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What is the synod on synodality?

Julian Paparella
Monday, October 4, 2021

This October, the entire Church will enter into a synod.
Pope Francis will open the synod in Rome on the weekend of October
9-10, and every diocese across the whole world is called to celebrate
the opening of the synod on the local level the following Sunday,
October 17. The theme for this synod is “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission”.
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Wait, there’s a synod starting in October?!

Yes! And this synod is going to be unlike any other!! From 2021 to 2023, it will be a journey of
sharing, reflecting, and listening at all levels across the entire Church!

&R} : https://slmedia.org/blog/what-is-the-synod-on-synodality




Hold on, what exactly is a synod?
A synod is a gathering, traditionally of bishops, that helps the Church to walk forward
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together in the same direction. The word “synod” comes from the Greek syn-hodos, oSl
meaning “the same way” or “‘the same path.” Synods were common in the first centuries . 2023
of the Christianity, giving bishops the opportunities to meet and discuss issues of &Mﬁ%
importance for the life of the Church. e s

In 1965, Pope Paul VI instituted the Synod of Bishops at the universal level of the Church.
He wanted a way of continuing the fraternal, collegial exchange that had

been experienced at the Second Vatican Council, where bishops from across the globe
had gathered together between 1962 and 1965. Since then, synods have been organized
every two or three years, bringing together bishops, experts, and various delegates to
discuss topics like the Eucharist, the Word of God, the Middle East, the new
evangelization, the family, young people, and the Amazon. In each case, bishops vote on
a Final Document, then the pope writes his own text — called an “apostolic exhortation” —
to open new pathways and shed new light on what was discussed at the synod, so that
it can radiate across the entire Church.
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What’s unique about this synod on synodality?

Unlike past synods, this one isn’t about addressing a particular issue but about becoming
who God calls us to be as a Church, all of us together, amidst the reality of today’s world!
The Synod starting in October 2021 is totally unprecedented, for at least three reasons.

1.1t is no longer only a one-month Synod of Bishops but a two-year synodal process
for the entire People of God, all the baptized! All are invited and no one is to be left
behind or excluded!

2.1t is a synod that aims on giving the entire Church a lived experience of synodality. It's
not just about filling in a questionnaire, but gathering the fruits of what the Holy Spirit is

saying to us here and now.

3. The aim of the synod is not just to talk about synodality, but to put synodality into
practice from now onwards, in every diocese, parish, and country across the whole
world. This calls all of us, at every level of the Church, to renew our way of being and
working together moving forward.
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So what is synodality anyways?

Fundamentally, synodality is about journeying together. This happens through listening to 7" ~
one another in order to hear what God is saying to all of us. It is realizing that the Holy = naas

Spirit can speak through anyone to help us walk forward together on our journey as the 2023
People of God. /%Mﬁ%

THRBRSNT
The point is not that we take two years to understand some new buzzword that will soon fade. Solrn
Synodality is no passing phase! Rather, "walking together" is at the heart of what the Church is
all about, as the People of God on pilgrimage in the midst of the world. In the days of the early
Church, Saint John Chrysostom said that for him "Church" and "synod" were synonyms,
since the Church is all about walking together. In this sense, synodality is a way of renewing
the Church from her deepest roots, in order to be more united with one another and
better carry out our mission in the world. Concretely, being "synodal" is a way of being and a
way of working that takes a more grassroots, collaborative approach, taking time
to discern the path forward together. It highlights the fact that we all have something precious
to contribute to the Body of Christ. In this way, a "synodal Church" is a Church that listens: "It
is @ mutual listening in which everyone has something to learn. The lay faithful, the bishops, the
pope: all listening to each other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of truth”
(Jn 14:17), in order to know what He is saying to the Church" (Pope
Francis, Commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the institution of the Synod of Bishops,

October 17, 2015).

This will naturally call us to change our ways of doing things, in order to become more and
more who we truly are as a Church: walking together, amidst the entire human family
humanity, guided by the Holy Spirit.



So why a synod on synodality?

Yes, a "synod on synodality" may seem kind of like having a movie about movies or a book
about books (or a dream within a dream for those who have seen the movie Inception). But
don't worry, this isn’t just some complicated mind trick. Rather, it’s an invitation for the whole
Church to have our voices heard.

We can only move forward if we work and walk fogether. No Christian is an island! Every limb
and appendage is necessary in the Body of Christ!

