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Deus, Smnium
misericordiarum et totius
bonitatis auctor,

gui peccatorum remédia
in ieiuniis,

orationibus et
eleemadsynis demonstrasti,
hanc humilitatis nostrae
confessionem propitius
intuére,

ut, qui inclinamur
consciéntia nostra,

tua semper misericodia
sublevémur.
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https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/byzantinel/x4b0eb531:early-byzantine-including-iconoclasm/a/art-and-
architecture-of-saint-catherines-monastery-at-mount-sinai k¢ https://www.fatherjustinsblog.info/archives/7007

&l https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2021/09/the-chapel-of-burning-bush-at-mount.html

The Chapel of the Holy Bush or The Chapel of Annunciation (Saint Helen's Chapel,
4t century) is the most ancient shrine in the monastery, and it was around this site
that the first community of Sinai anchorites gathered.

The bush was mentioned by Egeria, who came to Sinai in 383-384 AD.

The chapel of the Holy Bush was included inside the eastern end of the great
basilica of Transfiguration (ca.555). The bush was transplanted nearby to its
current location. Pilgrims enter this most holy place without shoes, in keeping with
God’s command to Moses. The chapel is distinctive in not having an iconostasion
separating the holy table from the rest of the chapel. The holy table is supported by
four columns, allowing pilgrims to kneel and venerate. The apse above the holy
table is decorated with a mosaic with a cross of rich materials but simple design.



In Christianity the tradition of the Burning Bush
has become quite sophisticated and complex
over time, with several added elements of
theology. In Eastern Orthodox parlance, the
preferred name for the event is The Unburnt
Bush, and the theology and hymnography of the
church view it as prefiguring the virgin birth of
Jesus; Eastern Orthodox theology refers to Mary,
the mother of Jesus as the Theotokos ("God
bearer"), viewing her as having given birth to
Incarnate God without suffering any harm, or loss
of virginity, in parallel to the bush being burnt
without being consumed.

&l : https://madainproject.com/burning bush of saint catherine_monastery

“Virgin of the Burning Bush over Monastery of St Catherine,”
The Sinai Icon Collection , accessed February 18, 2022,
http://vrc.princeton.edu/sinai/items/show/6640 .

Published through the Courtesy of the Michigan-Princeton-Alexandria Expeditions to the Monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai.
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The Holy Summit of Sinai, also known as Jebel Mousa, is the
place where Moses received the Law from God. Here are to
be found the Chapel of God in the Highest, surrounded by the
ruins of the larger Justinian basilica, and in addition, the Rock
of Moses, and a mosque. The peak is at an altitude of 2,285
meters, and can be reached from the monastery by two
different routes. The older is the Steps of Repentance,
consisting of some 3,750 steps that ascend to the very summit,
constructed in the 61" century. In the middle of the 19" century,
Abbas Pasha | created the alternate Camel Trail, a more
circuitous and more gradual ascent, that coincides with the
Steps of Repentance for the last ascent of 750 steps.

BERIE : https://www.sinaimonastery.com/index.php/en/description/mount-horeb/holy-summit

The Caves of Moses

There are two caves at the peak of Sinai associated with the
Prophet Moses. The first one is located to the south of the
present chapel, and is associated with Moses’ sojourn at the
peak when he fasted for forty days and forty nights. It is
reached by a small staircase. The door faces east, and the cave
extends about two meters. At its opening, are to be found
inscriptions from the first Christian millennium, in both Greek
and Armenian. The second cave is actually a cleft in the rock, to
the north side of the present chapel. This is associated with the
place where Moses was hidden by God and from where he
behelf the glory of God. “And it shall come to pass, while my
glory passeth by, that | will put thee in a cliff of the rock, and will
cover thee with my hand while | pass by” (Exodus 33:22).
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The miracle that Moses witnessed
on Sinai in the burning bush Foretold
your virgin childbearing, O pure
Mother. We the faithful cry to you:
Rejoice, O truly living bush!

Rejoice, O holy mountain!

