NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Cf. Ps 25 (24):16, 18)

Turn to me and have mercy on me, O Lord,
for I am alone and poor.
See my lowliness and suffering

and take away all my sins, my God.
The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is said.

COLLECT

Let us pray (pause)

O God, whose providence never fails in its design,

keep from us, we humbly beseech you,
all that might harm us

and grant all that works for our good.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.
READINGS
The Creed is said.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Trusting in your compassion, O Lord,

we come eagerly with our offerings to your sacred altar,

that, through the purifying action of your grace,

we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we serve.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
PREFACE OF THE SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6 )

To you I call, for you will surely heed me, O God;
turn your ear to me; hear my words.
Or (Mk 11:23, 24)

Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe you will receive it,
and it will be yours, says the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray (pause)

Govern by your Spirit, we pray, O Lord,
those you feed with the Body and Blood of your Son,
that, professing you not just in word or in speech,

but also in works and in truth,
we may merit to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
SOLEMN BLESSING IN ORDINARY TIME

READINGS
Year A
FIRST READING (I set before you here this day a blessing and a curse.)

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy (11:18, 26-28, 32)
Moses told the people, “Take these words of mine into your heart and soul. Bind them at your wrist as a sign, and let them be a pendant on your forehead.
“I set before you here, this day, a blessing and a curse: a blessing for obeying the commandments of the Lord, your God, which I enjoin on you today; a curse if you do not obey the commandments of the Lord, your God, but turn aside from the way I ordain for you today, to follow other gods, whom you have not known. Be careful to observe all the statutes and decrees that I set before you today.” —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (31:2-3, 3-4, 17, 25)
R. Lord, be my rock of safety. (Ps 31:3b)

In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In your justice rescue me, incline your ear to me, make haste to deliver me! (R)

Be my rock of refuge, a stronghold to give me safety. You are my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake you will lead and guide me. (R)

Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your kindness. Take courage and be stouthearted, all you who hope in the Lord. (R)
SECOND READING (A person is justified by faith apart from works of the law.)

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans (3:21-25, 28)
Brothers and sisters: Now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, though testified to by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction; all have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God. They are justified freely by his grace through the redemption in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as an expiation, through faith, by his blood. For we consider that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Jn 15:5)

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord; whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit. (R)

GOSPEL (The house built on rock, and the house built on sand.)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (7:21-27)
Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name? Did we not drive out demons in your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?’ Then I will declare to them solemnly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.’
“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them will be like a fool who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” —The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Year B
FIRST READING (Remember that you too were once a slave in Egypt.)

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy (5:12-15)
Thus says the Lord: “Take care to keep holy the sabbath day as the Lord, your God, commanded you. Six days you may labor and do all your work; but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord, your God. No work may be done then, whether by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or ass or any of your beasts, or the alien who lives with you. Your male and female slave should rest as you do. For remember that you too were once a slave in Egypt, and the Lord, your God, brought you from there with his strong hand and outstretched arm. That is why the Lord, your God, has commanded you to observe the sabbath day.” —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (81:3-4, 5-6, 6-8, 10-11)
R. Sing with joy to God our help. (Ps 81:2a)

Take up a melody, and sound the timbrel, the pleasant harp and the lyre. Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our solemn feast. (R)

For it is a statute in Israel, an ordinance of the God of Jacob, who made it a decree for Joseph when he came forth from the land of Egypt. (R)

An unfamiliar speech I hear: “I relieved his shoulder of the burden; his hands were freed from the basket. In distress you called, and I rescued you.” (R)

“There shall be no strange god among you nor shall you worship any alien god. I, the Lord, am your God who led you forth from the land of Egypt.” (R)

SECOND READING (The life of Jesus is manifested in our body.)

A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians (4:6-11)
Brothers and sisters: God who said, Let light shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts to bring to light the knowledge of the glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ. But we hold this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing power may be of God and not from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not constrained; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body. For we who live are constantly being given up to death for the sake of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.—The Word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Cf. Jn 17:17b, 17a)

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Your word, O Lord, is truth; consecrate us in the truth. (R)

(Long Form)

GOSPEL (The Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark (2:23-3:6)
As Jesus was passing through a field of grain on the sabbath, his disciples began to make a path while picking the heads of grain. At this the Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the sabbath?” He said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need and he and his companions were hungry? How he went into the house of God when Abiathar was high priest and ate the bread of offering that only the priests could lawfully eat, and shared it with his companions?” Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath. That is why the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”
Again Jesus entered the synagogue. There was a man there who had a withered hand. They watched him closely to see if he would cure him on the sabbath so that they might accuse him. He said to the man with the withered hand, “Come up here before us.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life rather than to destroy it?” But they remained silent. Looking around at them with anger and grieved at their hardness of heart, he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately took counsel with the Herodians against him to put him to death. —The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(Short Form)

GOSPEL (The Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark (2:23-28)
As Jesus was passing through a field of grain on the sabbath, his disciples began to make a path while picking the heads of grain. At this the Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the sabbath?” He said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need and he and his companions were hungry? How he went into the house of God when Abiathar was high priest and ate the bread of offering that only the priests could lawfully eat, and shared it with his companions?” Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath. That is why the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.” —The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Year C

FIRST READING (When foreigners come, listen to them.)

A reading from the first Book of Kings (8:41-43)
In those days, Solomon prayed in the temple, saying, “To the foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, but comes from a distant land to honor you—since they will learn of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when he comes and prays toward this temple, listen from your heavenly dwelling. Do all that the foreigner asks of you, that all the peoples of the earth may know your name, may fear you as do your people Israel, and may acknowledge that this temple which I have built is dedicated to your honor.” —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (117:1, 2)
R. Go out to all the world and tell the good news. (Mk 16:15)

Or Alleluia.
Praise the Lord, all you nations; glorify him, all you peoples! (R)

For steadfast is his kindness toward us, and the fidelity of the Lord endures forever. (R)

SECOND READING (If I were trying to please people, I would not be a slave of Christ.)

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians (1:1-2, 6-10)
Paul, an apostle not from human beings nor through a human being but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead, and all the brothers who are with me, to the churches of Galatia.
I am amazed that you are so quickly forsaking the one who called you by the grace of Christ for a different gospel—not that there is another. But there are some who are disturbing you and wish to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel other than the one that we preached to you, let that one be accursed! As we have said before, and now I say again, if anyone preaches to you a gospel other than what you have received, let that one be accursed!
Am I now currying favor with humans or with God? Or am I seeking to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a slave of Christ. —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Jn 3:16)

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life. (R)

GOSPEL (Not even in Israel have I found such faith.)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke (7:1-10)
When Jesus had finished all his words to the people, he entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave who was ill and about to die, and the slave was valuable to him. When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Jesus, asking Jesus to come and save the life of his slave. They approached Jesus and strongly urged him to come, saying, “He deserves to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation and built the synagogue for us.” And Jesus went with them, but when he was only a short distance from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof. Therefore, I did not consider myself worthy to come to you; but say the word and let my servant be healed. For I too am a person subject to authority, with soldiers subject to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come here,’ and he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard this he was amazed at the centurion and, turning, said to the crowd following him, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” When the messengers returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. —The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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