror's seneschal. Duke William
and Geoffrey de Montbray, bishop of Coutances, signed the abbey's charter, as did the bishops of Canterbury, York,
Bayeux, Winchester, and St. Anselm. Eudes au Capel was buried in Lessay Abbey's choir in 1098.

When Eudes Rigaud [fr], Archbishop of Rouen, visited Lessay in 1250, the abbey had 36 monks, had 1,400 livres in its
treasury and owed 450 to its creditors. When Riguad visited again in 1266, there were 56 monks, but hostilities with
the Kingdom of England had caused the monastery significant privations.

In 1337, Lessay's abbot had a parish church independent of the abbey built for Sainte-Opportune parish. The
monastery bestowed the townships of Anneville-en-Saire and Bolleville with a trade fair in 1423.

Bl ¢ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lessay Abbey https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanesque_architecture#/media/File:LessayAbbaye3.JPG
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Collegiate church in Tum, Poland (1242 )

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanesque_architecture#/media/File:Collegiate_Church_in_Tum.jpg
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Collegiate church in Tum, Poland

The Collegiate Church of St. Mary and St. Alexius (Polish: Kolegiata
w Tumie) is an encastellated Romanesque church located in the
village of Tum near Lteczyca, in central Poland. It was constructed out
of granite blocks and sandstone in the mid-12th century.

The church was built using the opus emplectum technique. It has the
form of an aisled basilica with galleries, a twin-tower west facade,
and two apses (west and east). It was reconstructed in the 15th, 18th
and mid-20th centuries; during the latest reconstruction the church
returned to its simpler Romanesque form and round turrets at the
east were added. The main (north) portal is sculpted and dates back
to the first half of 12th century. In 2022, the church was designated
an official Polish Historic Monument.

ZEikl ¢ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tum Collegiate Church
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Collegiate church in Tum, Poland
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collegiate church on the north side, photo J. Michalew
Image 4 of 19

cross-section reconstruction of the collegiate church from the 12th century by the Department of Polish
Architecture
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longitudinal section reconstructing the appearance of the collegiate church from the Romanesque period according to
T.H.Ortowski, drawing E.Wtorkiewicz-Marosik

: https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/



https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/
https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/
https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/
https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/
https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/
https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/
https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/poland/tum-collegiate-church/

Collegiate church in Tum, Poland

ﬂ“ /////7//”"/'.,' 7

e/poland/tum-collegiate-church

interior of the central nave, photo Wikimedia Commons

Image 17 of 19 B¢ https://adamwalanus.pl/2014/tum/index.html
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Maria Laach Abbey, Germany (1247 )

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanesque_architecture#/media/File:Maria_Lach 02.jpg
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Maria Laach Abbey, Germany

Maria Laach Abbey, a
perfect example of
Rhineland
Romanesque, built
mainly between 1130
and 1156
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Interior of the Maria
Laach Benedictine
Abbey in Germany.
German Romanesque
church of the
Benedictine monastery
situated on the
southwestern shore of
the Laacher See (Lake
Laach), near Andernach,
in the Eifel region of
the Rhineland-
Palatinate in Germany.
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The Cathedral of Saint
Mary Maijor, Lisbon

Built in 1147

: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lisbon Cathedral



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lisbon_Cathedral

During the Late Medieval Era, Romanesque
architecture had begun a gradual transition into the
genre we know now as “Gothic.” The two styles
share much in common, including ribbed vaults,
buttresses, clustered columns, ambulatories, wheel
windows, spires and tympanums. Sometimes it can
be confusing trying to tell them apart, but, as shown
below in the photos, there are two major differences
which, by definition, distinguish them from each
other:

https://iennymerr.wordpress.com/2011/11/28/romanesque-to-gothic-the-transition/
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The Cathedral of Lisbon Notre Dame de Paris

...See the difference? Whereas
the Romanesque Cathedral at Lisbon is big, bulky, and simplistic, the Notre
Dame de Paris is ornate, open, and possesses more windows. Or, more
specifically, the Gothic building has light. For the first time in Europe,
grand structures weren't so dark on the inside because architects were
using more and more windows. Of course, this would pose many structural
problems, but [ will talk more about that later. Also note the shape of the
doorways: the ones at Lisbon are rounded, and the ones at Paris are
pointed. Still, it is easy nonetheless to see how Romanesque eventually
evolved into the other over time. The rose windows at the front, for

example, are nearly the same.
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Legend (partial) [edit] The Cathedral of Saint
Mary Maijor, Lisbon
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The Cathedral
of Saint Mary
Major, Lisbon

