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Novena for the repose of
the soul of Pope Francis

Diocese of Hong Kong






I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this? (John 11:25-26)






Introduction

Our Pope Francis has passed away on 21 April 2025 and
returned to the Heavenly Father. Let us join together with all
our brothers and sisters, united in heart to beseech God's mercy
for Pope Francis and for the Church.

Following the funeral of the Pope, it is the custom that nine
days (Novena) of official mourning are marked in Rome and
throughout the Church. In addition to the celebration of Mass,
the bishops encourage the faithful to pray for the repose of the
soul of the Pope in the following ways:

* the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours,

* Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and other devotions
(Eucharistic Adoration, reciting the Rosary)

e opportunities to learn and reflect on the writings of Pope
Francis

* works of mercy and care for the poor and most
vulnerable.

A novena (from the Latin “novem”) consists of nine days of
devotions celebrated to obtain special graces. The number
“9” derives from the Judeo-Christian tradition and its biblical
association with suffering, grief, and imperfection.

Such devotions should not be considered superstitious.
Rather, they are practiced as a way of directing the attention
of the faithful to an intense and focused period of prayer for a
particular intention.

The faithful can meditate on the Scriptures provided in this
handbook, reflecting on the teachings and admirable actions of
Pope Francis, and pray for the Pope and the universal Church.






Day 1 You ar

Bible (Matthew 16:13-19)

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
1s?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: Urbi et Orbi Message, Easter 2013 (Excerpt)

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all,
and for everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this
Passover from slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must
be accomplished in every age, in our concrete existence, in
our everyday lives. How many deserts, even today, do human
beings need to cross! Above all, the desert within, when we
have no love for God or neighbour, when we fail to realize
that we are guardians of all that the Creator has given us and
continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even the driest



land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones (cf. Ez 37:1-
14).

So this is the invitation which I address to everyone: Let us
accept the grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by
God’s mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power
of his love to transform our lives too; and let us become agents
of this mercy, channels through which God can water the earth,
protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish.

And so we ask the risen Jesus, who turns death into life, to
change hatred into love, vengeance into forgiveness, war into
peace. Yes, Christ is our peace, and through him we implore
peace for all the world.

Peace in the whole world, still divided by greed looking
for easy gain, wounded by the selfishness which threatens
human life and the family, selfishness that continues in human
trafficking, the most extensive form of slavery in this twenty-
first century; human trafficking is the most extensive form of
slavery in this twenty-first century! Peace to the whole world,
torn apart by violence linked to drug trafficking and by the
iniquitous exploitation of natural resources! Peace to this our
Earth! Made the risen Jesus bring comfort to the victims of
natural disasters and make us responsible guardians of creation.

Prayer

Eternal Rock, surround us with your mercy, sustain us with
your love, and empower us with your Spirit. Amen.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.









Day 2 Facing

Bible (John 17: 20-26)

Jesus said: I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf
of those who will believe in me through their word, that they
may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may
they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them,
so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in
me, that they may become completely one, so that the world
may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you
have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory,
which you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.

Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know
you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your name
known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: General Audience (9 February 2022)

Dear brothers and sisters, perhaps some people think that this
language and this theme are only a legacy of the past, but in
reality, our relationship with death is never about the past —
it is always present. Speaking about himself a few days ago,
Pope Benedict said, that he “is before the dark door of death”.



It is good to thank Pope Benedict, who at 95, has the clarity
[of mind] to tell us this. “I am before the obscurity of death, at
the dark door of death”. It is good advice that he has given us.
The so-called “wellness” culture tries to remove the reality of
death, but the coronavirus pandemic has brought it back into
focus in a dramatic way. It was terrible: death was everywhere,
and many brothers and sisters lost loved ones without being
able to be near them, and this made death even harder to accept
and process. A nurse told me that a grandmother with Covid
was dying, and she said to her, “I would like to say goodbye to
my family, before I leave”. And the nurse bravely took out her
mobile phone and put her in touch with them. The tenderness
of that farewell...

