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Such storms result from differences in temperatures between the seacoast and the
mountains beyond. The Sea of Galilee lies 680 feet below sea level. It is bounded by hills,
especially on the east side where they reach 2000 feet high. These heights are a source of

cool, dry air.

In contrast, directly around the sea, the climate is semi-tropical with warm, moist air. The
large difference in height between surrounding land and the sea causes large temperature
and pressure changes. This results in strong winds dropping to the sea, funneling through the

hills.

The Sea of Galilee is small, and these winds may descend directly to the center of the lake
with violent results. When the contrasting air masses meet, a storm can arise quickly and
without warning. Small boats caught out on the sea are in immediate danger.

The Sea of Galilee is relatively shallow, just 200 feet at its greatest depth. A shallow lake is
“whipped up” by wind more rapidly than deep water, where energy is more readily
absorbed.
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