Through this synod, the Church is saying: the voice of EVERYONE matters because God can
talk though ANYONE -- not only bishops, priests, deacons, brothers, or sisters but ALL OF US!
Pope Francis has stated that this collaborative, inclusive approach of synodality is precisely the
“the path that God expects of the Church in the third millennium.” This is truly a revolution
of the Holy Spirit towards the Church that God is calling us to be for tomorrow, starting today!

Find out what's going on in your diocese and your parish to experience the Synod at a local
level. Each diocese is called to facilitate local synodal meetings to involve all the faithful in this
journey undertaken by the entire Church.

Of course, synodality is complicated to spell but it is even more challenging to put it into
practice. This is the whole point of the two-year synod that the Church begins this October:
helping the whole Church to walk forward together, united in the mission we share. This begins
by paying attention to those who are often forgotten, excluded, or not listened to — hearing what
God has to say to us through those we may ignore. The path to a Church that listens and
walks together starts with you and me. Let's walk forward together!
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Holy Spirit of God,
lead the Church
on our pilgrim
path as we listen
to You speaking
through one
another. Enkindle
Your love in our
hearts to walk
forward together
as a Church that
accompanies all
of humanity on
our common
Jjourney to You.




FHNEEFREHNREEH (2021-2023F )
REEEERNE) " FRFEE ':E:?fz'
_.Rn_,\gﬁﬁ}ﬁfl ;@@? %; oo §

¥R REZAWRIE > LFEHEHRM—EHE o

( 4B 3£14:26; 15:26)



E+\EHRIHRERES (202120235 ) '
RYEEBERED MR 207
_.RIL_J\EFE]:QQ g@?‘%‘% woys

¥ =3 |

g EE

RIABA G 7 ARAE 7 B 4els ;
KAR i‘%ﬁ’ ’ o?o?ékﬂ”ﬂéﬁ u‘*’/\/”é y
q’iéhfr’ﬂéu r B HE EAR

R AR & T F ékff’ﬂéﬁiﬂl‘ﬁﬁt*" 1t Fo 4R
&%ﬁ? RE—RE  KAEKEoRFE o



CRIERERR) & (ESIIES ) E’Jﬁsiﬁi (11-3) - TAE CHrdyes ) WER
() B (RirEE) ZF - ?Z&EE’JVTM} > N AEZEEE (1E
=) El’]?t?; &Ef?i‘?iﬁﬁéﬂfzﬁiéﬁ%

AEFAETEREE (BIIEE) BIEREREIN > ENMEEA R HYER - H
L AFHINELEEE -

AE—A (B IItEE ) ﬁ&ﬁfﬁﬁ%mf%ﬁéé%%@%é‘ééﬁ B2 > SIFHSRE
HANEERERE L > R HAVERCLEE T B N - dERIEMPT TR
£ REEMMIIETE -

BINAEN R (EIF A B RS - K%EWJE@%&E’JD% HIEARAZHIANE » 1]
’gﬁg?j SR CEEIITES ) DAE - FATCT0ELLRT - KRB AE NS E T SR
i

AER AR iids - AidR (1-128) Al (B2 1k5Eek) o & (13-28
=) ATy <<ﬁ%iﬁ”‘—af?>> :

BN AR R 55 TRES - A EEE T O
RKER '8 ?EEEI/WE = EAMTEEAEHEE -

T EAVFER AR T LB o AR U AR A9 1R AE 0 BALAREBUS
RN KA IG5 R M > T H 2| 3i%: - BREFEA © (5518)




2% é(« —

aH .
(HRAFIRI AR T B4 > AT EER - )

KB TR AFEE 211
f—/j ﬁﬁ"ﬁ'] P 4 B A
HIREE—IR o

1
ZR IXAK,I_'_;}Z\T ﬁﬁﬁf-’» ) Iiyl \2
A% B RURE R E%T%ﬁ
PRy &8 )5 & o "™
A LB H AR K 8) F 28 %%E%ﬁﬁkéi %ﬁﬁﬁﬁT ﬁ,%ﬁ
B AP 638 0 AR IS IER o
ARET > EAELEARBEHA Y 0 AR T & B R 69 E M RA -

SRE-F RRETHIA FELAE BAHAASRALMRS
B2 o e

U

B H : https://spiritans.co.uk/receive-the-holy-spirit-and-mission/




AP 2F T R M

" o ipebR i eﬁ RER = fo B 58 A ?