Nevertheless, we try in every way to banish the thought of our
finite existence, thus deluding ourselves that we can remove
its power and dispel fear. But Christian faith is not a way of
exorcising the fear of death; rather, it helps us to face it. Sooner
or later, we will all pass through that door.

The true light that illuminates the mystery of death comes from
the Resurrection of Christ. This is the light. And Saint Paul
writes: “Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how
can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?
But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not
been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching
is in vain and your faith is in vain” (1 Cor 15: 12-14). There
is one certainty: Christ is resurrected, Christ is risen, Christ is
alive among us. And this is the light that awaits us behind that
dark door of death.



Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all
things in your well-beloved son, the king of kings and lord of
lords; mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and
enslaved by sin and death, may be freed and brought together
under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.
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Day 3 Be Me

Bible (Psalm 103:8-14, 17-18)
The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for his children,
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
For he knows how we were made;
he remembers that we are dust.
the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting
on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,
to those who keep his covenant

and remember to do his commandments.
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Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: Misericordiae Vultus (Bull of Indication of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy), 11 April 2015.

This parable contains a profound teaching for all of us. Jesus
affirms that mercy is not only an action of the Father, it
becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his true children are.
In short, we are called to show mercy because mercy has first
been shown to us. Pardoning offences becomes the clearest
expression of merciful love, and for us Christians it is an
imperative from which we cannot excuse ourselves. At times
how hard it seems to forgive! And yet pardon is the instrument
placed into our fragile hands to attain serenity of heart. To
let go of anger, wrath, violence, and revenge are necessary
conditions to living joyfully. Let us therefore heed the Apostle’s
exhortation: “Do not let the sun go down on your anger” (Eph
4:26). Above all, let us listen to the words of Jesus who made
mercy an ideal of life and a criterion for the credibility of our
faith: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt
5:7): the beatitude to which we should particularly aspire in this
Holy Year. (#9)

Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her
pastoral activity should be caught up in the tenderness she
makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching and in her
witness to the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s
very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and
compassionate love. The Church “has an endless desire to show
mercy”. Perhaps we have long since forgotten how to show
and live the way of mercy. The temptation, on the one hand, to
focus exclusively on justice made us forget that this is only the
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first, albeit necessary and indispensable step. But the Church
needs to go beyond and strive for a higher and more important
goal. On the other hand, sad to say, we must admit that the
practice of mercy is waning in the wider culture. In some
cases the word seems to have dropped out of use. However,
without a witness to mercy, life becomes fruitless and sterile,
as if sequestered in a barren desert. The time has come for the
Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more. It is time
to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles
of our brothers and sisters. Mercy is the force that reawakens
us to new life and instils in us the courage to look to the future
with hope. (#10)

Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ,

you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.

Show us your face and we will be saved.

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being
enslaved by money; the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking
happiness only in created things; made Peter weep after his
betrayal,

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to ecach one of us, the words that
you spoke to the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of
God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible Father,

of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness
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and mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, its
Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in
weakness

in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance
and error:

let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and
forgiven by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its
anointing,

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the
Lord,

and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring
good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind.

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of
Mary, Mother of Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.

14



15






Bible (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful
or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: Amoris Laetitia, Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation, 19 March 2016