: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lisbon Cathedral



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lisbon_Cathedral

The Cathedral of Saint
Mary Major, Lisbon

: https://www.discover-portugal.com/lisbon-cathedral/
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The Cathedral of Saint
Mary Major, Lisbon

The nave of Lisbon Cathedral is
covered by a series of barrel vaults
separated by transverse arches and

has an upper, arched gallery
(triforium).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanesque_architecture#/
media/File:Lisboa_IMG_6823 (20933435239).ipg



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanesque_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanesque_architecture
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Basilica of Agliate,
Agliate, Carate
Brianza, Monza e

Brianza,
Lombardy, Italy,
Europe

YouTube :

https://youtu.be/CW1cYBq

SefA?si=9HySO0rw_jC5LQ
RM4

ion.it/CastellolT di_CarateBr-Agliate B-SPP.htm
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Courtyard of Pilate, Basilica of St. Stephen, Bologna, Emilia-Roma
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Apses of the basilica and the baptistery.

. https://youtu.be/CW1cYBgSefA?si=REbDF3NJ4 DTQLXL & https://en.tripadvisor.com.hk/Attraction Review-g1675574-
d4583254-Reviews-Basilica_di_Agliate-Carate Brianza Province of Monza and Brianza Lombardy.html &z
http://www.circulturaledonberetta.it/opera_omnia/05 opera/01 libri/09 aglia/aglia.html
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Basilica of Saints Peter
and Paul in Agliate, Italy

RESTAURO BASILICA o1 AGLIATE

CRIPTA
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* http://www.circulturaledonberetta.it/opera omnia/05 opera/01 libri/09 aglia/aglia.html Fz

https://en.tripadvisor.com.hk/Attraction Review-g1675574-d4583254-Reviews-Basilica di_Agliate-
Carate Brianza Province of Monza and Brianza Lombardy.html
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Basilica of Saints Peter
Santi Pietro e Paolo is and Paul in Agliate, Italy

a Romanesque-style, Roman
Catholic basilica church in the
frazione of Agliate of Carate Brianza,
province of Monza and Brianza,
region of Lombardy, ltaly.

The church was built in the 9th to
10th century, although the present
structure was heavily reconstructed
in the 19th century. The facade is
not decorated with three entrances,
one for each nave. These are
separated by columns from a prior
temple. Under the presbytery is a
crypt. Most of the frescoes of the
church are lost, but the adjacent 9
sided baptistery will retains frescoes
from the 14th century and earlier.
The present bell-tower was added in
the late 19th century.

&k} © https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santi Pietro e Paolo, Agliate . https://www.preboggion.it/CastellolT di CarateBr-Agliate B-SPP.htm
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Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Agliate, Italy

The basilica of Saints Peter
and Paul is the main place of
Catholic worship in Agliate, a

d fraction of the municipality of
fl Carate Brianza. It is a
Romanesque basilica of still
Ottonian architectural
tradition, for a long time
believed to be Carolingian
(9th century), dating back to
the early 11th century. The
Lombard historian Don
Rinaldo Beretta has dedicated
a monograph with meticulous
ethnic-geographical
description of the Agliate
Parish to the basilica of
Agliate and its village. The
basilica is of a Romanesque
style, with three naves.

&l https://youtu.be/CW1cYBgSefA?si=dabYyLCAgCRwbrMr

:

https://en.tripadvisor.com.hk/Attraction Review-g1675574-d4583254-Reviews-Basilica _di Agliate-Carate Brianza Province of Monza and Brianza Lombardy.html#/media/4583254/?albumid=-160&type=ALL INCLUDING RESTRICTED&category=-160
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Basilica of Saints Peter
and Paul in Agliate, Italy

The presbytery is located in an elevated position and to
access it you need to climb a flight of 8 steps. Under the
presbytery area there is an oratory crypt that opens onto
the nave through two mullioned windows. The columns
of the crypt are surmounted by interesting capitals that

