SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Cf. Ps 27 (26):7-9)

O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you;
of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face;
hide not your face from me, alleluia.
The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is said.

COLLECT

Let us pray (pause)

Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord,
so that we, who believe that the Savior of the human race
is with you in your glory,
may experience, as he promised,
until the end of the world,
his abiding presence among us.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.
READINGS
The Creed is said.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,

that through these acts of devotedness
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
PREFACE OF EASTER
Or

PREFACE OF THE ASCENSION
COMMUNION ANTIPHON (Jn 17:22)

Father, I pray that they may be one
as we also are one, alleluia.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray (pause)

Hear us, O God our Savior,
and grant us confidence,

that through these sacred mysteries
there will be accomplished in the body of the whole Church
what has already come to pass in Christ her Head.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.
SOLEMN BLESSING

Bow down for the blessing.
(The priest, with hands extended over the people, says the blessing.)

May God, who by the Resurrection of his Only Begotten Son
was pleased to confer on you
the gift of redemption and of adoption,

give you gladness by his blessing.
R. Amen.
May he, by whose redeeming work
you have received the gift of everlasting freedom,

make you heirs to an eternal inheritance.
R. Amen.
And may you, who have already risen with Christ
in Baptism through faith,
by living in a right manner on this earth,
be united with him in the homeland of heaven.
R. Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, ( and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
R. Amen.
Or

SOLEMN BLESSING OF THE ASCENSION
Bow down for the blessing.
(The priest, with hands extended over the people, says the blessing.)

May almighty God bless you,
for on this very day his Only Begotten Son

pierced the heights of heaven
and unlocked for you the way
to ascend to where he is.
R. Amen.
May he grant that,
as Christ after his Resurrection

was seen plainly by his disciples,
so when he comes as Judge
he may show himself merciful to you for all eternity.
R. Amen.
And may you, who believe he is seated
with the Father in his majesty,
know with joy the fulfillment of his promise

to stay with you until the end of time.
R. Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, ( and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
R. Amen.

READINGS
Year A
FIRST READING (All these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer.)

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:12-14)
After Jesus had been taken up to heaven the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.

When they entered the city they went to the upper room where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer, together with some women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (27:1, 4, 7-8)
R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living. (Ps 27:13)

Or Alleluia.
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear? The Lord is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid? (R)

One thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek: To dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, that I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord and contemplate his temple. (R)
Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call; have pity on me, and answer me. Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks. (R)

SECOND READING (If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you.)

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter (4:13-16)
Beloved: Rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let no one among you be made to suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as an intriguer. But whoever is made to suffer as a Christian should not be ashamed but glorify God because of the name. —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Cf. Jn 14:18)

R. Alleluia. alleluia.
I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord. I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice. (R)
GOSPEL (Father, glorify your Son.)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John (17:1-11a)
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all people, so that your son may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had with you before the world began.

“I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the words you gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me, because they are yours, and everything of mine is yours and everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now I will no longer be in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you.” —The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Year B
FIRST READING (It is necessary that one of the men who accompanied us become with us a witness to the resurrection.)

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26)
Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers—there was a group of about one hundred and twenty persons in the one place.— He said, “My brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand through the mouth of David, concerning Judas, who was the guide for those who arrested Jesus. He was numbered among us and was allotted a share in this ministry.

“For it is written in the Book of Psalms: May another take his office.
“Therefore, it is necessary that one of the men who accompanied us the whole time the Lord Jesus came and went among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day on which he was taken up from us, become with us as a witness to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Judas called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this apostolic ministry from which Judas turned away to go to his own place.” Then they gave lots to them, and the lot fell upon Matthias, and he was counted with the eleven apostles. —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20)
R. The Lord has set his throne in heaven. (Ps 103:19a)

Or Alleluia.
Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all my being, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. (R)

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has he put our transgressions from us. (R)

The Lord has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all. Bless the Lord, all you his angels, you mighty in strength, who do his bidding. (R)

SECOND READING (Whoever remains in love, remains in God, and God in him.)

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John (4:11-16)
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love one another. No one has ever seen God. Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us, and his love is brought to perfection in us.
This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us, that he has given us of his Spirit. Moreover, we have seen and testify that the Father sent his Son as savior of the world. Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him and he in God. We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.

God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him. —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Cf. Jn 14:18)

R. Alleluia, alleluia
I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord. I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice. (R)

GOSPEL (That they may be one just as we are one!)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John (17:11b-19)
Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed, saying: “Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are one. When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost except the son of destruction, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you. I speak this in the world so that they may share my joy completely. I gave them your word, and the world hated them, because they do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world but that you keep them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so that they also may be consecrated in truth.” —The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Year C
FIRST READING (I see the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.)

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (7:55-60)
Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked up intently to heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and Stephen said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out in a loud voice, covered their ears, and rushed upon him together. They threw him out of the city, and began to stone him. The witnesses laid down their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul. As they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them”; and when he said this, he fell asleep. —The Word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (97:1-2, 6-7, 9)
R. The Lord is king, the most high over all the earth. (Ps 97:1a and 9a)

Or Alleluia.
The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad. Justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne. (R)

The heavens proclaim his justice, and all peoples see his glory. All gods are prostrate before him. (R)
You, O Lord, are the Most High over all the earth, exalted far above all gods. (R)
SECOND READING (Come, Lord Jesus!)

A reading from the Book of Revelation (22:12-14, 16-17, 20)
I, John, heard a voice saying to me: “Behold, I am coming soon. I bring with me the recompense I will give to each according to his deeds. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

Blessed are they who wash their robes so as to have the right to the tree of life and enter the city through its gates.
“I, Jesus, sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the root and offspring of David, the bright morning star.”
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let the hearer say, “Come.” Let the one who thirsts come forward, and the one who wants it receive the gift of life-giving water.

The one who gives this testimony says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! —The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Cf. Jn 14:18)

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord. I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice. (R)

GOSPEL (That they may be brought to perfection as one!)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John (17:20-26)
Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed, saying: “Holy Father, I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as you loved me. Father, they are your gift to me. I wish that where I am they also may be with me, that they may see my glory that you gave me, because you loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the world also does not know you, but I know you, and they know that you sent me. I made known to them your name and I will make it known, that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in them.” —The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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