The first word (1 Col 13:7) used is makrothyméi. This does not
simply have to do with “enduring all things”, because we find
that idea expressed at the end of the seventh verse. Its meaning
is clarified by the Greek translation of the Old Testament,
where we read that God is “slow to anger” (Ex 34:6; Num 14:18).
It refers, then, to the quality of one who does not act on impulse
and avoids giving offense. We find this quality in the God of the
Covenant, who calls us to imitate him also within the life of the
family. Saint Paul’s texts using this word need to be read in the
light of the Book of Wisdom (cf. 11:23; 12:2, 15-18), which extols
God’s restraint, as leaving open the possibility of repentance,
yet insists on his power, as revealed in his acts of mercy. God’s
“patience”, shown in his mercy towards sinners, is a sign of his
real power. (#91)
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Being patient does not mean letting ourselves be constantly
mistreated, tolerating physical aggression or allowing other
people to use us. We encounter problems whenever we think
that relationships or people ought to be perfect, or when we
put ourselves at the centre and expect things to turn out our
way. Then everything makes us impatient, everything makes
us react aggressively. Unless we cultivate patience, we will
always find excuses for responding angrily. We will end up
incapable of living together, antisocial, unable to control our
impulses, and our families will become battlegrounds. That is
why the word of God tells us: “Let all bitterness and wrath and
anger and clamour and slander be put away from you, with all
malice” (Eph 4:31). Patience takes root when I recognize that
other people also have a right to live in this world, just as they
are. It does not matter if they hold me back, if they unsettle my
plans, or annoy me by the way they act or think, or if they are
not everything I want them to be. Love always has an aspect
of deep compassion that leads to accepting the other person as
part of this world, even when he or she acts differently than I
would like. (#92)

Prayer

God and Father of us all, in Jesus, your Son and our Savior,
you have made us your sons and daughters in the family of
the Church. May your grace and love help our families in
every part of the world be united to one another in fidelity to
the Gospel. May the example of the Holy Family, with the aid
of your Holy Spirit, guide all families, especially those most
troubled, to be homes of communion and prayer and to always
seek your truth and live in your love.

18



Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.
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Day 5 The Developme

Bible (Galatians 3:26-29)

For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the
promise.

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: Message of Pope Francis to the Catholics of China
and to the Universal Church, 26 September 2018.

For my part, I have always looked upon China as a land of
great opportunities and the Chinese people as the creators and
guardians of an inestimable patrimony of culture and wisdom,
refined by resisting adversity and embracing diversity, and
which, not by chance, entered into contact from early times
with the Christian message. As Father Matteo Ricci, S.J.,
perceptively noted in challenging us to the virtue of trust,
“before entering into friendship, one must observe; after
becoming friends, one must trust” (De Amicitia, 7). (#2)

Dear brothers and sisters of the universal Church, all of us are
called to recognize as one of the signs of our times everything
that is happening today in the life of the Church in China. We
have an important duty: to accompany our brothers and sisters
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in China with fervent prayer and fraternal friendship. Indeed,
they need to feel that in the journey that now lies ahead, they
are not alone. They need to be accepted and supported as a vital
part of the Church. “How good and pleasant it is, when brothers
dwell together in unity!” (Ps 133:1). (#9)

Each local Catholic community in every part of the world
should make an effort to appreciate and integrate the spiritual
and cultural treasures proper to Chinese Catholics. The time
has come to taste together the genuine fruits of the Gospel
sown in the ancient “Middle Kingdom” and to raise to the Lord
Jesus Christ a hymn of faith and thanksgiving, enriched by
authentically Chinese notes. (#9)

Prayer

Mother of Heaven, hear the plea of your children as we humbly
call upon your name!

Virgin of Hope, we entrust to you the journey of the faithful in
the noble land of China. We ask you to present to the Lord of
history the trials and tribulations, the petitions and the hopes of
all those who pray to you, O Queen of Heaven!

Mother of the Church, we consecrate to you the present and the
future of our families and our communities. Protect and sustain
them in fraternal reconciliation and in service to the poor who
bless your name, O Queen of Heaven!

Consolation of the Afflicted, we turn to you, for you are the
refuge of all who weep amid their trials. Watch over your
sons and daughters who praise your name; make them one in
bringing the proclamation of the Gospel. Accompany their
efforts to build a more fraternal world. Grant that they may
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bring the joy of forgiveness to all whom they meet, O Queen of
Heaven!

Mary, Help of Christians, for China we implore days of
blessing and of peace. Amen!

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.
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Day 6 Caring the Lost, t

Bible (Ezekiel 34:11-15)

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep,
and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when
he is among his scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I
will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries,
and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them
on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the
inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture,
and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there
they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed
on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the
Lord God.