-'~ ov"' i seem to resume in a stylized way the contents of the
Corinthian capital. On the choir in the counter-facade,
: | !A 5 there is the pipe organ of the basilica, built in 1883 by
4 ‘l PR W Giuseppe Bernasconi and restored in 1986 by Alessandro
| o) s , i , Corno. The instrument is enclosed within a wooden case

QROXX RN QRS

with an exhibition formed by three cusps of main pipes
arranged in three fields. The console, with a window, has
a single 58-note keyboard with an extended first
chromatic octave and a 17-note pedalboard with an

7 extended first chromatic octave. The transmission is

PR e entirely mechanical.

&l https://youtu.be/CW1cYBgSefA?si=dabYyLCAgCRwbrMr
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Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Agliate, Italy
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. https://commons.wikimedia.or; i/File:Interior - Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Agliate %28Italy%29.JPG &z

en.tripadvisor.com.hk/Attraction Review-g1675574-d4583254-Reviews-Basilica_di_Agliate-

Carate Brianza Province of Monza and Brianza Lombardy.html
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Basilica of Saints Peter
and Paul in Agliate, Italy
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Basilica of
Saints Peter
and Paul in
Agliate, Italy
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Basilica of
Saints Peter
and Paul in
Agliate, Italy

:
https://en.tripadvisor.co
m.hk/Attraction Review-
g1675574-d4583254-

Reviews-

Basilica_di_Agliate-

Carate Brianza Province
of Monza and Brianza

Lombardy.html
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Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Agliate, Italy

Next to the basilica there is a baptistery
cohesive with the basilica and also in
Romanesque style. The plant has nine
sides on two of which the apse opens
and is surmounted by a simple vaulted
roof with eight segments. Inside you can
see the immersion baptismal font and
very ruined remains of the original fresco
decoration.

Agliate, medieval church of Santi Pietro e

- Paolo, baptistery interior. Agliate, Monza e

Brianza, Lombardy, Italy: medieval church

of the Saints Peter and Paul, interior of
the baptistery with frescos
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Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Agliate, Italy
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A palimpsest fresco; the Madonna and Child above,
and the Apostles Andrew and James below, were
painted in the 14th century, covering the original layer
of fresco, which is now partially exposed as pieces of
the newer layer have fallen off.
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Basilica of Saint Ambrose, Milan
(rebu”t in Romanesq ue Style 1 1 -1 2th Century) : https://milantips.com/basilica_di _santambrogio.html
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Basilica of Saint Ambrose, Milan

. THE ATRIUM OF ANSPERTUS AND

THE BELL TOWERS
MAIN PORTAL

SARCOPHAGUS OF STILICHO AND
MEDIEVAL AMBO

. THE GOLDEN ALTAR

CIBORIUM

APSE MOSAIC

. BRAMANTE’S CANONICA

. TOMBS OF AMBROSE, PROTASIUS
AND GERVASIUS

SAN VITTORE IN CIEL D’ORO

. https://www.basilicasantambrogio.it/en/mappa-della-basilica
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Basilica of Saint Ambrose, Milan

: https://www.basilicasantambrogio.it/en/mappa-della-basilica
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of Saint
Ambrose,
Milan
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In 386, Ambrose found the bodies of the martyrs Protasius and Gervasius near the old church of Santi
Nabore e Felice, and had them placed beneath the altar of the Ambrosian basilica, in the marble-clad tomb

that he had had prepared for himself. After his death (4 April 397), Ambrose was buried there as well, in a

tomb to the left of the martyrs. In 1864, the parish priest Francesco Maria Rossi unearthed a porphyry
sarcophagus, which was resting on two empty tombs placed side by side and clad in precious marble: these "
were the tombs of Protasius and Gervasius (larger in size) and Ambrose. The porphyry sarcophagus, where htwsz
the relics had been placed in the ninth century, was opened on 8 August 1871 and found to contain the asiicas
remains of the three saints, placed side by side, immersed in water and well preserved. In 1897, a new urn oo
was made for the saints’ relics. Designed by lppolito Marchetti, the glass and embossed silver urn was paid
for with contributions from Milan’s leading families and still preserves the saints’ bodies today. basilica
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The Catalan

Romanesque Churches
of the Vall de Boi

Santa Maria de Taull

ok -
https://www.centreromanic
.com/conjunt-romanic/

E% .
https://www.vallboi.cat/en/ Saint John of Bai
catalan-romanesque-its-
best

Nativity of Durro

Santa Maria de Cardet The Assumption of Céll Sant Quirc de Durro
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Chronology

11th century
First building work.

s. Xl
Church consecration.

