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Leonine Prayers

In 1859, Pope Pius X, facing rebellion against his temporal sovereignty in the course
of the Risorgimento, ordered that Masses celebrated in the Papal States be followed
by three Ave Marias, a Salve Regina, a versicle and response, and a collect. He did
not make these prayers obligatory in other countries, but did ask Catholics
everywhere to pray for the defeat of those bent on destroying the Holy See's temporal
sovereignty.2!

On 6 January 1884, in the context of anti-clerical political and social developments in
the new Kingdom of ltaly, Pope Leo Xlll ordered that the prayers be recited
throughout the world .6l In 1886, the prayer that follows the Salve Regina was
modified to make it a prayer for the conversion of sinners and "the freedom and
exaltation of Holy Mother Church". The prayer to Saint Michael was added at the
same time.[Z

Two slight changes were made later to the prayer after the Salve Regina, and in 1904,
Pope Pius X granted permission to add at the conclusion of the Leonine Prayers a
threefold invocation, "Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us", a permission
that was universally availed of &l

In 1929, the state of Vatican City was created, resolving the troubled

relationship between the Holy See and the Italian state, which had been the object of
the Leonine Prayers, and thus removing their raison détre. But the following year,
Pope Pius Xl ordered that the Leonine Prayers should be offered "to permit tranquillity
and freedom to profess the faith to be restored to the afflicted people of Russia" 2l
The 26 September 1964 Instruction Inter Oecumenici on implementing

the Constitution on Sacred Liturgy of the Second Vatican Council decreed: "The
Leonine Prayers are suppressed".[Y

The Leonine Prayers, being prayers after Low Mass, not prayers ofthe Mass, were
never inserted into the Roman Missal and do not appear in the typical editions that
followed their imposition, that of Pope Benedict XV in 1920 and that of Pope John
XXIIl'in 1962, nor of course in the post-Vatican Il editions that followed their
suppression.

&k} https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonine Prayers
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* Le peuple juif et ses Saintes Ecritures dans la Bible chrétienne, 31  Le Livre de Daniel
et les écrits deutérocanoniques reprennent le théme du salut et lui donnent de nouveaux
développements. Selon l'attente apocalyptique, la glorification des « gens réfléchis » (Dn
12,3) — il s'agit sans doute des gens fidéles a la Loi malgré la persécution — fera suite a la
résurrection des morts (12,2). Le ferme espoir d'une résurrection des martyrs « pour une vie
éternelle » (2 M 7,9) s'exprime avec force dans le Second Livre des Maccabées. Selon le Livre
de la Sagesse, « les hommes furent instruits [...] et sauvés par la Sagesse » (Sg 9,19). Parce
que le juste est « fils de Dieu », Dieu « viendra a son secours et l'arrachera aux mains de ses
adversaires » (2,18), en le préservant de la mort ou en le sauvant au dela de la mort, car
« l'espérance » des justes est « pleine d'immortalité » (3,4).
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