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: Apostolic Letter Misericordia et misera, (Misery
and Mercy), for the conclusion of the extraordinary Jubilee
Year of Mercy #13, 20 November 2016

Another face of mercy is consolation. "Comfort, comfort my
people" (Is 40:1) is the heartfelt plea that the prophet continues to
make today, so that a word of hope may come to all those who
experience suffering and pain. Let us never allow ourselves to
be robbed of the hope born of faith in the Risen Lord. True, we
are often sorely tested, but we must never lose our certainty
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of the Lord's love for us. His mercy finds expression also in
the closeness, affection and support that many of our brothers
and sisters can offer us at times of sadness and affliction. The
drying of tears is one way to break the vicious circle of solitude
in which we often find ourselves trapped.

All of us need consolation because no one is spared suffering,
pain and misunderstanding. How much pain can be caused by
a spiteful remark born of envy, jealousy or anger! What great
suffering is caused by the experience of betrayal, violence and
abandonment! How much sorrow in the face of the death of a
loved one! And yet God is never far from us at these moments
of sadness and trouble. A reassuring word, an embrace that
makes us feel understood, a caress that makes us experience
love, a prayer that makes us stronger... all these things express
God's closeness through the consolation offered by our brothers
and sisters.

Sometimes too, silence can be helpful, especially when we
cannot find words in response to the questions of those who
suffer. A lack of words, however, can be made up for by the
compassion of a person who stays at our side, who loves us
and who holds out a hand. It is not true that silence is an act of
surrender; on the contrary, it is a moment of strength and love.
Silence too belongs to our language of consolation, because it
becomes a concrete way of sharing in the suffering of a brother
or sister.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, we firmly believe that as we walk through
the valley of the shadow of death and face various trials, You
will strengthen our hearts and cleanse us, making our souls and
bodies blameless.
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Lord, guide me to find comfort in Your Holy Word, to
remember that You are my strength and shield, the rock on
which I stand. When I am weary, please renew me.

Father, grant us the strength to love and care for those who
are the lost, the last and the least. May they experience Your
loving-kindness and mercy through our actions and lives. We
ask this, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.
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Day 7 Mission of t

Bible (Matthew 28: 18-20)

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: Gaudete et Exsultate, the Apostolic Exhortation,
19 March 2018

To be holy does not require being a bishop, a priest or a
religious. We are frequently tempted to think that holiness is
only for those who can withdraw from ordinary affairs to spend
much time in prayer. That is not the case. We are all called to
be holy by living our lives with love and by bearing witness in
everything we do, wherever we find ourselves. Are you called
to the consecrated life? Be holy by living out your commitment
with joy. Are you married? Be holy by loving and caring for
your husband or wife, as Christ does for the Church. Do you
work for a living? Be holy by labouring with integrity and skill
in the service of your brothers and sisters. Are you a parent or
grandparent? Be holy by patiently teaching the little ones how
to follow Jesus. Are you in a position of authority? Be holy by
working for the common good and renouncing personal gain.
(#14)
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This holiness to which the Lord calls you will grow through
small gestures. ... (#16)

In this way, led by God’s grace, we shape by many small
gestures the holiness God has willed for us, not as men and
women sufficient unto ourselves but rather “as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet 4:10). The New Zealand
bishops rightly teach us that we are capable of loving with the
Lord’s unconditional love, because the risen Lord shares his
powerful life with our fragile lives: “His love set no limits and,
once given, was never taken back. It was unconditional and
remained faithful. To love like that is not easy because we are
often so weak. But just to try to love as Christ loved us shows
that Christ shares his own risen life with us. In this way, our
lives demonstrate his power at work — even in the midst of
human weakness”. (#18)

Do not be afraid of holiness. It will take away none of your
energy, vitality or joy. On the contrary, you will become what
the Father had in mind when he created you, and you will be
faithful to your deepest self. To depend on God sets us free
from every form of enslavement and leads us to recognize our
great dignity. (#32)
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Prayer

Merciful Lord, we have all been weak like the two disciples on
the way to Emmaus, feeling disappointed in the Church. Please
forgive our weaknesses and grant us Your wisdom through the
Holy Spirit, opening our mind so that we may always hold onto
hope in Your calling, and with passion bear witness for You on
our journey through life. We ask this, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.
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Day 8 Caringt

Bible (Luke 1:39-45)

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean
town in the hill country, where she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord.”