1919-1922

Paintings removed.
Early's 70's

First restoration work.

2000-2001
Second restoration. New paintings discovered.

2013
Restoration, new paintings and new museography.

2024
Restauration and exposition of two travertine lipsanothecas.

® Sant Climent de Taull,
| Boi Valley (Catalonia),

Spain

| Consecrated on 10th

December 1123

: https://www.centreromanic.com/en/church/sant-
climent-de-taull/ } https://www.rexby.com/zh-
Hans/ahoravasyloviajas/ttd/charming-catalan-town-with-

romanesqgue-architecture
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: https://blogs.uoc.edu/extreballadors/900-anys-de-sant-climent-de-taull/
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The romanesque paintings of Sant Climent de Taull church (declared world heritage site by UNESCO) it’s
one of the most important jewels of Catalan Romanesque art and are now presented through an innovative
video mapping that recreates the original frescoes in the main apse . The original painting dates from the
XII B.C century and they are now preserved in the National Art Museum of Catalonia in Barcelona, MNAC .

Since 55 years ago the church had a copy of the originals painted on plaster surface that was degrading .
After removing the old copy a meticulous restoration process was realized which uncovered remains of the
original paint that had been preserved in the deep layers of the walls of the apse .

1955-2013 Present State 2013 Original Fragments 1123 Reconstuction




The mapping at Talll applies the latest audiovisual technologies to the Romanesque art .
In this sense , we captured the essence of the history to create the content of the video
mapping . Within the development of this installation we carried out a research process in
collaboration with archeologists to discover the proces of such a painting. The painting
has been reproduced digitally element by element to produce the animations . The image
has been designed in a precise shape that fits perfectly with the original remains present
in the church and the soundtrack transports us emotionally at the time of painting.

Sant Climent de Taull,
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Chronology

11th century
First building work.

s. XIl
Church consecration.

s XVl
Baroque reforms.

1919-1923
First paintings removed.

1960
Second paintings removed.

1971
Last paintings removed and restoration.

2013
New paintings copies on the south wall.

2024
Reintegration of the fragment depicting the Bath of baby

Jesus over the south-east column.
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Santa Maria de Taull,
Boi Valley (Catalonia),
Spain

Consecrated on 11th
December 1123

: https://www.centreromanic.com/en/church/santa-maria-de-
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Aachen Cathedral
Year Consecrated 805 * https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aachen Cathedral
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Aachen Cathedral (German: Aachener Dom) is a Catholic church
in Aachen, Germany and the cathedral of the Diocese of Aachen.

One of the oldest cathedral buildings in Europe, it was constructed as the royal
chapel of the Palace of Aachen of Emperor Charlemagne, who was buried
there in 814. From 936 to 1531, the original Palatine Chapel saw

the coronation of thirty-one German kings and twelve queens. Later, much
expanded, it was a minster and collegiate church, becoming a cathedral briefly
from 1803 to 1825, and again in 1930 when the Diocese of Aachen was
revived.[1] In 1978, Aachen Cathedral was one of the first 12 sites to be listed
on the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites, because of its exceptional artistry,
architecture, and central importance in the history of the Holy Roman
Empire.[2]

The cathedral mostly uses two distinct architectural styles. First, the core of
the cathedral is the Carolingian-Romanesque Palatine Chapel, which was
modeled after the Basilica of San Vitale at Ravenna and is notably small in
comparison to the later additions. Secondly, the choir was constructed in

the Gothic style.[3][4] There are portions that show Ottonian style, such as the
area around the throne,[4] and some areas were not completed until the 19th
century, in revivalist styles.

