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The Virgin Orans fresco (AD11
century) over the altar at Saint Sophia
Cathedral interior - Kiev, Ukraine
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The Grotto at Caesara Philippi

These pagan worshippers believed water
symbolized the abyss and that this sodden cave
with a “bottomless” pool offered a door to the
underworld. The gates to Hell were literally in
their backyard. How’s that for creepy?

Ritual offerings were thrown into the cave and it
was believed that the Gods were accepting if the
victims disappeared below the waters. But if
blood emerged in the lower river, the sacrifice
was shunned.

The cavern was considered to be the birthplace
of mythological Pan, the half-goat-man. Carved in
the rock were niches that held a statue of Pan,
one of Echo the mountain nymph, and the third
held and edifice of Pan’s father Hermes.
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ARTIST IMPRESSION OF THE SANCTUARY OF PAN
LEGEND

1 THE TEMPLE OF AUGUSTUS

2 THE GROTTO OF THE GOD PAN

3 THE COURT OF PAN & THE NYMPHS

4 THE TEMPLE OF ZEUS

5 THE COURT OF NEMESIS

6 THE TOMB TEMPLE OF THE SACRED GOATS
7 THE TEMPLE OF PAN & THE DANCING GOATS
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