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the First
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly (Extract), 25
July 2021

It makes no difference how old you are, whether you still work
or not, whether you are alone or have a family, whether you
became a grandmother or grandfather at a young age or later,
whether you are still independent or need assistance. Because
there is no retirement age from the work of proclaiming the
Gospel and handing down traditions to your grandchildren. You
just need to set out and undertake something new.

At this crucial moment in history, you have a renewed vocation.

33



Given this, I want to tell you that you are needed in order to
help build, in fraternity and social friendship, the world of
tomorrow: the world in which we, together with our children
and grandchildren, will live once the storm has subsided. All
of us must “take an active part in renewing and supporting our
troubled societies”. Among the pillars that support this new
edifice, there are three that you, better than anyone else, can
help to set up. Those three pillars are dreams, memory and
prayer. The Lord’s closeness will grant to all, even the frailest
among us, the strength needed to embark on a new journey
along the path of dreams, memory and prayer.

As my predecessor, Pope Benedict, himself a saintly elderly
person who continues to pray and work for the Church, once
said: “the prayer of the elderly can protect the world, helping
it perhaps more effectively than the frenetic activity of many
others.” He spoke those words in 2012, towards the end of his
pontificate. There is something beautiful here. Your prayer is a
very precious resource: a deep breath that the Church and the
world urgently need (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 262). Especially in
these difficult times for our human family, as we continue to
sail in the same boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic,
your intercession for the world and for the Church has great
value: it inspires in everyone the serene trust that we will
soon come to shore.
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Prayer

Merciful Lord, teach me to age gracefully and to share Your
wisdom without reservation with my children, so that they
may thrive. Please guide our new generation, protect them,
make them fearless, and empower them to love You bravely
in these changing times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the Holy Spirit, God
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.

35



-~




Day 9 Itis Fi

Bible (Luke 23: 36, 37, 39-43)

The soldiers also mocked him and said, “If you are the King of
the Jews, save yourself!” One of the criminals who were hanged
there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah?
Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly,
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man
has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

Followed by a period of silence.

Reading: General Audience of 26 February 2025 (Extract)
“Now, Master, you may let your servant go

in peace, according to your word,

for my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you prepared in sight of all the peoples,

a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and glory for your people Israel” (Lk 2:29-32).

Simeon sings the joy of those who have seen Him, who have
recognized Him and are able to transmit to others the encounter
with the Saviour of Israel and of the peoples. He is a witness
of faith received as a gift and communicated to others; he is
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a witness of the hope that does not disappoint; he is a witness
of God’s love, which fills the heart of man with joy and peace.
Filled with this spiritual consolation, the elderly Simeon sees
death not as the end, but as fulfilment, fullness; he awaits it like
a “sister” that does not annihilate but introduces to the true life
that he has already foretasted and in which he believes.

On that day, Simeon is not the only one to see salvation made
flesh in the child Jesus. The same also happens to Anna, a
woman more than eighty years old, a widow, entirely devoted
to service to the Temple and consecrated to prayer. Indeed,
upon seeing the child, Anne celebrates the God of Israel, who
has redeemed His people in that very child, and tells others
about Him, generously spreading the prophetic word. The song
of redemption of two elders thus emits the proclamation of the
Jubilee for all the people and for the world. Hope is rekindled
in hearts in the Temple of Jerusalem because Christ our hope
has entered it.

Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, we rejoice with all our hearts at Your
salvation. Please preserve our hope in You, uplift our spirits,
and keep us from being overcome by death. With fervor,
may we live this life well, and in the future, with our Pope
Francis and the heavenly host, gather around Your table to
praise You forever. You, along with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s prayer; Hail Mary; Glory be to the Father.
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I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. (2 Tim 4:7)
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