Aachen Cathedral

&kl ¢ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aachen Cathedral



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aachen_Cathedral

Origins Aachen Cathedral

Romanesque architecture was the first distinctive style to spread across Europe since the Roman Empire. With the
decline of Rome, Roman building methods survived to an extent in Western Europe, where successive
Merovingian, Carolingian and Ottonian architects continued to build large stone buildings such as monastery
churches and palaces. In the more northern countries, Roman building styles and techniques had never been
adopted except for official buildings, while in Scandinavia they were unknown. Although the round arch continued
in use, the engineering skills required to vault large spaces and build large domes were lost. There was a loss of
stylistic continuity, particularly apparent in the decline of the formal vocabulary of the Classical Orders. In Rome
several great Constantinian basilicas continued in use as an inspiration to later builders. Some traditions of Roman
architecture also survived in Byzantine architecture with the 6th-century octagonal Byzantine Basilica of San Vitale
in Ravenna being the inspiration for the greatest building of the Early Middle Ages in Europe, the Emperor
Charlemagne's Palatine Chapel, Aachen, Germany, built around the year AD 800.[295]

Dating shortly after the Palatine Chapel is a remarkable 9th-century Swiss manuscript known as the Plan of Saint
Gall and showing a very detailed plan of a monastic complex, with all its various monastic buildings and their
functions labelled. The largest building is the church, the plan of which is distinctly Germanic, having an apse at
both ends, an arrangement not generally seen elsewhere. Another feature of the church is its regular proportion,
the square plan of the crossing tower providing a module for the rest of the plan. These features can both be seen
at the Proto-Romanesque St. Michael's Church, Hildesheim, 1001-1030.[25]

Architecture of a Romanesque style also developed simultaneously in the north of ltaly, parts of France and in the
Iberian Peninsula in the 10th century and prior to the later influence of the Abbey of Cluny. The style, sometimes
called First Romanesque or Lombard Romanesque, is characterised by thick walls, lack of sculpture and the
presence of rhythmic ornamental arches known as a Lombard band.
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https://www.aachenerdom.de/en/a-
place-of-history/charlemagne/

:

Depiction by Josef Buchkremer in 1904, Domkapitel / Grafische Sammlung
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Aachen
Cathedral

Religious decoration

The chapel's original cupola mosaic was supposedly a depiction
of Christ enthroned, In purple robes and surrounded by the 24
elders from the Book of Revelation. Forelgn artists, brought to
Aachen by Charlemagne, most likely made this mosaic, although it
doesn't survive today. Instead, the mosaic that now decorates the
chapel Is 3 19th-century re-creation by Antonio Salviatl, following
the desligns of Belgian architect Jean-Baptiste de Bethune.

Art on display

Connecting the Palatine Chapel to the
Iimperial palace was the portico, a type of
porch. Inside It. Charlemagne exhibited all the

treasures he collected from the provinces he
conquered during his rule. Many of these can
be still seen on display today thanks to the
Aachen Cathedral Treasury.
BHAl EL Fit for a king

The Threne of Charlemagne Is

located inside the chapel on the
AAEHEN, GERMANY’ 792 upper level and is made from

marble from the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem. Mounted
on four pillars, the throne has a gap

that allowed for pilgrims to pass
through underneath as a sign of

Under fire

When it was built, the chapel's dome was the largest north of the
Alps. In 1656, a fire destroyed the entire roof and when the dome
had to be completely rebuilt, it was made taller than before. Just
under three centuries later, the cathedral was heavily damaged
as a result of artillery fire by Allied forces during World War Il
Thankfully the maln structure survived and many of the treasured
objects had already been moved for protection — however, it
took over 30 years to restore the building completely.

While Charlemagne ruled from a number of cities
and palaces, he spent a significant amount of time
in Aachen, a city in western Germany. From the

790s onwards, he set about making it his imperial humility. Although it wasn't used for

capital city. Aachen was ideally suited because Charlemagne’s coronation, it was

it was at the heart of his mighty kingdom with used for 31 other kings of Germany

important roads connecting it to the Rhineland until the mid-16th century. Imperial inspiration

There are elght supporting plllars within
the chapel, made from porphyry marble.
C the

and northern Gaul. The city was also a former
Roman settlement with its own traditional baths,
symbolically conflating Charlemagne’s rule with
that of the ancient emperors.