B KA AR AR A A ey

BN .
B A DRI A~ TBEEA B A
FAEELRRERE S BARAFMS @ik o
KRG E D~ RRAFFFIELH B =
B o 1%:\%%736’37?%1:?& HEgA o BA iz

BAGJE 0 8 B A~ Ji K AFuoR AR I K 2089 ﬁiﬁgfﬁiéf

A BB AFeTRAG A o

B R AR B RACF R A9 e93E 0 Hm R ¢
EWTFERY
—— F ¥ 843 o

iiﬁk
iR cmn SEHIEN
Acts 2:9-11

ttttttttttttttttttttttt




e FE T A

H/AA
JuE A
ERARENRE
3K
[ &b % i
2 o 22« SN , GNUM) > 2
o i Mesopotamia ‘ i
% IF B ik — rm Y
F 3N 75 649 F | Lk 2R o S am
BEeEBA o‘
I R AFu BT AR :
B8 R a9 A
30 24 A “INATIONS IN JERUSALEM

AT PENTECOST YBIA =T #1148 A

Acts 2:9-11




BT K vk 104:1,24,29-30, 31,34

(%] - B F o SHARIER 0 2RI F I o (43 10430)

A ReVES 0 sHARE LX)
ExE ﬁzéﬁii zj\ﬁﬂﬁﬁbb
.l:-.i éﬁ’fbl /{T/\ N /a ’
rel & é’] B4 iR o

AR L AREAE A AP Y R o %mm%%% ﬁ
SRR ARER L o G
fr—um &/ 0 B AE
DA Ky o #3748 8 o [4)

AL EE R 0 KERE
FAE X558 gt |
ﬁﬁﬁ’@éﬁ%ﬁ *%:,tiﬁ-'}" ;
FRAH AL E L o 1) \

& : http://blog.sciencenet.cn/blog-240687-967649.html|




TEAR T (ARG B A E R o)

KRB TR TS AT E 122130
S Rp IR

PRI A B e B 72 > &8 3 A& B EE o
REAZ G NAAZRILE
BT B Sk 0 B =R
peoh 0 RATERE8Y ~ 65680 ~ BAABY ~ 04
ey~ RE&FEE T o
FASRRITMEIE? &
B REER BT ? B AEAR
SRR LRy E D

=2
SRS AEE T Y
SRR S Y —— L X HE -

EH : https://www.finducovid19.com/




1B (LEWMHBEARY  BALLRMETH )
INiE RIS
FREFAZE » BRERR B TR > BT Y XHEKY
VR

e E R AR EH
*%%ﬁ°

H AR E 2 o Z R4

WA EHEZR KRBTk LEEE

I F ¥ eysbea &k & ko
ﬂ%%%ﬁ@?@’%ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁAﬁﬁém

4:16-22

BT g EEAL

GIEETEBR e EHEN
1B REEEIFAS ?ﬁi B % 2 o

EX IRy BALEY
ﬁﬁ?ﬁ’ﬁ&ﬁﬁA”%A@ﬁﬂ
W BBRERETHCE > QIFEESE
@’%ﬁﬁ¢%mﬁ’ﬁﬁiiﬁé%
EFE O BTABMARERMGBE 0 RE
— BTN BREERVUA—IEL
FARRG K » B8 AR AR
PR ARE R R ey A o M E AR A
ERBHE > LEALKRE LAY

B 3 o (1k61:1-3)

=4 (Jubilee year, Annus lubilaei)

DIREZEE L » BRY Z@BINEMIN » X B
SHENHE - EFEEEE M Y TEEH
F (Bt A—2HF) cBN—FAE
& NI EEACB—RESE » Bi&
Hl—4F - IHEa—F— YR EfE S
FRE o fh25:1058 1 "HREFATE S
*RERSHER > ARME—ZF A
R HAME  AZREFRE | o
CEEASF A )




HRéfieZ 5HAR o eF% A TT °

TN BABIREE > IR Z M o

W AE B 45 PR,

CAR R A BB R TS AREERT o |
BAEAE A 0 B0 PR E IR B E o
—— F ¥ 843E o

B H : https://www.redletterchristians.org/how-christians-should-respond-to-refugees-and-immigrants/




EREX
FAE LW S B R R R OR 0 AEA2023510 H RAT o S E
FRAE K EEA LA T ek 2RSSl e
SE AR ZEBEET > wAFI0ATAAR  EHERE > KBS
RS -
Lt RA B FK G A B ATAE o
LwABEERe—HF RETREZW  WAEANAELEE - HTH
& MBF A LHHKE FEGT - Al ROARAENE -

