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BIREMBERESS @ KHFHFE - W ERFEEESFLE (B1087) © 1% &%x{%ﬁ:z@{ o
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Apostle Onesimus of the Seventy
After he received the letter, Saint Philemon not only forgave Onesimus, but also sent him back to Rome
to the apostle. Saint Philemon (January 4, February 19, and November 22) was afterwards consecrated
bishop of the city of Gaza.
After the death of the Apostle Paul, Saint Onesimus served the apostles until their end, and he was
made a bishop. After the death of the holy apostles he preached the Gospel in many lands and cities: in
Spain, Carpetania, Colossae, Patras. In his old age, Saint Onesimus occupied the bishop’s throne at
Ephesus, after the Apostle Timothy. When they took Saint Ignatius the God-Bearer (December 20) to
Rome for execution, Bishop Onesimus came to meet with him with other Christians, as Saint Ignatius
mentions in his Epistle to the Ephesians.
During the reign of the emperor Trajan (89-117), Saint Onesimus was arrested and brought to trial
before the eparch Tertillus. He held the saint in prison for eighteen days, and then sent him to prison in
the city of Puteoli. After a certain while, the eparch sent for the prisoner and, convincing himself that
Saint Onesimus maintained his faith in Christ, had him stoned, after which they beheaded the saint with
a sword. A certain illustrious woman took the body of the martyr and placed it in a silver coffin. This took

p|aCe in the year 109 Bl ¢ https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2018/02/15/100526-apostle-onesimus-of-the-seventy : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onesimus
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https://www.scross.co.za/2021/07/st-josephine-bakhita-feast-day/

“The sculpture is a representation of St. Bakhita lifting up
the underground and letting the oppressed go free,” the
Canadian artist explained.

St. Bakhita “is a Sudanese saint who was a slave in a
previous century,” he said, so with this artwork, “you have a
former slave from the previous century freeing the slaves of
contemporary times.”

Schmalz, who was speaking from Canada, said the figures
represent the many faces of modern-day slavery, including
victims of sex trafficking and organ trafficking, domestic
slaves, child brides, child soldiers, and child beggars.

The artist also spoke about another heart-breaking figure he
included at the front of the piece. .
“The sculpture is dark,” Schmalz said. He explained that when he was halfway finished with the original piece, he brought it to
Rome to show to people at the Vatican and to Sister Gabriella Bottani, part of the anti-trafficking network Talitha Kum.

“Sister Gabriella said something that broke my heart,” Schmalz recounted. “She said, ‘Can | make a suggestion? Can you do one
thing for me?’ And | said, ‘Yes,” and she said, ‘Can you put a newborn baby in the sculpture?”

“And | said ‘What?’ And she said, ‘Yes, newborn babies are sold as toys and are trafficked and sold on the black market in

the world.”

“So yes, | went back to my studio and put a newborn baby [in the sculpture]. The newborn baby is right at the beginning of the
release of the figures,” Schmalz stated.

The sculptor said that through the process of researching and creating the piece, he became convinced that the

whole world needs to look the reality of human trafficking in the face.

He hopes to create 10 copies of his sculpture of St. Bakhita to install all over the world for “people to look at those faces directly
and to confront the problem.”

“We have to look in their faces and this sculpture allows us to do it in an artistic way. And | do believe that that’s the first step,” he

Sald . B &Rl - https://tdpelmedia.com/st-josephine-bakhita-sculpture-shines-light-on-reality-of-human-trafficking
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Da fidélibus tuis, Démine,

quos et verbi tui et caeléstis sacraménti pabulo

nutris et vivificas,

ita dilécti Filii tui tantis munéribus proficere, % google HEE !

ut eius vitae semper consoértes éffici mereamur. 1P |7k ek o A ay RO -

Qui vivit et regnat in saecula saeculérum.
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