To establish his seat of power, Charlemagne
built a royal complex covering 50 acres that 5
included a palace, a law court and the Palatine The Wolf’s Door
Chapel — the latter of which was designed by The main entrance, known as the
Frankish architect Odo of Metz. The king's own :;";Em';’::ﬁ:f;zz:ﬁ
private chapel, it was a domed octagon with a 8

3 : % 7 Legend has It that in exchange for
16-sided ambulatory, an imperial box containing the first soul to enter, the devil

material from Ravenna, Italy, emphasising
the Influence of the city's Basllica of San
Vitale had on the design of the Palatine
Chapel, as well as from Rome. Porphyry
marble was purple, the expensive colour
of royalty, adding further symbolism to Its
use In the construction of the chapel.

a marble-slab throne, and two winding staircases agreed to help bulld the cathedral.
that led up to the twin towers. He expected the soul of a bishop
Considered one of the best examples of but the cunning locals tricked him
Carolingian architecture, it fused ideas from by chasing a wolf Into the cathedral.
Byzantine basilicas, Roman ruins and Jerusalem. Angered, the devll slammed the
In fact, Charlemagne even bought materials and bronze doors shut and ripped his Byzantine influence
craftsmen from these distant lands to build his finger off in the process. The octagonal shape of the chapel was influenced

by the Byzantine style found at the Basllica of San
Vitale and remains at the centre of the cathedral.
Although many of the additions to the chapel

are from a later date, the octagon Is the original
structure from the time of Charlemagne.

grand church. Its vaulted interior was the highest
in northern Europe for centuries.

In 805, Pope Leo I1I officially consecrated the
chapel and Charlemagne was buried underneath
it in 814. While the first Holy Roman emperor
‘wasn't crowned there, it was the venue for the
coronations of 30 German kings spanning almost
600 years between 936 and 1531

Although the Palatine Chapel is one of the best-
preserved Carolingian buildings that survives
today, it has been altered over time. For example,
a stained glass chancel was added in the 15th
century and the structure now forms a part of the

Charlemagne’s bones

The Proserpina sarcophagus, which is currently displayed
at the Aachen Cathedral Treasury, did not originate
during Charlemagne’s lifetime. Made from marble, It was

Twin towers

The monumental western facade of

AIgerAachen Cathedial. the chapel Is known as a westwork, an Symbolic meaning created during the early 3rd century CE in Rome, around
architectural innovation assoclated with From his throne, Charlemagne was able to look 500 years before the birth of Charlemagne. However, =1 .
Carolingian churches. It is two storeys down onto the altar of the chapel while hidden it has been argued that he was possibly Interred In the .
high and comprises two towers on from the view of those below. While he could lock sarcophagus after his death In 814, httpS //d eep|yread bl
elther side, as well as Inner rooms and up at the mosalc of Christ on the chapel’s dome,
the main entrance to the chapel. Inside the congregation was below the emperor on the ogspot.com/ZOZ 1/06/
the two towers are spiral staircases that ground. It was heavily symbolic as Charlemagne was alatine-chapel-
provide access to the upper rcoms. seen to be halfway between Ged and the people. ;L

aachen-germany-
deeplyread.blogspot.com 792.html
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https://www.dreamstime.com/one-
oldest-cathedrals-europe-was-
constructed-order-emperor-
charlemagne-who-buried-there-to-
palatine-chapel-image313361406

ID 313361406 | Palatine Chapel
Aachen © Pablo Meilan
Campagnale | Dreamstime.com

Beautiful interior of the Aachen Cathedral, NRW, Germany. One of the oldest cathedrals in Europe, it was constructed by order of Emperor Charlemagne, who was buried there in 814. From 936 to 1531,
the Palatine Chapel saw the coronation of thirty-one German kings and twelve queens. The church has been the mother church of the Diocese of Aachen since 1930. In 1978, Aachen Cathedral was
one of the first 12 items to be listed on the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites, because of its exceptional artistry, architecture, and central importance in the history of the Holy Roman Empire.
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For the coronation of Barbarossa’s grandson Frederick Il in 1215,
Charlemagne’s relics were transferred to the Shrine of Charlemagne.

: https://www.aachenerdom.de/en/a-place-of-history/charlemagne/
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Video : https://www.aachenerdom.de/app/uploads/2021/06/Karlsthron.mp4

. https://www.aachenerdom.de/en/a-place-of-history/imperial-throne/
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