2 BMERSARBBENE  REREBEMN > MBRAWHE > FEEHR
MmBHEHeER > LHBEZIDNREZAL - At HRMIEENE -
3%%%&@%%%&@%%0*iﬁﬁ%ﬁ’%%&mwwx’%ﬁg
%ﬁ%%%gﬁ#$m%ﬁ%’ﬁﬁ@é%¢’E%iz%%%oﬁ

o FATRE F AT AR




EAY ORI —AAT R B AT RS
TEHT  BHREHREERFEX
REEN  BPIERGE  WaFhEM -

R R — B
B EMad
B ET EX -
HOE R AP 4o 4T B AT ©
KL MR RHEEE
TEEHME L dl;
FEERME &4 TBANELR
H 14 %k J0 44 o
RBEMAELANES @E—
HTRE THEE
Bl Ef%4T - HE@KL o
AEFM RPIGKRE AL LT E
REEH R R ESTRL S
REFRBREF » tagdtnid  AEEFHZH o
L+ A

;.

Qi

TR iEsEpaaE T
HEe | %W | @46

BHEME _BEAASZENEG —HEEEPLL " Adsumus
Sancte Spiritus ; ( " RFEZHR - FRPIRIRAE » FHE
Ren, ) B ] 88X - EEXEBAEHETF
HRAGZ® - EREARETZR - DINAEMAZE
HERA - EXH R EEXKAZ % (Saint
Isidore of Seville » 560F—64644H4H ) FT{E o
EFAta%E " [FIZEME1T, (Synodal Process) HYERE
I T BETE B REHER MO EE - 27
EM A —EmE EENLRER - & TEX
20217 20234F 1) | RIBAET | AT » HREHAES
EWEREHEESEXNE/L  ES/NEEER
DHBEE R I EF ©



ET+NBEFRERCREE (2021-2023F)
RAEEENE) " HHFEE
_.RIL_J\EFE]:QQ
RRAE &
L x

KGR EMRPIAEE 2 GREE
Sl N - OF Y
EREBRPICHEH  4EERE
B R A o

A EAREEZ S KA A4
Wik o & & o

)Mﬁ‘%\ 1023

=@
2072 |

“'i%n PN T
I,ﬁ’I“P"



ET+NBEFRERCREE (2021-2023F)
RIAEZENE) " HEREE

_.RIL_J\EFE]:QQ
B AP SRS (e anigs)

v ER é ﬂﬁiflﬁxi s i E T ARAR KB

%%%ﬁ R BEALARBIGHRY + 14 8y K1
PE 13 4% B

R 2B G B RE2EETA LA 44
56 / ’E%:&o“ii éﬁ%ﬁ’%‘ o

HRETEMMGELR  TEHIHREC2eBRER LA
mﬁ¢%$%%%% &Lm¢*“kmﬁ 0

A RPIMEEAAAE R4E 7 AR R LEET » FRER
W HF%E = ERF

202110 H (25T e

g&\ﬁé& 2023

13) & 7§ 77
20721

*;%ﬁ i ¥E P oa R @
54 Ajz|§/\



ETBEEFREHNRSZE (2021-2023F) "
RYEEERIE) " HEHRSER | ) gy
_.Rn_,\gﬁﬁ}ﬁfl ;@@? i oo §

A8 E ok

F R ﬁ?ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁ%}’f AP Tk 3B K AL H EE e,
4{’3%7'0 2= ER o (21526 16:14)



E+BHEREHREKSE (202120236 )
RYEBERNED " RS ) sy
_.RIL_J\EFE]:@Q . )QEK:?‘%; o ®
CEX X

EE S MG EE
HRAXR L RIEET TR

KARIA T 4 7 b KT ag o B -
I RPIALARBERE 2GR BLRMAKLE o

HETARREEZE  KBRMERIGHE o B F o



LB

1. https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/synod/index.htm

2. https://www.catholic.org.tw/vatican/2Synod/2021/%E4%B8%96%E7%95%8C%E4%B8%BB%E6%95%99%E4%B
B%A3%E8%A1%A8%E6%9C%83%E8%AD%BO%ES5%B0%8F%ES5%86%8A%ES5%AD%90_AS5.pdf

3. https://catholic.org.hk/2016updated/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/synod21-2CHl.pdf