Rejoice, O sanctified expanse and
most holy Theotokos!
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Exodus 3 - Click for Chapter
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Vulgate® 4 dixit Deus ad Mosen|ego sum|qui sum ait sic dices filiis

Israhel qui est misit me ad vos

John 18:5

Vulgate® 5 responderunt ei Iesum Nazarenum dicit eis Iesus|{ego sum

stabat autem et Iudas qui tradebat eum cum ipsis

John 18:6
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John 18:8
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sinite hos abire
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In this icon, Christ faces the viewer. Behind Christ’s head is a halo (a symbol of holiness in
iconography) inscribed with a Greek cross. In the Greek cross are three letters- omicron,
omega, and nu, which spell HO ON or “Who Am” in English. This is the name that God
gave Moses at the Burning Bush in Exodus 3:14. This is the all-holy name of God- YHWH
or the Tetragrammaton. This name was so holy that it was rarely spoken in Judaism. To
use it flippantly was to ask for death. There are two sets of letters on each side of his
head- IC and XC. This is an abbreviated form of that name of Jesus (IHCOYC) Christ
(XPICTOC). The entire background behind Christ is gold- symbolizing glory and the divine
presence.

His eyes are looking straight forward into the very soul of the viewer. His forehead is high
and convex, signifying a seat of wisdom. His nose is long and slender, contributing to a
look of nobility. His mouth is small and closed in the silence of contemplation. His hair
flows down behind him in rolls, signifying the endless flow of time. His neck and body are
powerful and strong- a sign of his divine power and might.

Jesus is usually wearing a red robe clothed with a blue cloak called a himation. The
himation can also be green in other icons. The red represents his divinity, the blue or
green represents his humanity. Jesus is thus shown to be divine, but clothed in humanity.

' The himation is distinct from the cloak, giving expression to the dogma that Christ’s
Jesus Christ Pantokrator natures do not “inter-mingle” but are distinct. The himation is often shown to be tight near
Christ’s waist, or a girdle is used to express the teaching that Christ has not shed his
humanity when he ascended to heaven, but will remain man forever.

In Christ’s left hand is a book, embossed with a Cross, which denotes that it is a book of
Gospels. If the book is opened the icon is not technically an icon called “Christ the Teacher”
and not the Pantokrator. When the book is open, there is usually a scriptural verse for the
viewer’s instruction. Christ’s right hand is raised in an unmistakable blessing. The hand
that gives the blessing is shaped so that the fingers form the letters IC XC. The index
finger is straight up to form an |. The middle finger is curved to show a C. The ring finger
Yokl R IE  https://slaveoftheimmaculate.wordpress.com/tag/icxc/ and thumb come together to cross, forming an X and the pinky curves to form another C.
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Josephus wrote about the incident this is what | have found:

EXCERPT:

Josephus records still another disturbance. To construct an

aqueduct to bring water into Jerusalem for a distance of about

twenty-five miles, Pilate used money from the temple treasury

at Jerusalem. When he made a visit to the city, large crowds

g 5 clamored against this act. Pilate then sent disguised soldiers to

= -"*.',J"*é . LA A TF t mingle among the multitude and, at a signal, to attack the Jews.

o TR i (Antiquities of the Jews, Book XVIII, chap. Ill, par. 2; Wars of the

T l't

T ————— 148411 8

—F y S meme— o

A
~ Jews, Book Il, chap. IX, par. 4)

If Luke 13: 1 does not refer to another incident, it may have
been at this time that Pilate ‘mixed the blood of Galileans with
their sacrifices.” This seems to imply that he had them slain
right in the temple area. Since the Galileans were subjects of
Herod Antipas, the district ruler of Galilee, this slaughter may
have been at least a contributing factor in the enmity existing

between Pilate and Herod up until the time of Jesus’ trial.

Source: Josephus: Antiquities of the Jews

&k} https://www.quora.com/Who-were-the-Galileans-whose-blood-Pilate-mingled-with-their-sacrifices
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A picture of the foundation of a round tower on the lower eastern
slope of the southern part of the City of David. The asphalt is the
road that runs north-south in the Kidron Valley.

The Tower might be Maccabean or later but its date and function
are still unclear. Some have suggested that it may be the
foundation of the tower mentioned in the Gospel of Luke (13:4).
Luke 13:4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in

Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all
the others living in Jerusalem?
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