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Since the beginning of the Church, the Eucharist has been central to Christian life and practice.

In some of the earliest texts we have outside the New Testament, we see clear belief in the
Eucharist as the very body and blood of Jesus:

The belief of Christians that the bread and wine becomes the body and blood of Jesus was
virtually unanimous in the first millennium of Christianity. Starting at the turn of the 11th century,
certain theologians like Berengarius of France started throwing into question belief in the real

presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Over the centuries that followed, some doubts began to take
hold with regard to Eucharistic faith.



The feast of Corpus Christi that we celebrate today is really the convergence of two
separate events in the 13th century:.

The first is a Eucharistic miracle that can still be visited today in Orvieto, Italy. In 1263, a
German priest, Fr. Peter of Prague, stopped in ltaly to celebrate Mass on a pilgrimage to
Rome. He was having some doubts regarding the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist. During the consecration, blood started seeping from the host and onto the
altar and the altar linens. This miracle was reported to Pope Urban IV, who was in the
nearby town of Orvieto. The pope sent delegates to investigate the incident and to bring
the blood-stained host and linens to him in Orvieto, where they are still displayed to this
day in the Cathedral of Orvieto.

The second contemporaneous event was a series of visions reported by St. Juliana of
Mont Cornillon in Belgium. It had been revealed to her to establish a liturgical feast for
the Eucharist. After many failed attempts, she convinced the bishop, who later became
Pope Urban IV, to create the feast of Corpus Christi to honor the gift of the Eucharist.
Shortly after her death in 1258, the pope instituted Corpus Christi as a universal feast
day, and celebrated it for the first time in 1264 in Orvieto, a year after the miracle in the
nearby town of Bolsena.



It is fitting that we turn our attention on our patronal feast of Corpus Christi to the
tapestry figure of St. Thomas Aquinas. (+1274)

Pope Urban IV asked Aquinas, who was a noted theologian of the time, to compose
the songs for the first celebration of the feast. These beloved chants have stood the
test of time and are still in use today: Pange Lingua, Tantum Ergo, Panis Angelicus,
and O Salutaris Hostia. When | set the schedule for the tapestry series, | simply went
IN sequence without considering Sunday readings or feast days. So we could call it
luck or providence that inspired this convergence of our patronal feast with one of
the central figures in its history.

As we receive Corpus Christi today, may we become Corpus Christi to others. Happy
Feast Day! I'm honored to serve as your pastor,
Fr. Jeremy

https://www.ccup.org/blog/2019/06/22/history-feast-of-corpus-christi/
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Figure 25. Another Ravenna mosaic, c. A.D. 520, shows the priest-king
Melchizedek in a purple cloak, offering bread and wine at the altar
(Genesis 14:18-20). The white altar cloth is decorated with two sets of
gammadia, as well as the so-called “’seal of Melchizedek,” two interlocked
squares in gold. Abel offers his lamb as Abraham gently pushes Isaac
forward. The hand of God reaches down to this sacred meeting through
the red veils adorned with golden gammadia on either side. The theme
is the great sacrifice of Christ, which brings together the righteous
prophets from the past as well as the four corners of the present world,
thereby uniting all time and space.
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The Proskomidia involves the preparation of wine, water, and five loaves of
bread called “prosphora.” The prosphora consists of two pieces of dough
joined together (symbolizing the two natures of Christ: Divine and human) they
are made of flour, water, and yeast. The Eastern Church uses leavened bread
(i.e. bread which rises because of the yeast in it) for Holy Communion as an
expression of the belief that the faithful are partaking of the Body and Blood of
the Resurrected (Risen) Christ.

The priest takes the 1st loaf of prosphora and cuts a large cube out of the
center of it, which is marked with the insignia IC XC HI KA (meaning: “Jesus
Christ the Conqueror” ). This cube is called the Lamb ( “Ahnets” in
Ukrainian): it is this piece of bread that will be consecrated during the Eucharist.

After cutting out the Lamb, the priest cuts across into the bottom of it saying
“The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, is offered as a
sacrifice, for the life of the world and for its salvation.” He then pierces into
the right side of the Lamb, with the words, “One of the soldiers pierced His
side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. He who saw this has
borne witness about it, and his witness is true” (see John 19:34). Immediately
after this, the priest takes the wine and water and pours them into the Chalice.

