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Ben Sira Scroll ({#3]l[% ) from Masada, 73 CE

The Greek translation of the apocryphal book of Ben
Sira has been known to western readers since
antiquity. Throughout all that time, however, there
were skeptics who dismissed the notion of a Hebrew
predecessor. The late nineteenth-century discovery of
the Cairo Geniza included the first known Hebrew text
of Ben Sira, but this did not convince all the skeptics
who doubted its ancient Hebrew origins. Then Yigael
Yadin’s excavations at the Herodian redoubt of
Masada during the 1960s produced a fragment of
Ben Sira in its original Hebrew. Some Tannaitic sages
discouraged the reading of Ben Sira, and the Mishnah

s 5 o it i s, prohibited it as a text that “did not stain the fingers,”
w o that is, it did not boast divine inspiration. The

discovery of Ben Sira at Masada, however, is a
testament to the book’s popularity in the unlikeliest of
places — a desert hilltop fortress.

BEFIERF - http://cojs.org/ben_sira_scroll_from masada-_73 ce/

has presented a sound preliminary stu dy of th
with the Cairo Hebrew, the Greek, and the Syriac
mostly to paleographic and textual matters, the The Jewish Quarterly
n by A. Newman whlch accompa th " boxt R
pretations favored by the editor. The Review
a number of passages where restorations and
interpretation: s diffor ing from those of the editio princeps are indicated. Vol. 58, No. 4 (Apr,,

12): Jom b3 is restored AW (TMn) Apkom 9o 1968), pp. 323-327 (5

Pl II2 (LXX

Mo in ce with the structure of th di

b . wi :.11 e preceding verse pages)

€685 10 - Published By:
e from T, the pruposed restoration Tpwn ) X
'lmwnw ot be harmonized with the LXX. University of
wollbmdm:gut DRwn may be used N
Ben Sira 38:2 mXvn Xe» Ton mlm Pennsylvania Press

inary (e-g-
a.ndj remiah 40: 5 where LXX has 3@pa) )aswllasmth negativi
e of gifts gained by extortion; cf. Amos 5:11: WaM PN 13 nxwm
where LXX likewise renders 3&pax. The latter connotzh'on of bribery

and corruption would well it the context of our passage. : https://www.istockphoto.com/hk/search/2/image?phrase=massada k7 https://www.jstor.org/stable/1453694
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9 Qualities of Wisdom

. Accept uncertainty and unknown.
“For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.” -Proverbs 2:10
ho R BENT ARG S » &Rk TR E S o (5210)

. Seek humility, and embrace wonder.
“Wisdom’s instruction is to fear the Lord, and humility comes before honor.” -Proverbs 15:33
BREEXE > RFENTE S REET > ARMEELE - (K1533)

. Don’t be defined by success.

“Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should
become “fools” so that you may become wise.” -1 Corinthians 3:18

HEREAR P TERALSHEARARATENN B A—BRETHOA (EEER) > Ax—1E
BREEBMHAN o (HA7318)

. Accept the finality of life.
“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. “-Psalm 90:12
R ERAVFRFR > A RFZE AT E - (3190:12)

. Value character over reputation.

“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive,

full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” -James 3:17

iﬁ""*iﬁﬂ"\é’ﬁ“ B waaathRe HRIPPe > Tty RE > BRI EBRERY > RBAH
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9 Qualities of Wisdom

6. Listen and ask questions.
“Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted among the wise.” -
Proverbs 19:20
RIEIEIEY & > X 0 RARSR R EAF A (K1920)

7. Grow in hope, regardless of what’s going on around you.
“that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints...” -Ephesians 1:17-18
BE B0 EERGR A BORE S PAARGN R > 25 EFBOR a4 B BEARS > FEARFIE R
ERBARMCEGRE  AURITRE ORI EERAE > AR TRAEOLE  AEHLE
( #1:17-18)

8. Surround with hopeful, life-giving people.
“Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.” -Proverbs
13:20
BEBAER  TREEAN BRRAMFMN - o HER o (K1320)

9. Learn from the past, but never live there.
‘Do not say, ‘Why were the old days better than these?’ For it is not wise to ask such questions.” -
Ecclesiastes 7:10
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