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The Virgin Orans fresco (AD11
century) over the altar at Saint Sophia
Cathedral interior - Kiev, Ukraine
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Ben Sira Scroll ({#3]l[% ) from Masada, 73 CE

The Greek translation of the apocryphal book of Ben
Sira has been known to western readers since
antiquity. Throughout all that time, however, there
were skeptics who dismissed the notion of a Hebrew
predecessor. The late nineteenth-century discovery of
the Cairo Geniza included the first known Hebrew text
of Ben Sira, but this did not convince all the skeptics
who doubted its ancient Hebrew origins. Then Yigael
Yadin’s excavations at the Herodian redoubt of
Masada during the 1960s produced a fragment of
Ben Sira in its original Hebrew. Some Tannaitic sages
discouraged the reading of Ben Sira, and the Mishnah

s 5 o it i s, prohibited it as a text that “did not stain the fingers,”
w o that is, it did not boast divine inspiration. The

discovery of Ben Sira at Masada, however, is a
testament to the book’s popularity in the unlikeliest of
places — a desert hilltop fortress.

BEFIERF - http://cojs.org/ben_sira_scroll_from masada-_73 ce/

has presented a sound preliminary stu dy of th
with the Cairo Hebrew, the Greek, and the Syriac
mostly to paleographic and textual matters, the The Jewish Quarterly
n by A. Newman whlch accompa th " boxt R
pretations favored by the editor. The Review
a number of passages where restorations and
interpretation: s diffor ing from those of the editio princeps are indicated. Vol. 58, No. 4 (Apr,,

12): Jom b3 is restored AW (TMn) Apkom 9o 1968), pp. 323-327 (5

Pl II2 (LXX

Mo in ce with the structure of th di

b . wi :.11 e preceding verse pages)

€685 10 - Published By:
e from T, the pruposed restoration Tpwn ) X
'lmwnw ot be harmonized with the LXX. University of
wollbmdm:gut DRwn may be used N
Ben Sira 38:2 mXvn Xe» Ton mlm Pennsylvania Press

inary (e-g-
a.ndj remiah 40: 5 where LXX has 3@pa) )aswllasmth negativi
e of gifts gained by extortion; cf. Amos 5:11: WaM PN 13 nxwm
where LXX likewise renders 3&pax. The latter connotzh'on of bribery

and corruption would well it the context of our passage. : https://www.istockphoto.com/hk/search/2/image?phrase=massada k7 https://www.jstor.org/stable/1453694
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