The priest then takes the 2nd loaf of prosphora and cuts a large triangle out of
it, commemorating the Mother of God, “Theotokos” . This piece is placed to
the right of the Lamb, with the words, “The Queen stood at Thy right side all

. . ” &k} https:// jonukraini . /faith/our-liturgy-explained/
glorlousl CIOthed N gOIden rObeS H 1hgg:s//s;::::/tv?/tp?cr;ntrean:/ir;gacgs%oi;/oi/rr)rotskf;:dg?nr;fes.pdfE{
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1st

Nine smaller triangular pieces are then cut out of the 3rd prosphora, which commemorate: THE LAMB
|) St. John the Baptist; MOTHER [C @XC NINE
2) the Prophets and all Forefathers of the Old Testament; A AMKA

d N KA fl AAA 34
3) the Apostles; ALA
4) the Church Fathers and all Eastern Church Illluminaries; Ath B B A

HIERARCH ~ HEAD  FOUNDERS

5) all Martyrs;

OF STATE
6) all the Monastic Fathers and Mothers

Y]

DEAD

7) all Saints not concerned with material gains;

8) Sts. Joachim and Anna, the parents of the Mother of God; the saint or saints whose memory is being commemorated
that day, Saints Cyril and Methodius, St. Volodymyr the Great;

9.) the Church Father whose Liturgy is being celebrated on that day (i.e., St. John Chrysostom or St. Basil the Great).

Pieces are taken out of the 4th prosphora for the bishop of the diocese, the civil authorities of the country, and all living
members of the Church.

Pieces are then taken out of the 5th prosphora for the deceased members of the Church. In Churches where the laity bring
prosphora for the service from home, they will also submit, to the priest, a list of names of living and dead members of the

Church, whom they wish to have commemorated during the Proskomidia.

Thus, through the Proskomidia, the whole Church is represented on the Diskos: the Mother of God, the Saints, the living
and the dead, and at the center Christ, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world” .

B H : https://www.chrysostomliturgy.org/proskomedia
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Finita Preefatione, Sacerdos extendens, elevans aliquantulum et
jungens manus, elevansque ad czlum oculos, et statim demittens,
profunde inclinatus ante Altare, manibus super eo positis, dicit:

e igitur, cle- | sancta sacrificia illiba-
i mentissime | ta, Extensis manibus
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=i Jesum Chri- | quae tibi offérimus pro
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minum nostrum, stip- | thélica: quam pacificé-
plices rogdmus ac péti- | re, custodire, adunire
Mus, Osculatur Altare | et régere dignéris toto
e, junctis manibus ante | orbe terrdrum: una cum
Pectus, dicit: uti accépta ' :
dbeas et benedicas Antistite nostro
S{gnat ter super Ho-|N. et 6mnibus ortho-
stiam et Calicem simul, | d6xis, atque cathélicae
dlcens.g» heec 1« dona, | et apostélice fidei cul-
wn.era,' hsec & | téribus. . ... .
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B : https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/celebrating-corpus-christi-feast-pope-francis-honors-persecuted-christians
https://www.daily-prayers.org/jesus-life-stories-2/the-last-supper-2/ § https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/quo-vadis-pope-francis-
moves-corpus-christi-procession-out-of-rome & http://www.popefrancishomilies.com/corpus-christi 5
https://aleteia.org/2017/06/18/pope-francis-homily-for-june-18-2017-corpus-christi/
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. https://www.pinterest.com/pin/380343131003615136/ K https://olgas.org/pyx/

This small round container (8.2 cm in diameter) is a silver
pyX, used to protect and transport the Blessed Sacrament.
Made in England at the turn of the 17 century, its history is
uncertain; it may have been associated with recusant
Catholicism in post-Reformation England. The words
‘VERBUM CARO FACTUM'’ are engraved around the
edge on the front of the pyx. Visible through the glazed
panel, the consecrated Hosts would have been framed by
these words, and venerated by the two tiny angels above.
On the reverse of the pyx, Christ on the cross is framed by
Moses and the serpent, and Abraham and Isaac — two Old
Testament prefigurations of the Crucifixion. There are also
further Latin inscriptions: ‘FILIVS IMMOLATUS DATVR
CIBVS VIATORIBVS’ (‘The son who was sacrificed is
given as food to travellers’) and '+ HAEC EST MENSA
DOMINI NOBIS DE CALO PARATAADVERSVS OMNES
QUI TRIBVLANT NOS’ (This is the table of our Lord
prepared for us from Heaven against all those who bring
us tribulation’). Through this object, the Word made flesh
becomes a portable source of nourishment to be
consumed anywhere, not just at the altar.

Victoria and Albert Museum

Museum no. M.18-2012

Image: Victoria and Albert Museum

EFIER © https://www.english.cam.ac.uk/cmt/?page id=187&paged=18
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A Eucharistic pyx made in
Limoges France

first half of the 13th century.
This pyx was designed to be
suspended above an altar.
In the Collection of the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

Dove —
Host inside

Eucharistic Dove

: http://liturgyandarchitecture.blogspot.com/2015/03/shrines-of-blessed-eucharist-2.html k7 https://www.liturgicalartsjournal.com/2021/06/repositorium-sanctae-eucharistiae 02011179175.html k7 FrenCh (leoges)” Enameled and GIIdEd Copper’ C. 121 5_1 235
https://www.stgregoryoc.org/the-eucharist-the-dove/ 5 https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/464324 J http://imaginemdei.blogspot.com/2020/05/ NeW York, Metropo“tan Museum Of Art




Bodleian, Rawlinson A417, f 37v.

A French manuscript of the 15th century. A very
detailed illustration of the hanging pyx, set within its
fabric canopy, which is in turn suspended by cords

from a golden ball.

R

St. Wilfrid's Church, Cantley

[E K&} ¢ https://medievalart.co.uk/2008/09/05/the-hanging-pyx/ K https://www.liturgicalartsjournal.com/2021/06/repositorium-sanctae-eucharistiae_02011179175.html & https://www.liturgicalartsjournal.com/2017/12/sir-ninian-comper-and-st-wilfrids.html
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A 14th century English Aumbry of the Blessed Sacrament
St Peter's Anglican church, Claypole, Lincolnshire:

The aumbry, set into the chancel wall, is enriched with
stonework in the Decorated Gothic style.

The Basilica of San Clemente, Rome

Bkl E : http://liturgyandarchitecture.blogspot.com/2015/03/shrines-of-blessed-eucharist-2.html . https://smarthistory.org/san-clemente/
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Sacrament House in the church of Saint Denis Cologne Cathedral, ca. 1460

Rheine, Germany, late 15th century. lils 1INy &

This splendid construction, which is still used for L | g HL AL
the Reservation of the Blessed Eucharist is located B | e HEER S R
just outside the sanctuary in the northern transept.

ROKE BTG &

building/st_andrew/photo/index_id_30.html

://liturgyandarchitecture.blogspot.com/2015/03/shrines-of-blessed-eucharist-2.html

* https://www.huismanfoto.eu/Album%20619%20Rheine%20parochiekerk%20St.%20Dionysius/index.html 5z https://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2009/08/sacrament-house.html#.YqCdYOxBxhE K https://www.catholicheritage.org.hk/tc/catholic




Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,
Denver

Chiesa del Gesu, Roma
IS S e GiE

. https://www.flickr.com/photos/68701893@N06/49389976887 K https://itw01l.com/CRL3ERK.htm| K https://www.olmcfssp.org/welcome/new-to-latin-mass/ & https://hk.trip.com/travel-guide/hong-kong/trappist-monastery-20905918




. https://evagelidis.com/en/product/altar-tabernacle-33/ & https://www.pinterest.com/pin/558587160009617065/ % https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/blog/2022/05/what-is-a-tabernacle-and-what-purpose-does-it-serve
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125 2MCHE - CEMEPNIS) (Eucharisticum mysterium), 1967/5/25, n. 54, AAS, 59

(1967), p. 568; (A2 B2 ) (Inter Oecumenici), 1964/9/26, n. 95, AAS, 56 (1964), p. 2% somwmss . CRMMBYIS) (Eucharisticum mysterium), 1967/5125, n. 55, AAS, 59 (1967), p. S69.
- 898. 129 SRV CUMEY2S) (Eucharisticum mysterium), 1967/5/25, n. 53, AAS, 59
D amelE 0 CEBEMIS) (Eucharisticum mysterium), 1967/5/25, n. 52, AAS, 59 (1967), p. 568; "EEEWE , (Rituale Romanum), (RMHMNFVER I EMEGA0H LG
(1967), p. 568; (K ZH 04 ) (Inter Oecumenici), 1964/9/26, n. 95, AAS, 56 (1964), p. ) (De sacra Communione et de cultu mysterii eucharistici extra Missam), editio typica
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199-200; © 8% 1 (Rituale Romanum) : (RN EER EMEE S LIETR) i ef3) (Dominicae Cenae), 1980/2/24, n. 3, AAS, 72 (1980), pp. 117-119.
(De sacra Communf'one et de cultu mysierii eucharistici e.\:lra Missam), editio typica 1973, 130 S0 (FEHEM) (Codex Iuris Canonici), can. 940: 'WHZ » CREMMENIS)
- 10-11. {REHAI) (Codex luris Canonici) can.938 §3. (Eucharisticum mysterium), 1967/5/25, n. 57, AAS, 59 (1967), p. 569; &7 " SEEAW
127 25 "EINEM  (Ritale Romanum): CRAEMM : $PCMBEURRTEM) (De Benedictionibus: (Rituale Romanum), (GREAMNEVPERN R RREGRQMEST) (De sacra Communione et
Ordo benedictionis occa-sione data auspicandi novum tabernaculum eucharisticum), editio de cultu mvsterii eucharistici extra Missam). editio tvnica 1973, n. 11
typica 1984, nn.919-929. BT RS AWEE + Nullo umquam tempore W% + 1938/5128, AAS, 30 (1938), pp. 198-207;

(RKFFUEM) (Codex luris Canonici), can, 934-944,
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